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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Derech Eretz 5) quotes R’ Yehoshua who said that 
one should treat everyone with the respect due Rabon Gamliel, but 
be wary of them as one would be of a thief. R’ Yehoshua himself 
took in a stranger for the night, put him in the attic to sleep, and 
then removed the ladder leading up to the attic, for fear that the 
stranger may be plotting to rob him. Sure enough, the thief tried to 
climb down during the night, and fell. In the morning, R’ 
Yehoshua told him how he had suspected him immediately. In 
Minchas Shlomo (2-3:133), R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ZTL 
cautioned that although one has the right, and even the obligation 
to protect his assets, that right does not permit him to embarrass 
the would-be-thief with accusations. The Gemara (Bava Metzia 
24a) states that when a silver cup was stolen by a houseguest, Mar 
Zutra suspected a young student who, after washing his hands, 
wiped his hands on another’s garment, and Mar Zutra forced a 
confession out of him. Surely, Mar Zutra must have embarrassed 
him. RSZ insists that we have no proof of that. The Rambam 
(Sefer HaMitzvos 205) states that it is permitted to sue a Jew in 
monetary matters even though the defendant will undoubtedly be 
embarrassed by the claim, because by initiating a lawsuit, one is 
taking steps to avoid transgressing: lcckc lhjt ,t tba, tk, since 
without a forum to air and adjudicate his grievance, a claimant 
would harbor hateful resentment against his defendant, and it is 
preferable to avoid harboring vtba even if to do so causes 
embarrassment. The Gemara (Nedarim 20b) states that children 
born of a vtuba do not turn out well. Many explanations are 
offered to explain why this did not apply to Leah. A man was once 
forced into a marriage with a woman he did not find attractive. 
Would their children be children of a vtuba ? The Torah LiShmah 
(71) ruled that since he did not hate her per se, but rather he hated 
being married to her, their situation was similar to Yaakov and 
Leah, where vtuba also applied to the marriage. Since Yaakov 
certainly did not hate Leah, their children would not be vtuba hbc.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
What item would be Muktza for Shabbos on Friday, and be treated 
as such, even to one who has not yet been Mekabel Shabbos ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Whom do we remember only when visiting another’s burial place ?)  
The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 218:18) rules that a brocho is said over 
Lot and the miracle of his being saved from Sodom (for 
Avrohom’s sake), not when Lot’s Kever is visited, but rather when 
visiting the pillar of salt that Lot’s wife was turned into.      

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one began Shemona Esrei and then realized that he had already 
davened, he stops immediately, and does not continue. If one is in 
doubt if he has already davened, though his doubt is a ibcrs epx 
which is usually dealt with leniently, he should still daven again, a 
vcsb ,kp,, and he should preface it by saying: “If this vkp, needs 
to be a vcsb then it should be a vcsb; if I need it to be a vcuj then 
it should be a vcuj”.  (Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 4:30) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Kidushin 31a) relates that Dama b. Nesina (an 
idolater) showed exceptional honor to his father, forgoing a profit 
of between six and eight hundred thousand gold coins rather than 
disturb his father who was resting. The Gemara notes that Dama 
was vaugu vuumn ubht – not commanded to honor his parents (as it 
is not one of the 7 Noachide laws), and yet he did so. The 
Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 241:9) rules that a convert may not strike or 
curse his idolater father, lest one say that conversion to Judaism 
has replaced a strictness (vrunj vause) with leniency (vke vause). 
The Yad Avrohom (ibid), citing Beis Hillel asks: What strictness ? 
Before conversion he had no obligation to honor parents at all ! 
Yet, do we not see that Cham was punished for disrespecting 
Noach ? And do we not find that Yaakov was penalized for 
neglecting to honor his father for 22 years ? R’ Akiva Eiger cites 
the Pri Megadim who suggests that honoring a parent is natural, 
and something that the intellect demands, and even if not included 
in the 7 Noachide laws, its obligation would be mandated by 
society, which would be what vrunj vause refers to. This would 
also explain what Rochel meant when she told Lavan that she 
could not stand up for him. She obviously believed that she had 
such a societal duty, which, even if she was deemed a convert, 
would obligate her under the theory of vrunj vause. Furthermore, 
Rochel was deprived of the opportunity to raise Binyamin, for 
having stolen Lavan’s idols and causing him pain (see vfrc hruha 
on Shulchan Aruch s”uh 241:4). As her motivation was justified - 
to deter Lavan from Avodah Zarah, she could only have been 
punished if the non-mitzvah mandate was significant. The 
Midrash (Bereishis Rabba 74:4) states that Rochel was also 
punished for speaking before Leah (vtku kjr ig,u) whom she was 
obligated to respect as her older sister. Was this also a societal 
obligation ? The Shevus Yaakov (1:76) holds that there is no 
obligation to honor an older sister (as there is to honor an older 
brother), but the Mishna (Avos 5:9) states that only a fool (okud) 
speaks before one who is greater than him.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The Ibn Ezra was once traveling on a ship when a great storm arose and 
threatened to capsize the ship. The captain determined that the only way 
to save the ship was to throw half the passengers overboard. There were 
30 passengers – 15 Jews and 15 convicts being transported for sale. 
No one was volunteering to be thrown overboard, so the Ibn Ezra 
suggested to the captain that all the passengers be stood in a row, and 
that every ninth person be selected until 15 were collected. The captain 
agreed that the plan was sensible. The Ibn Ezra then arranged the row of 
passengers as follows: 4 Jews, 5 convicts, 2 Jews, 1 convict, 3 Jews, 1 
convict, 1 Jew, 2 convicts, 2 Jews, 3 convicts, 1 Jew, 2 convicts, 2 
Jews, 1 convict. The captain began the selection, throwing every ninth 
person overboard. When 15 had been dispatched, only the 15 Jews 
were left on board. The Ibn Ezra later said that he had used a Siman: 
oukact hbc hbc rnt vkusd ‘hfc vfc iubrt .rt kucd kt tc lknv sus to 
guide him, that these words popped into his head, and the first letters of 
each word added up to 30. He therefore set up the people according to 
those letters, and with Hashem’s help, all the Jews were saved !  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Miller and Tyberg families. 


