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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Bava Metzia 69a) relates that two partners made a 
profit on a deal, and one of them divided the money without the 
other’s knowledge. He then reinvested all the money, keeping all 
the profit from his own half, plus half the profit from the other 
half, as it was a new deal. The partner objected, but Rav Pappa 
upheld the division. A year later, after the partners invested in 
wine, the aggrieved partner preemptively divided the profit 
without the other’s knowledge, and Rav Pappa ruled against the 
division, explaining that division of money is always equitable; 
division of merchandise may not be. The Shitah Mekubetzes 
quotes Rav Amram Gaon who says that where 2 partners have 
made a substantial profit, one can prevent the other from dividing 
it up, even when it is in money form, because the profit was due to 
the mazel (good fortune) of (at least) one of them, and the Gemara 
(Pesachim 112a) states that one should do business with one who 
is enjoying good fortune. Rav Pappa explains that this means one 
should be a partner with him, not that one should buy from him or 
sell to him, as one can assume that one will not profit from such a 
transaction. However, the Gemara continues, R’ Shmuel b. 
Yitzchok derived from Iyov that any kind of deal with a person 
upon whom fortune smiles will be profitable, even if one buys 
from or sells to him. Yet, the Tosefta (Shabbos 6:3) states that if 
one is about to embark upon a new task, he may not invite 
someone who appears to be “blessed” to begin it for him, as this is 
considered sorcery (Darkei HaEmori). The ogk tprn suggests that 
it may be sorcery to believe that a “blessed” person has a golden 
touch to bless everything he comes into contact with. However, R’ 
Shimon b. Yitzchok’s rationale was to encourage buy/sell dealings 
with a “blessed” person so as to establish a relationship with him, 
which will certainly prove profitable later. As the Gemara (Bava 
Kamma 93a) states: How do we know that associating with the 
wealthy will yield a profit ? from: … recu itm vhv .. yukk odu.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Which brocho is to be recited i,hhagk rcug, but it may be said 
much after the act was done, and is still considered i,hhagk rcug ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Where in davening do we find 8 words in a row beginning “k” ?)  
On Shabbos & Yom Tov, in ,uccr ,ukvencu, we list 8 verbs in a 
row that start with a “k”, which express gratitude and appreciation 
to Hashem, beginning … jcak kkvk ,usuvk. Nusach Sfard adds 
in a verb - jmbku after rsvk, which cuts the list down to 6 in a row.  
DIN'S CORNER:  
When faced with a number of people in danger, and one cannot 
save them all, the order of precedence should be similar to that of 
returning a lost object, where the Shulchan Aruch (n”uj 264) rules 
that one’s own precedes the duty to return that of one’s Rebbi (if 
he was his permanent Rebbi and taught him for free), followed by 
his father’s. Other people may be categorized as they are listed in 
the opening Pesukim of Parshas Netzavim - ... ofhbez ofhatr.  
(Teshuvos Harav Yonasan Shteif 274) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Yoma 83a) states that one who is afflicted by a 
bulmus (a hunger illness) may be fed foods that are not kosher, 
but should be given the food whose prohibition is less severe. The 
RaN notes that on Shabbos, if there is no kosher meat, and the 
choice is between Shechting an animal or eating meat from a 
Neveilah (animal that did not undergo Shechitah), the above rule 
would require that he be fed Neveilah, where the transgression is 
“only” a utk rather than to perform Shechitah on Shabbos, which 
is punishable by vkhex. However, the RaN opines, the proper path 
would be to Shecht an animal, which is one transgression, rather 
than feed him Neveilah, where an aveirah occurs with each 
Kezayis that he eats. The Rambam (Avos 3:15) explains the 
words: vagnv cur hpk kfvu saying that giving one Dinar each to 
1000 people is better than giving 1000 Dinar to one person. 
Despite the superior “quality” of the 1000 Dinar donation, the 
aspect of quantity (1000 separate donations) takes precedence. 
Rashi comments on the Posuk: ohngp ;kt off ofhkg ;xuh that Bnei 
Yisroel complained to Moshe that Hashem’s initial brocho to 
Avrohom … ,ubnk aht kfuh ot rat .rtv rpgf – that his progeny 
would be as numerous as the dust of the earth, was infinite. Why 
did Moshe limit the brocho to just 1000 ? Moshe replied that the 
“1000” brocho came from him; Hashem would bless them as He 
had said - ofk rcs ratf. The Or HaChaim HaKadosh explains 
that even after the brocho of .rtv rpgf Avrohom asked Hashem: 
hk i,, vn – what use will I have from numerous descendants who 
are compared to dust (of a low level), so Hashem re-promised him 
descendants as numerous as the stars - of greater quality. The 
Gemara (Berachos 33b) states that everything about a person is in 
Hashem’s hands except whether he will be G-d-fearing. As such, 
the number of Bnei Yisroel is clearly in Hashem’s hands, whereas 
the quality of Bnei Yisroel, i.e. whether they will be star-like or 
dust-like, is in the individual’s hands. ojbn ,hrta says that  
Moshe’s brocho was ohngp ;kt, because it is dependent on off – 
on the quality of Bnei Yisroel, as compared to curk ohnav hcfuf.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
During his travels through Europe on behalf of the Jews of Chevron, the 
Chida spent a week in a small town, at the home of the Rav. The Rav and 
his Rebbitzin were pleased to host him and showed him great respect. 
The Rebbitzin decided to prepare a large Shabbos Kiddush in the Chida’s 
honor, but there was a sudden shortage of fish. After some effort, she 
managed to find a large fish, for which she paid 10 gold coins. When 
the Chida heard this, he commented that in his opinion, 10 gold coins 
for a fish was a Chilul HaShem. On Shabbos, many people came to greet 
the Chida, and the Rebbitzin served them delicacies which she had 
prepared from the fish’s liver (aka scf). The Chida himself did not 
receive any of these delicacies, and he commented to the Rebbitzin that 
all the preparations were for him, and yet he didn’t receive any. The 
Rebbitzin replied: crk scf ihekuj iht oav kukj aha ouenc – wherever 
there is (or would be) a Chilul HasHem, one need not honor a Rav. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Weinstock family.  


