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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Mishna (Shabbos 120a) states that if one’s house is burning 
on Shabbos he may say to people “come and save [food] for 
yourselves”, and if they are smart, they will come to him after 
Shabbos and demand payment for their efforts. The Gemara asks 
why they don’t just keep what they saved, since the owner had 
made everything Hefker, and the Gemara answers that we are 
speaking of a shxj (a pious person) who would not keep 
something obtained in such a manner. The Gemara concludes that 
a ohna trh has every right to charge for his efforts, while the shxj 
who practices ,ushxj ,sn will return what he saved and forfeit 
any compensation for his efforts. If a father instructs his son to 
behave like a ohna trh (and take money) rather than to practice 
,ushxj ,sn, must the son obey ? The Debreciner Rav (Be’er 
Moshe 1:61) distinguishes between a ,ushxj ,sn that is cited in 
the Gemara or Poskim versus one that is simply an extra 
stringency. If the Gemara mentions such a standard, the son may 
adopt it; if not, the son is obligated to be concerned with his 
parents’ anxieties. The Beis Lechem Yehudah (s”uh 240:15) states 
that if one knows his parents are distressed when he fasts, he 
should only fast when obligated Halachically. The Arugas 
HaBosem (j”ut 19) ruled similarly regarding a parent’s 
instruction to a son that he never immerse in a cold Mikveh. The 
son was obliged to obey, except where a Tevilah was obligatory, 
such as Tevilas Ezra. The Be’er Moshe (ibid) ruled that a son 
must comply with a father’s wish that he wrap his Peyos behind 
his ears rather than let them hang down (for Shidduch reasons), 
since letting them hang was at best a ,ushxj ,sn, not mentioned 
in Shas, which would not take precedence over a parent’s distress. 
The Baalei Tosafos suggest that Yosef did not inform Yaakov 
that he was alive and well in Egypt because initially, he was a 
slave, and later he was in jail, information guaranteed to cause 
Yaakov distress. Even Yosef’s promotion would probably not 
have been believed, as the Posuk says:  ovk ihntv tk hf uck dphu.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Where/why would one cut Challah differently during each of the 
3 Shabbos meals? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What can’t be done on Chanukah, but may be done on Shabbos/Yom Tov  ?)  
The Rambam (ohrsb 3:9) rules that if one vows to fast on a 
specific day, he must do so, even if it turns out to be Shabbos or 
Yom Tov, or even Erev Yom Kippur. However, if it falls on 
Chanukah, he may not fast, but must push it off  to another day..  

DIN'S CORNER:  
A half hour before the time of ,hcrg ka gna ,thre one may not 
begin a meal or task that may potentially cause him to forget or 
otherwise miss saying Shema. If he began a meal after the time 
has arrived, he must stop. However, if he arranges for someone to 
be sure and remind him later, he may begin a meal, even if the 
time for Shema has already arrived. (MB 235:18)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Kidushin 33b) asks: if one’s son is one’s teacher 
(Rebbi), should the father stand up before the son ? The Gemara 
answers with a statement from R’ Yehoshua b. Levi who said: “It 
would not be proper for me to stand before my son, even if he 
were my teacher, but I do so out of respect for the family of the 
Nasi, into whose family he married”. Apparently, the respect due 
to a Nasi is greater than that due to a parent, and possibly even 
one’s Rebbi or a Talmid Chochom. As such, the Or HaChaim 
HaKadosh raises the question of Yosef’s behavior vis-à-vis 
Yaakov. Yosef rode out to greet Yaakov, harnessing his own 
chariot, and later, when Yaakov was ill, Yaakov sent for Yosef 
instead of going to him. After all, Yosef was a king and even 
Yaakov should have been obligated to treat him as such. The Or 
HaChaim answers that only a Jewish king, ruling over Jews may 
not be Mochel on his Kavod, because his Kavod is really the 
Kavod of all of Bnei Yisroel. Yosef was therefore able to be 
Mochel on his Kavod. [The HisOrerus Teshuvah (j”ut 39) states 
that a Jewish king who rules over non-Jews, like Yosef, has the 
status of a Jewish king, and a brocho: uhtrhk usucfn ekja is said 
over him.] The Aish Das suggests a novel approach to the rule 
restricting a Jewish king from forgiving slights to his Kavod. He 
says that it does not apply to a king who is also a Talmid 
Chochom. Once he is Mochel on his Kavod HaTorah, which he 
may, then he can effectuate Mechilah on Kavod Malchus as well. 
However, the Gemara (Yoma 22b) asks why Shaul eventually 
was punished for sparing Agag, and answers that he was led to 
that mistake for having been Mochel on his Kavod. Was he not a 
Talmid Chochom ? Sdei Chemed (20:31) suggests that a Talmid 
Chochom may be Mochel on his Kavod, but not on his disgrace. 
Shaul had been mocked when anointed and had remained silent.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The town of Skolya was a summer resort, popular with the residents of 
Lvov. The Nusach in Skolya was S’fard, but the Lvov people davened 
Nusach Ashkenaz. One Friday night, as the Chazan began to recite tbudf 
the visitors from Lvov raised a commotion, and began reciting aloud 
ihehksn vnc. The locals were upset, claiming it was their Shul. The 
Lvov’niks argued that Skolya earns a whole year’s Parnasah from the 
summer “guests”, including upkeep of the Shul. All eyes turned to R’ 
Yosef Shaul Nathanson of Lvov, who was present. R’ Yosef Shaul said: 
“When you gather to daven, the Yetzer Hora plots to undermine your 
prayers. First, he advises the people of Lvov to say ihehksn vnc - How 
do we kindle the fire of discord between us ? Then, he persuades the 
people of Skolya to shout: tbudf - this is the way to unify – to fight back 
! When Mashiach comes, he will clarify this matter. If he will say tbudf, 
so will we; If he says ihehksn vnc we too will say it.  In the meantime, 
the Halacha is as follows: When the residents of Skolya visit Lvov, and 
daven in the local Shul, they may say tbudf quietly to themselves. And 
the natives of Lvov, while in Skolya, may whisper ihehksn vnc to 
themselves.  And if it happens that someone from Skolya should say 
ihehksn vnc while in Lvov; or if, while vacationing in Skolya, a Lvov 
native recites tbudf, then I take their punishment upon myself. The most 
important thing, my dear brothers is, that there should be peace”.  

P.S . Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Tyberg family.    


