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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Shabbos 22a) cites the opinion of Rav that one may 
not light one Chanukah candle from another. The Gemara states 
that Rav’s reason is either because it is a disgrace to “use” a 
mitzvah object that way, or because lighting a second candle 
diminishes the first. The Yerushalmi (Terumos 11:58) states that 
if one has no other oil on Chanukah, he may use vphra ina – 
Terumah oil which has become Tomay (which the Torah says 
must be burned). The Meforshim ask, since it is a mitzvah to burn 
vphra ina, will not burning it this way overshadow the mitzvah of 
Chanukah ?  In fact, it seems from the Ritva (Succah 25a) that by 
jumping from one mitzvah to another, one loses them both. Might 
that also apply when one does a single act, and has Kavanah for 
two mitzvos ? Would we say that just as one diminishes one 
candle when using it to light another, so too, the second Kavanah 
takes away something from the first ? It should be noted that we 
are all obligated in 6 ,uhshn, ,uumn – constant mitzvos, such as 
believing in Hashem. Does this mean that every other mitzvah 
that we do is competing with those 6 for our undivided Kavanah, 
and will cause ,gsv jxhv for the loser ? This issue is argued by 
the Rambam (Parah Adumah 7:3) and the Raavad. The Rambam 
holds that, since one may not do another activity while drawing 
water for the Taharah, if he fills his vessel for 2 people, he has 
done another act, and they are both Posul, but apparently it is 
possible to have both Kavanos. The Raavad says that it’s Posul, 
but only because he was ,gs jhxn from his own, which cannot be 
avoided. Therefore the Yerushalmi stated that vkhj,fk one may 
not use vphra ina on Chanukah, and the Magid Mishneh suggests 
that this is based on the Raavad’s opinion that one cannot have 2 
Kavanos, and each will diminish the other. However, scghsc, if 
there is no other oil, one should be able to rely on the fact that 
scghsc we also have to deal with 6 constant mitzvos while doing 
all the others, and as such, we should be able to use vphra ina.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
What may one not do on Chanukah that one may do on Shabbos 
and Yom Tov ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Why do we say ochr ,t ,cr on Chanukah, and ubchr ,t crv on Purim  ?)  
The Aizor Eliyahu says that we say obhs ,t ,bs ochr ,t ,cr on 
Chanukah because we saw it happen, as the vguah came from 
Shomayim, while on Purim we say ubchr ,t crv because the vguah 
was obscured. This is similar to the difference between a Dreidel, 
pointing up, and the Gragger, pointing down.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
Those who wait 72 minutes to end Shabbos all year, as is proper 
for Bnei Torah and Yirei Shomayim, should do so on Motzaei 
Shabbos Chanukah as well, before lighting Chanukah candles 
afterwards. (Igros Moshe j”ut. 4:62) But those who wait 72 
minutes only on occasion, should not do so on Motzaei Shabbos 
Chanukah (R’ S.Z. Auerbach quoted in  Shevus Yitzchak, pg. 75).  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Megilah 23b) states that all Kedushah activities 
require 10 males, as derived from ktrah hbc lu,c h,asebu, with a 
reference to vsgv lu,n uksbcv (Korach) and  vgrv vsgk h,n sg 
(Meraglim), where the use of vsg and lu, apply the number 10 
ultimately to the definition of a minyan. The Yerushalmi 
(Berachos 7:3) derives from: ohtcv lu,c rucak ktrah hbc utchu 
that we need 10, as there were 10 brothers who came to Egypt. 
Rabbeinu Bachya quotes Rabbeinu Tam who prefers the 
Yerushalmi derivation as more appropriate than using Meraglim 
to derive from. Either way, 10 males excludes a woman and a 
slave. Yet, the Gemara (Megilah 23a) allows women to be 
counted among the 7 who are called up to the Torah. The Rosh 
(Berachos 7:20) notes that although the Gemara considers it 
undignified to call up a woman for an Aliyah, all that she is doing 
is saying a brocho, not even on Talmud Torah (from which she 
may be Peturah), but rather on being a member of Klal Yisroel 
which was chosen by Hashem. The Gemara (Berachos 47b) 
relates that R’ Eliezer once walked into Shul and found there 
were only 9. He thereupon freed his slave to make the minyan. 
The Gemara questions this act as transgressing usucg, ovc okugk 
(which forbids freeing a slave) and the Gemara answers that for 
the good of a public mitzvah (like completing a minyan) it is 
permitted. The Rosh (ibid) says that the Gemara refers to a 
Scriptural need for 10, such as for reading Parshas Zachor. The 
Terumas HaDeshen (108) learns that Parshas Zachor was in fact 
what R’ Eliezer needed the minyan for. The Binyan Tzion (8) 
points out that if so, this should prove that women are not 
obligated in Parshas Zachor Scripturally, because if they were, 
slaves would also be obligated, and there would have been no 
need for R’ Eliezer to free his slave. Since he freed the slave, it 
must be that only as a free man would there be an obligation, thus 
excluding women. However, he concludes that this is not true, 
since they may be obligated, and yet, not qualify to complete a 
minyan, because of the Gezerah Shaveh (above) excluding them.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
Each night of Chanukah, as the Rebbe began his Menorah preparations, 
he would ask the Gabbai how many candles must be lit that night. The 
Gabbai would respond that “last night” we kindled so many candles. The 
Rebbe would ask him again, how many candles must be lit that night, 
and the Gabbai would reply “tomorrow night” we will kindle so many 
candles. This exchange would continue throughout Chanukah, to the 
bewilderment of the Chasidim who witnessed it. Finally, one of the 
Chasidim managed to ask the Rebbe what the purpose of it was. The 
Rebbe explained to him that the Halacha is well-known regarding one 
who is unsure what the correct number of Sefirah is, as the Shulchan 
Aruch states (j”ut 489:4) that when asked, one should always say what 
last night’s count was, so as to preserve one’s ability to count later with 
a brocho. “My Gabbai is obviously confused, and under the impression 
that the same Halacha pertains to Chanukah candles. Since his 
motivation is Yiras Shomayim, thinking that he must avoid saying the 
number to comply with Halachah and preserve the brocho, I ask him 
several times each night to secure for him a Zechus for that practice”.   

P.S . Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Kagan family.    


