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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Yevamos 79a) states that Bnei Yisroel have 3 
identifying attributes - ohsxj hknudu ohbahhc ohbnjr – merciful, 
bashful and kind. Though certainly non-Jews can also display 
these attributes, the Rema (s”uh 81:7) advises strongly that one 
employ a Jewish nursemaid over an Egyptian one, as these 
positive Midos come through in the milk. The Kotzker Rebbe 
comments on the name vshxj (a non-kosher bird), where Rashi 
explains it is called  Chasidah because the bird does kindness 
with its friends. The Kotzker notes that it is not kosher because it 
does kindness only with its friends, which may also characterize 
non-Jewish kindness generally. The MaHarashdam (n”uj 401) 
noted that the Greek government should be viewed as a 
government of ohbnjr for not taxing women, even knowing that 
their assets are substantial, and usable by their husbands. Though 
he could have been making a political statement, it is more likely 
that he was expressing an appreciation of the unusually even-
handed treatment enjoyed by Jews in Greece. Yet, Igros Moshe 
(n”uj 2:77) asks why R’ Shimon b. Yochai’s statement (brought 
by Rashi on the word uveahu) - ceghk tbua uhaga gushc thv vfkv is 
presented as a Halacha ? He answers that it is unchanging, just as 
Halacha is, and that even those who behave civilly towards us 
also bear a great hatred. The Radak (Tehilim 25:19) states, even if 
Eisav hates Yaakov for taking the Berachos, what did Yaakov do 
to the Pelishtim and the Barbariim ? The Rambam (Moreh 
Nevuchim 3:50) explains why the Torah saw fit to list all the 
kings who ruled in Edom, with their cities of origin, pointing out 
that not one of them was an Edomite – they were all from 
elsewhere, and for that reason they persecuted the inhabitants of 
Edom under their rule. As if to learn from this, the Torah states 
regarding a Jewish king:  hrfb aht lhkg ,,k kfu, tk – you may 
not appoint over you a strange (i.e. non-Jew or convert) man. 
Even if they appear to be kind and merciful, they will only be so 
to their own kind, like the Chasidah. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
What Halachic ramifications would differ between where a 
Shidduch is pursued the “modern” way (dating etc…) versus the 
“Chasidish” way (parents involvement followed by a pro forma 
meeting) ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When does the Kriah end after the first 4 Pesukim  ?)  
On the last day of Chanukah, the Kriah concludes after the first 
four Pesukim in BeHaaloscha.     

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may provide non-kosher food (except ckjc rac) for one's 
non-Jewish workers, if the non-kosher food is less expensive. As 
such it would not constitute doing business with ohruxt ohrcs, 
since it is only to prevent a loss. However, one should not 
purchase such food him/herself because of ihgv ,htrn, but may  
give the worker money to do so. (Teshuvos V'Hanhagos 2:394)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Makos 13b) quotes R’ Akiva who says that if one is 
liable for a punishment of Kareis, he can do Teshuvah, and Beis 
Din will remove the sentence of Kareis. However, Teshuvah will 
not help to remove a sentence of execution. The Ramban explains 
that Yaakov’s anger towards Shimon and Levi for annihilating 
the men of Shechem was due (in part) to the rashness of killing 
people who might have decided to do Teshuvah, in fulfillment of 
sjt ogk ubhhvu. However, if the men of Shechem were under a 
sentence of death (according to the Rambam for not having set up 
a justice system to prosecute Shechem), how could Teshuvah help 
to remove that sentence ? It bears mention that Teshuvah certainly 
seemed to help the people of Nineveh to avert destruction at 
Yonah’s urging, and Chazal state that Noach spent 120 years 
building the Teivah to provide opportunity for his generation to 
do Teshuvah. In both cases, transgression of the 7 Noachide laws 
was rampant, for which they were liable to be executed, yet 
Teshuvah [would have] helped. The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 64b) 
defines a Ger Toshav as one who commits to observe all [or 
certain] of the 7 Noachide mitzvos. Tosafos asks, if the point is to 
know whom we have an obligation to sustain (u,uhjvk), wouldn’t 
such a person be liable to be executed for transgressing those very 
mitzvos until that moment ? Tosafos answers that until convicted 
in Beis Din, he is technically not v,hn chhj. As such, the people of 
Shechem (and Nineveh and Noach) were also not under sentence, 
and Teshuvah was available to them. However, if a Jew 
committed a sin for which the punishment is execution, would he 
be able to escape death by doing immediate Teshuvah ? Certainly, 
if witnesses came forward to testify against him, Beis Din would 
not be concerned with his Teshuvah, but would sentence him as is 
appropriate. Why then does Teshuvah “work” for a non-Jew ? 
The Teshuvos Yehudah (n”uj 63) suggests that with regard to a 
Jew, witnesses are obligated to come forward and testify as to 
what they know. Regarding a non-Jew on the other hand, Tosafos 
(ibid 26b) states that when gentile nations in Eretz Yisroel were 
willing to make peace with Bnei Yisroel, they were not to be 
prosecuted or executed for transgressing the 7 Noachide laws, but 
rather to be taxed and to serve, as the Posuk says: luscgu xnk uhvu.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man came to the Rav with a “life-and-death” question. The Rav was in 
a hurry but the man began by describing the wonderful Shabbos Shuva 
Drasha the Rav had said previously. The Rav did not have patience to 
hear all the details, as he had to catch an 11:00 train. Finally, the man 
got around to the question. It seemed that a few years before, his 
daughter had given birth to a son, and he, the grandfather had been 
honored with being the Sandek. Before the Bris could get underway, 
however, the baby k"jr passed away. Now, his daughter had given birth 
again to a son, and he wished to know if he could accept to be Sandek, 
or should they ask someone else. The Rav, grabbing his coat, said to get 
another Sandek. The man asked what name to give the child. Running 
down the stairs, the Rav said "A name ? Call him Binyomin, .. Gavriel .. 
Aryeh .. Z'ev .. Tzvi .." And so they did. The Rav missed his train, which 
later crashed. So it was life-and-death after all.    

P.S . Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Tyberg family.     


