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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Mishna (Derech Eretz 3) states that when R’ Elazar ben 
Azariah was ill, his Talmidim came to visit and asked him how 
they could be vfuz to tcv okug. He told them to be careful in two 
areas: “ofhrcj sucfc urvzvu utm” (go out and be careful to respect 
your friends) and: “kkp,vk ohsnug o,t hn hbpk ugs” (know before 
Whom you are davening). The connection between these two 
pieces of advice, says the Chavos Yair, is to suggest that utm (go 
out) means that when people wish to show friendship and respect 
for each other, they should go out (of the Shul) and show it there, 
not during davening. Accordingly, the Gemara (Berachos 8a) 
quotes Resh Lakish who says that if a person has a Shul in his city 
kkp,vk oak xbfb ubhtu - but he doesn’t enter there to daven, he is 
called a gr ifa - a bad neighbor. The Tur (j”ut 90) cites this 
Gemara with a slight change: kkp,vk vfu,k xbfb ubhtu, using the 
word vfu,k to indicate that not only must one enter the Shul in 
order to daven, he must walk all the way inside, and not “hang 
out” in the back or near the door (to shmooze). Walking all the 
way in shows the proper degree of respect and committment.  If 
one does not go in, he is to be called a gr ifa, because, as the 
Prishah explains, he prevents the Shechinah from entering. When 
Avrohom asked Hashem to spare Sodom, his initial request was 
for the sake of rhgv lu,c ohehsm ohanj - 50 Tzadikim rhgv lu,c - 
within the city. All the other requests, 45, 40, 30 etc.. do not use 
the description rhgv lu,c, nor do they use the word ohehsm. 
Clearly, Avrohom understood that to merit the ,ufz of 50, which 
translated into a minyan for each of Sodom’s 5 cities, required all 
ten to be on the level of vfu,k xbfb.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would someone recite a weekday Shemona Esrei on Yom 
Tov and not be required to repeat the correct Shemona Esrei, but 
if he said the correct Shemona Esrei, he would have to repeat it ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would Tzedaka be returned to the donor ?)  
The Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 251:12) states that two ohhbg may agree 
to give each other their respective donations of Tzedakah. 
However, the Rema adds that if they were obligated by Beis Din 
to pay a xbe to Tzedakah, they may not pay it to each other 
because that would not be a xbe. However, once it is paid into 
Tzedakah, the Gabbai can then give it back to the pauper.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
If an employee is hired with the understanding that he/she will be 
paid a certain amount per day, he/she is a daily worker and may 
be dismissed at the end of any day. (MB 306:19) If a teacher is 
hired with a two-year contract, once he/she starts the first year, 
he/she is deemed to have also started the second year, and the 
employer is bound to honor the contract until after the second 
year. (Rema n”uj 333:2) If the teacher is not performing, he/she 
must be given a sufficient warning, and if the warning is not 
effective, he/she may be dismissed at any time. (ibid 333:5) To 
avoid a loss, dismissal may be without warning. (ibid  306:8) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Berachos 5b) relates that when R’ Chiya fell ill, he 
was visited by R’ Yochanan, who by taking R’ Chiya’s hand, 
made him feel better. When R’ Yochanan fell ill, he was visited 
by R’ Chanina, who by taking R’ Yochanan’s hand, made R’ 
Yochanan feel better. The Gemara asks why R’ Yochanan could 
not make himself feel better, and answers: … unmg rh,n aucj iht 
– a captive cannot free himself – he needs others. The Mizrachi 
asks, how then does Rashi derive from: rgbv kue ,t oheukt gnahu 

that the Tefilah of one who is sick is more powerful than that of 
others, and is accepted first ? The Mizrachi answers that R’ 
Yochanan’s discomfort made him incapable of focusing on his 
own situation, but if he were able to have Kavanah, his own 
Tefilah would certainly have been more productive. Similarly, the 
Gemara (Sanhedrin 95a) describes an incident where Dovid 
HaMelech was saved by Avishai, who pronounced the Shem 
HaMeforash, and when the Gemara asks why Dovid did not say 
it himself, the Gemara says unmg rh,n aucj iht. Rashi explains 
that Dovid’s mind was not sufficiently at ease (cauhn) to say the 
Shem with Kavanah. Obviously a higher standard of Kavanah 
would be required to utilize the Shem HaMeforash, from that 
necessary for Tefilah. The Yerushalmi (Yoma 3:4-7) states that the 
Tanaim wanted to give R’ Pinchas b. Chama the Shem, but he 
declined, saying that he ate Maaser, and one who eats from others 
may not use the Shem. To do so would bring him danger. The 
Meforshim note that Moshe and Shmuel never took a thing from 
others (..sjt runj tk) and therefore merited to use the Shem 
whereas Elisha did benefit from others, and so he “only” utilized 
Tefilah, not the Shem. The Gemara (Berachos 8a) states that one 
who derives benefit from his own labor is greater than one with 
ohna ,trh. The MaHarsha asks, if the self-sufficient one also has 
ohna ,trh he is clearly better than the other, and if he does not, 
how could he possibly be better ? The Magid Mishna suggests 
that they both obviously have ohna ,trh, but self-sufficiency will 
permit use of the Shem, while the other, who may even have a 
higher level of ohna ,trh would not be able to safely use it.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man dressed in the most prestigious Chasidic garb, appearing to all as 
a very important and worthy person, paid a visit to R’ Meir of 
Premishlan. R’ Meir quickly determined that this man was not what he 
appeared to be, despite his appearance. R’ Meir asked him if he knew 
why, among the  ,usn ‘dh (the 13 attributes of Hashem’s mercy) do we 
find listed  ,nt  - truth ? Isn’t ,nt really an attribute of judgment rather 
than mercy ? How could anyone expect to survive when the truth about 
him was exposed ? When the visitor could not answer, R’ Meir 
continued “The explanation is that sometimes Hashem sees someone 
who walks about acting like a Tzadik when in reality he is not. The 
standard used to judge Tzadikim is vrgav yujf -  finding fault for 
failings the size of a hair. This fake Tzadik should also be subject to this 
standard. However, Hashem employs His vsn of ,nt here, so that a 
lower standard is used to judge him. Thus, ,nt is in truth, merciful !”  

P.S . Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family.     


