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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Berachos 10a) derives from the words l,hcc l,cac 
and lrsc l,fkc that one is chujn to say Krias Shema when he is 
involved in l,cac - lshs ,ca (your own sitting) and/or l,fkc - 
lshs ,fk (your own walking). This means, that if one is involved 
in a mitzvah activity (i.e. not his “own”), he is exempt from Krias 
Shema. The Mishna (Avos 6:7) quotes R’ Yosi b. Kisma with: 
ohcuy ohagnu vru, tkt... cvz tku ;xf tk ostk uk ihuukn iht - that 
all a person truly has as his own are his Torah and mitzvos. How 
then, could lshs ,ca and lshs ,fk exclude a mitzvah ? The 
Mishna (ibid 16a) states that R’ Gamliel said Krias Shema on his 
wedding night, even though he had himself taught that a Chasan 
does not say it, as he cannot concentrate. Isn’t one who performs 
such a non-obligatory act called a yuhsv ? The Shach (s”uh 157:2) 
quotes the opinion of the Bais Yosef and Rema that a Talmid 
Chochom who is a shxj and ohna trh may sacrifice his life rather 
than commit even a minor aveirah, in spite of the Drasha from 
ovc hju which teaches that one may not do so except for the three 
cardinal sins. The Yismach Moshe asks, are there two Torahs 
(u”j), one for great people and one for everyone else ? He answers 
that for an kusd ost, the imperative of ovc hju is a reference to 
that which defines his life - the Torah (ubhhj ov hf), whereas for 
everyone else, Chazal intended ovc hju as a guide for their 
physical life. As such, the standard applicable to R’ Gamliel 
allowed him to say Shema on his wedding night, even though he 
taught everyone else not to. The same is true regarding lshs ,ca 
and lshs ,fk. The needs of a kusd are Torah and mitzvos which 
are his life, whereas for everyone else, their physical needs are 
what they consider theirs. Therefore Yosef asked: hj hct sugv in 
revealing his identity, even though he had asked: hj ubsugv a few 
moments before. The first question, apparently from a “hrmn”, 
referred to Yaakov’s physical health.  The second one referred to 
Yaakov’s missing Ruach HaKodesh, a loss that Yosef blamed on 
the brothers, for which accusation they had no response.        

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
What aveirah could one do himself and be ruyp, but send an agent 
to do for him and be chhj ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When could one form a minyan with 9 ½ adult Jews ?)  
There is a Machlokes HaPoskim over the permissibility of using a 
half-slave for a minyan. The Olas Tamid (199) holds that since 
the Gemara states that we force his remaining owner to free him, 
we view his freedom as already within him, and may use him. 
The Elya Rabba (ibid) disagrees.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
One should set the table on Motzai Shabbos with a tablecloth and 
other appropriate utensils in order to “escort” the Shabbos as it 
leaves. If one is not full, he should wash and eat a meal, singing 
Zemiros ,ca sucfk. If he is full, he should at least eat fruit or 
cake. One should also light candles at this meal. (MB 300:1)   

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Berachos 39b) states that Rav Ami and Rav Asi 
would look to recite HaMotzi over bread that had been set aside 
before Shabbos for Eruv Chatzeiros, saying that since one 
mitzvah had been performed with it (vumn shcg,ht), it was proper 
to perform another. The Meiri applies this to encourage use of the 
remains of wicks used for Shabbos Licht, for Havdalah on Motzai 
Shabbos. The Mishna Berurah (581:1) adds that it is also 
preferable, after extinguishing the Ner Havdalah, to use it again 
immediately for Ner Chanukah, for the same reason. The B’Tzeil 
HaChochmah (3:67) notes that although the part of the Ner that 
will now burn is not the exact same part that had burned 
previously, nevertheless it is considered all part of the same item 
that was used for a mitzvah. However, the Mishna (Sofrim 20:3) 
states that it is not necessary to replace the Chanukah wicks each 
night – they may be used over and over until they are used up. 
Apparently, one may replace them if one chooses, without regard 
for the fact that a mitzvah – even the same mitzvah - had been 
performed with them the previous evening. It would seem that the 
rationale is that the part that burned the previous evening is no 
longer present, having burned up. If this is true regarding 
Chanukah Licht, where the same mitzvah is performed each night, 
it would certainly be true regarding the remains of Shabbos Licht 
for Havdalah, and the Havdalah Ner for Chanukah. The Chasan 
Sofer (68) suggests that since it is permitted to extinguish the 
Chanukah Licht after they burn for ½ hour, we do not view the 
wick and oil as having been entirely designated for the mitzvah, 
and the leftovers are thus not items that had been used previously 
for a mitzvah. Shabbos Licht, on the other hand, must be left to 
burn in their entirety, and even if they blow out, they had been 
entirely designated. The Kol Bo (44) notes that it is a Hidur to 
light with new candles each night of Chanukah, as each night was 
a new xb, which is why the Mishna said that one need not do so, 
because of the competing vumn shcg,ht argument. Accordingly, 
the B’Tzeil HaChochmah found that when Challah has been 
separated from dough, it is not only the Challah itself that is 
considered vumn shcg,ht, but the rest of the dough as well. As 
such, when 2 preferences compete – bread from an Eruv versus 
bread baked with dough from which Challah was separated, since 
both are vumn shcg,ht, one may choose whichever he prefers. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man insulted and greatly angered a friend of his. That evening, when 
the aggrieved party said Krias Shema before going to sleep, he reached 
the words which describe how he forgives anyone who hurt or angered 
him, and he tried in his heart to forgive and forget the events of that 
day. He was unable to. He went to a Rav to ask if he could add in the 
words: hbukpn .uj when forgiving everyone else, or perhaps he should 
skip the phrase entirely until he removes the hurt and bitterness from his 
heart. The Rav told him to continue saying it, as is. To the argument that 
he doesn’t mean it, the Rav explained that vkhjn works simply by 
saying it, regardless of what he is thinking, as ohrcs obht ckca ohrcs – 
what is in one’s heart is of no legal consequence.  

P.S . Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sheli family. 


