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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Shabbos 21b) concludes its description of 
Chanukah and the oil that lasted 8 days with the establishment of 
a Yom Tov to include Hallel. The Gemara (Pesachim 117a) states 
that Hallel is to be said seasonally (on the Sholosh Regalim) and 
to commemorate every near-calamity that the Jewish people were 
rescued from. In fact, Rashi cites Chanukah as an example of 
such a salvation. As such, would it not have made more sense for 
the Gemara to connect Hallel on Chanukah to the military 
victories, (as suggested in Al HaNisim) rather than a miraculous 
vial of oil ? Lack of oil did not present the threat of a near-
calamity to Bnei Yisroel, nor had the Jews been facing physical 
danger before Matisyahu and the Chashmonaim’s uprising ! One 
might ask why Hashem decided to work a miracle in the oil in the 
first place. Generally, ‘hryp tbnjr xbut – Hashem exempts those 
who are unable, and if there was no pure oil, they would not be 
obligated to provide it. The ohhj jnah cites the Gemara (Berachos 
20a) wherein R’ Papa asks Abaye why the earlier generations 
merited miracles, and the later ones did not. Abaye answers that 
the early generations risked their lives for Kiddush HaShem, 
while the later ones did not. Thus, since Matisyahu and his sons 
were Moser Nefesh to preserve the Torah and its mitzvos, they 
merited that Hashem perform a miracle for them, which He did, 
with the oil. Therefore, it seems that although Hallel was 
established in connection with the miraculous oil, that miracle 
only occurred because of the Mesiras Nefesh of the Chashmonaim 
in waging war against the Greeks, and being saved from defeat, 
which warrants Hallel. However, Tos’ (Taanis 28b) distinguishes 
between Hallel on Pesach after the first day (half-Hallel), and the 
Hallel of Chanukah (and Succos) - full Hallel each day, noting 
that each day of Chanukah (and Succos) was a Yom Tov in its 
own right, as the miracle of the oil grew with each day. As such, 
Hallel is said because it is an established seasonal Yom Tov.    

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When could one form a minyan with 9 ½ adult Jews ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(How could one transgress rug hbpk naming a child L’Halacha ?)  
The Taz (s”uh 265:8) cites the MaHaril who recommends naming 
a mamzer “Kidor”, based on the Posuk: vnv ,ufupv, rus hf, a 
name the Gemara (Yoma 83b) characterizes as: cerh ohgar oau. 
However, R’ Chaim Palaggi (shc ohhj 70) recommends against 
labeling any Jew who is obligated in all mitzvos as a Rasha, if it is 
for reasons unrelated to his behavior, where to do so will in all 
likelihood drive him to become one, and anyone who causes that 
to happen, would thereby transgress  rug hbpk.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
After Kadish, before the Maariv Shemona Esrei, on the first night 
that rynu ky i,u is to be said, the Gabbai should announce it, but it 
should be said even if the Gabbai does not announce it. This 
phrase must be included in every weekday Shemona Esrei. If one 
only said rynu but not ky, he is still tmuh. (MB 117:4)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Mishna (Nazir 4a) states that a Nazir Olam -  a perpetual 
Nazir, may trim his hair periodically if it grows too heavy. The 
Gemara derives this from: ohnhk ohnh .en vhvu – a description of 
how Avshalom would cut his hair every period of ohnh. Rebbi 
says that although the minimum of ohnh is 2 days, here ohnh means 
a year, as it does regarding redemption of houses in walled cities, 
because 2 days growth of hair is not heavy. The Gemara asks, 
perhaps we should derive from ohnh ohh,ba .en that ohnh means 2 
years of growth. The Gemara rebuffs this, deriving rather from 
ohnh where it is not accompanied by a form of ohba (ohh,ba). R’ 
Akiva Eiger (RAE) asks, do we not have a rule: ,xp, ygun ,xp, - 
one who grabs a little will hold onto it ? If so, the Gemara should 
have been satisfied to define ohnh as 1 year, and not even try for 2. 
Another question was presented to RAE concerning a man who 
vowed to continuously supply candles for the Menorah hanging 
above the Amud (in Shul). At that time, the Menorah had 6 
branches, but was later replaced by one with 16. Did the man’s 
vow obligate him to provide 16 candles ? RAE compared it to 
one who vowed (obue) to derive no benefit from a young lady, as 
her father was wicked. If the father does Teshuvah, the vow is 
automatically null and void because we view it as having been 
made on condition that the father was wicked. Here too, we view 
his vow as having been made on condition that his obligation be 
related to the Menorah then before the Amud. RAE asks, why is 
he obligated in 6 ? Isn’t the minimum of “candles” - 2 ? Why 
don’t we say: ,xp, ygun ,xp, ? RAE answers, citing Tosafos, 
that the rule of ,xp, ygun ,xp, only applies where no upper limit 
is known. With no basis for a higher number, we must stop at the 
minimum. However, since here we have an upper limit – 6 
branches, we can obligate him in that amount. So too regarding 
ohnh, where faced with a choice between 1 year and 2 years we 
might have opted for the lower number. However, since 2 years 
represents an upper limit, the rule of ,xp, ygun ,xp, would not 
apply, and the Gemara properly considered that possibility.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
Two Jews entered into a partnership, investing together in various forms 
of merchandise, and drew up a contract which stated that all profits 
realized were to be split evenly between them. However, any vthmn 
found by one of them did not belong to the partnership, but went to the 
finder alone. One commodity purchased by the partnership was a large 
amount of olive oil, which was stored in the house of one of the 
partners. One day, his wife noticed that oil was leaking out of the side of 
one of the barrels. She immediately brought over containers to catch 
the leakage, which quickly filled up, and like the wife of Ovadia with 
Elisha’s brocho, she filled up all available containers, at which time, the 
leaking barrel, still full, stopped leaking. After recovering from the shock, 
the husband proceeded to raise a Sheilah with the Admas Kodesh as to 
whether this was profit or vthmn. The Admas Kodesh was not surprised, 
having heard of a similar occurrence before, and contrary to the opinion 
of his colleagues, the Admas Kodesh ruled that the oil was to be deemed 
a vthmn, as it seemed more likely that Hashem would produce such a 
miracle for the benefit of the woman and her husband, than for the 
benefit of the partnership entity.  

P.S . Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Kagan family. 


