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IMPORTANCE OF ....
The Gemara (Bava Basra 16b) says that Yaakov was cooking
red ��	�� (lentils) because Avrohom had died, and it was the
custom for an ��� (Yitzchok) to eat ��	��. Rashi adds that since
Aisav began his life of sin that day, Hashem caused Avraham to
die, rather than witness his grandson’s behavior. R’ Shlomo
Kluger asks, the �”�	� ����� in Moed Katan (�”�) states that
Rabbeinu Gershon sat Shiva 14 days for his son who had been
���  ���� (denied Hashem), immediately upon his becoming a
����. If so, since Aisav had also become a ���� that day, denying
��� ���� and ����� �����, perhaps Yitzchok was sitting Shiva
for that, and as such, we have no proof that Avrohom died that
day. He answers that ��	�� are a food specifically associated
with death, and not simply with sitting Shiva. As such, the �����
must have been for Avrohom’s death. Besides, the Rosh says that
when a �	� dies, the proper thing to do is celebrate, as the Posuk
says: �
� ���	� �����, and not sit Shiva. (Dovid HaMelech sat
Shiva for Avshalom, even though he was a �	� because he had
not sinned ������ - for spite, but out of ambition.) Shouldn’t the
same be true regarding one who becomes a ���� ? However, the
Bais Yosef  (�”�� 345) explains that when Rabbeinu Gershon sat
Shiva, it was to soothe some of his own pain by mourning the
fact that his son had not utilized the opportunity to do Teshuvah.
Apparently, such an ����� might be permitted. However at
death, the Rosh maintains that if he died a �	�, he must suffer a
little after burial before death provides him with enough ���� to
warrant �����. Since the opportunity for ����� begins at burial
time, the fact that a mourner could not begin it then, removes the
possibility for it forever, under the rule of ���
 ���
	 ����.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
What minimum ����	, sufficient for one person, also acceptable
for two, but only if they act consecutively, not together ?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:
(Why do we say ����� ���� ��	� and not all cities of Eretz Yisroel ?)

The Shitah Mekubetzes (Kesubos 7b) quotes a Yerushalmi which
says that when Aisav disputed Yaakov’s right to MeOras
HaMachpela, Yehudah killed him. As a result, when Aisav later
achieved dominion over Eretz Yisroel, they decreed that all girls
of Yehudah submit to the ������ (governor) before marriage. To
evade this decree, weddings in Yehudah were made quietly. The
Nusach was therefore established to pray that the decree be
abolished, and that once again the sounds of a Chasunah be
heard in the cities of Yehudah. (R’ Avrohom Gottesman)

DIN'S CORNER:
If a group is traveling in several vehicles, and one of them breaks
down requiring a small delay, all must wait until it is fixed. If the
wait will be unusually long, they need not wait. (Kitzur 189:6)

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....
The Gemara (Gittin 23a) explains that a blind man is ineligible
to deliver a Get because he cannot testify with certainty as to the
identities of the husband or wife involved. Rav Yosef asks, if so,
how is a blind man permitted to live with his wife if he can’t see
her, and how may anyone know for certain that they are with
their spouse where it is difficult to see, such as at night ? We
must conclude that one is normally able to identify their spouse
through ��� �
�� ������ - voice recognition, which applies
equally to sighted and blind people alike. As such, why couldn’t
the blind Get agent ascertain the identities of the husband and
wife this way as well ? The Gemara therefore concludes that
since the agent must say ���
 �
��� ���
 �
�� - [the Get] was
written and signed before me, a blind man is disqualified because
he could not witness such an act. The Shevus Yaakov (1:100) was
asked to rule in a situation where two men witnessed a beating
and murder from a distance. They were unable to identify the
victim by appearance but they heard his pleas for mercy and
were certain that it was the husband of a woman who was now
asking for a P’sak that her husband had died. Acknowledging
that ��� �
�� ������ is an acceptable premise dating back as far
as Yitzchok’s statement: ��� �� ���, the Shevus Yaakov
distinguished between a situation where there was potentially
conflicting evidence - such as where the witnesses testified that
his appearance was not consistent with his voice, and where there
was no such conflict, such as in his case. Nevertheless, the
Shevus Yaakov was reluctant to rule alone in her favor, since this
was a case of first impression for him. If she was able to secure
similar rulings from 2 other Poskim, he would gladly join them.

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:
$�PDQ�FDPH�WR�VHH�5·�(OLPHOHFK�RI�/L]HQVN�ZLWK�D�SUREOHP��+H�KDG�D

GDXJKWHU� RI� PDUULDJHDEOH� DJH� EXW� KH� KDG� QR� PRQH\� ZLWK� ZKLFK� WR

SURYLGH�D�GRZU\��)RUWXQDWHO\��+DVKHP�KDG�EHHQ�NLQG�HQRXJK� WR� VHQG

KHU�D�ZRUWK\�&KDVDQ�IURP�D�ILQH�IDPLO\��ZKR�ZDV�VDWLVILHG�WR�PDUU\�KHU

ZLWKRXW� D�GRZU\��+RZHYHU�� WKH�$XVWULDQ�.DLVHU� KDG� OHYLHG� D�PDUULDJH

WD[�RI�����JROG�SLHFHV�RQ�HYHU\�JLUO�ZKR�ZLVKHG�WR�PDUU\��7R�SD\�VXFK

D�ODUJH�VXP�ZDV�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�PRVW�RI�WKH�SHRSOH��DQG�PDQ\�JLUOV�ZHUH

JURZLQJ� ROGHU� ZLWK� OLWWOH� KRSH�� +H� ZLVKHG� WR� FDOO� +DVKHP� WR� D� 'LQ

7RUDK�RYHU�WKLV��5·�(OLPHOHFK�WROG�KLP�WR�FDOO� WZR�PRUH�'D\DQLP� �DQG

WKH\�ZRXOG�KROG�WKH�'LQ�7RUDK��7KH�SHWLWLRQHU�VWDWHG�KLV�FDVH��KRZ�WKH

ILUVW�PLW]YDK� LQ� WKH� 7RUDK�ZDV� ����� ����� ZKLFK� WKH\� ZHUH� HIIHFWLYHO\

EDUUHG�IURP�IXOILOOLQJ�XQOHVV�+DVKHP�FDXVHG�WKH�GHFUHH�WR�EH�YRLGHG��5·

(OLPHOHFK�DVNHG�WKDW�D�*HPDUD�*LWWLQ�EH�EURXJKW��ZKHUH�KH�VKRZHG�WKH

RWKHU�WZR�'D\DQLP�KRZ�WKH�*HPDUD�GHDOV�ZLWK�D�KDOI�VODYH·V�PDUULDJH

SURVSHFWV��+H�FDQQRW�PDUU\�D�JHQWLOH�PDLG�EHFDXVH�KH� LV�KDOI� -HZLVK�

KH� FDQQRW� PDUU\� D� -HZHVV� EHFDXVH� KH� LV� KDOI�VODYH�� ´7KHUHIRUH�� WKH

*HPDUD�VD\V�����������������ZH�IRUFH�KLV�PDVWHU�WR�IUHH�KLP�HQWLUHO\��µ

$�IHZ�GD\V�ODWHU��WKH�WD[�ZDV�DEROLVKHG�

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Mayteles family.


