
 

Vol 31 # 20                    PLEASANT RIDGE NEWSLETTER                                   s”xc   
p”a, A Kehilas Prozdor Publication 

 (c) 1990-2020 Rabbi Leibie Sternberg             (Monsey/Spring Valley Z’manim)                        tc, hf :,arp 
 http://www.prozdor.com          Candles Mincha     Daf Yomi     Shachris      a”ezx 
                                                                                                                                                  Friday       7:05             7:15                            7:00/8:00     9:41 
                                                                                          uc,f, vcuy vbak    Shabbos                     1:45/6:30          5:30          9:00                                  9:41 
       Sunday                                              7:12                              7:15             8:00                      9:41 

This issue is dedicated: 
hukv auchhk vsuvh r”c vfkn h,run hnt b”zku              ktuna r”c ctz irvt crv hrun hct b”zk 

Dedications ($18) and appreciations may be sent to: Kehilas Prozdor, 8 GreenHill Lane, Spring Valley, N.Y. 10977 (845) 354-7240 
As this contains Divrei Torah and partial Pesukim, it should be treated with proper respect, both during and after use 

ohhj cegh r”c ovrct      rhtn ojbn r”c vecr       ;xuh vhksd r”c ktuna       hukv ejmh r”c krgp        hukv cuy ouh ovrct r”c auchhk vsuvh b”gku     
     

 

IMPORTANCE  OF ....  

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 41b) says that we may say Kiddush 
Levanah until the moon’s indentation is filled in. When is that ? R' 
Yaakov says up to 7 days and those from Nehardea say until the 
16th. However, on or after the 16th, one may no longer fulfill the 
mitzvah. During a cholera outbreak, a European town found that 
every night for the first two weeks of the month the clouds had 
blocked the moon, preventing Kiddush Levanah, causing the 
residents significant anguish.  Doctors had cautioned that the sick 
people not be upset by anything, so the Rav permitted Kiddush 
Levanah to be said on the eve of the 16th. The Chasam Sofer (j"ut 
102) took a dim view of this ruling, as the moon begins to decline 
on the 16th. Besides, any negative Mazel or symbol that is present 
in such a long wait can always be used as a warning to do 
Teshuvah. The Shelah states that in the word vpheav, a znr exists 
to vph eav - the bag is attractive. How does this fit in the Posuk ? 
The Chasam Sofer cites the Gemara (Succah 29a) which lists 
several things affecting the sun or moon. In one instance, where 
the sun appears dark, similar to a ea (sack), the Gemara predicts 
that famine is on the way. However, Bnei Yisroel need not fear 
this consequence, if they take the omen as a sign to do Teshuvah. 
Therefore, the Posuk reads: ... lrcu ohnav in lhase iugnn vph eav - 
the symbol of the sun/moon appearing like a sack, which comes 
from lhase iugn, will result in lrcu if the Bnei Yisroel realize that 
the symbol was ohnav in, to encourage Teshuvah. The same 
should be true regarding a covered moon. Although it prevents 
Kiddush Levanah, it would serve nevertheless as a Musar. 
However, since the lives of cholera patients would be endangered 
if they were upset, saying it on the eve of the 16th was supportable.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If one is asked for information about someone, is he obligated to 
ask the asker if his purpose in asking is L’Toeles ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(May one disclose who used someone’s things without permission ?)  
If someone asks who used his things without permission, one may 
disclose that person’s identity only if the asker’s intent is to 
charge him money for it or to take measures to prevent it from 
happening again, but not if he simply wants to yell at him.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
When a number of people are sitting together for a Shabbos meal, 
either at one table or several tables, and each has his own wine 
and Lechem Mishnah, if each of them recites his own Kiddush 
then the others need not cover their Challos as each one makes 
Kiddush; but they must all cover their Challos if one person 
makes Kiddush for them all.  Similarly, when those attending a 
“Kiddush” after davening prepare some Mezonos to eat after 
Kiddush is recited, if they intend to partake of the wine that the 
Mekadesh said Kiddush over, they must cover their Mezonos 
during Kiddush, but not if they don’t intend to drink of that wine. 
(Shemiras Shabbos K’Hilchaso 47-25 n.125) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Mishna (Bikurim 3:2) describes how all those who had 
Bikurim to bring to Yerushalayim would gather in the main 
regional city (i.e. Eretz Yisroel was divided into 24 regions 
corresponding to the 24 groups of Kohanim who served annually 
in the Beis Hamikdash), and from there they would all travel 
together in fulfillment of the Posuk: lkn ,rsv og crc (Rambam 
Bikurim 4:16). The concept of lkn ,rsv og crc manifests itself in 
several ways. 1) Many people do their individual mitzvah 
together, like Bikurim; 2) Many people are involved in one 
mitzvah, like Tefilah in one Shul, or where many Kohanim passed 
along the bowl of Korban Pesach blood from one Kohen to the 
next rather than one Kohen walking the blood over to the 
Mizbeyach himself, because of lkn ,rsv og crc (Pesachim 64a); 
3) Many people watch another perform a mitzvah. The Gemara 
(Yoma 68b) states that those in the Beis HaMikdash on Yom 
Kippur could choose, either to watch the Kohen Gadol reading 
from the Torah or watch the Korbanos burning. The Gemara 
explains that although the rule of lkn ,rsv og crc should apply to 
require a larger crowd for the Kohen Gadol, one may still choose 
to watch the burning instead. From here it would seem to imply 
that lkn ,rsv og crc is itself a mitzvah that one performs while 
watching another do a mitzvah, such as what Chasidim do when 
they watch their Rebbe. 4) One person is thmun many others with a 
mitzvah (or brocho), such as during Havdalah, where one person 
can recite the brocho on the candle on behalf of all present. This 
is a Machlokes (Berachos 53a) between Beis Hillel, who says that 
where the candle was brought to those studying in the Beis 
HaMidrash, one person should recite the brocho for all, to fulfill 
lkn ,rsv og crc, while Beis Shammai says each person should 
recite his own brocho, to prevent Bitul Torah – a momentary loss 
of Torah study. How would one brocho to be thmun others cause 
Bitul Torah, where each person’s individual brocho would not ? 
Perhaps, when each person recites his own brocho, everyone else 
is still studying. However, when everyone is listening to the 
thmun’s brocho, no Torah study is taking place for that moment.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man who used to ask many Shailos in Kashrus to a certain Rav 
suddenly stopped, and several months went by before he appeared again 
before the Rav. When the Rav asked him what he had been doing during 
this time, he replied that someone had advised him that since the Posuk 
says about a Neveilah: u,ut iufhka, ckfk, he could place any 
questionable meat in front of his dog, and if the dog ate it, that would 
indicate that it was a Neveilah; if the dog did not eat it, he could assume 
that it was kosher. The Rav asked him, so why did you come to me 
today ? to which the man replied that he found his dog to be too much 
of a Machmir.  
P.S. Anyone interested in a Shabbos Netz minyan, see Jay  Greenfield.    


