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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Taanis 16a) lists the following attributes to be 
sought in a Shliach Tzibur for fast-day Tefilos: He should 1) have 
small children but no money; 2) work in the field but his house is 
empty; 3) have had a respectable youth; 4) be humble; 5) be 
acceptable to the Tzibur; 6) have a sweet and pleasant voice; 7) be 
expert in Tanach, Midrash & Halachos; and 8) be fluent in the 
Tefilos. The Gemara asks: isn’t “no money” the same as “house is 
empty” ? The Gemara answers that “house is empty” means that 
his house is empty of sin, which the Rambam (Taanios 4:4) 
understands to mean that the members of his household are not 
sinners. The Gevuras Ari asks, does it make sense for the Gemara 
to first insist on the integrity of the members of the Shliach 
Tzibur’s household, and then to require that the Shliach Tzibur 
himself have a good reputation ? The Afarkasta D’Anya (2:10) 
cites the Gemara (Succah 56b) which describes how the Mishmar 
of Bilgah was penalized after Bilgah’s daughter Miriam married a 
Greek and made heretical statements about the Avodah. Abaye 
said that penalizing the whole Mishmar was justified, because she 
was only repeating what she heard from her parents. As such, it 
would be instructive to check the integrity of a Shliach Tzibur’s 
children first, in order to know what the father is like presently, 
before investigating his younger days. The Be’er Heitev (53:6) 
quotes MaHaram Mintz who says that the Shliach Tzibur’s 
clothing must be completely clean without a stain. The Navi says 
that Yehoshua Kohen Gadol’s clothing were filthy because his 
sons had married women inappropriate to the Kehunah. The 
Posuk: uh,ubcu uhbc xgfn .tbhu ‘s trhu is a Remez to rejection based 
on sinful children. Although ideally one should not select a 
Shliach Tzibur with such children, still, if he has been in place for 
several years and is otherwise suitable, if his children have now 
strayed k”jr, he need not be dismissed 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If one hears others speaking Lashon HoRa but he does not believe 
any of it, is he permitted to stay there, or must he leave ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(May one accept as true negative Chinuch-related words of a child ?)  
If a child speaks negatively about a teacher, even if Chinuch-
related, one may not believe the child, but one must investigate to 
determine the truth, and take action accordingly, if necessary. One 
may then inform the Menahel, but without giving the impression 
that one had first-hand knowledge.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may not use or enjoy the walls, decorations or S’chach of a 
Succah during the entire Yom Tov of Succos, as they are Muktza. 
One may avoid some of this by specifically stating before Bein 
HaShemashos at the beginning of Succos that the decorations on 
the walls (but not  those hanging from the S’chach) should not be 
Muktza. (Kitzur 134:12)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Megilah 6b) records a Machlokes regarding in 
which of the two months of Adar one is to read the Megilah. R’ 
Eliezer holds it should be read in Adar-I, because of the rule 
which forbids one to pass over a mitzvah (,umnv kg ihrhcgn iht), 
while R’ Shimon says it should be in Adar-II so as to connect the 
Geulah of Purim with that of Pesach. According to R’ Eliezer, if 
one did not read the Megilah on the 14th day of Adar-I, he would 
have to wait until the 14th of Adar-II, since the days in between 
were not eligible for the reading. Therefore, by missing the 
opportunity to read in Adar-I, he has been rhcgn on that mitzvah, 
which is no longer available to him. After another 29 days, 
another mitzvah opportunity will present itself, in Adar-II. On this 
basis, the Avnei Nezer (j”ut 459) states that since the mitzvah to 
construct one’s Succah begins immediately after Yom Kippur, as 
the Rema (j”ut 625) writes, where there is an intervening 
Shabbos between Yom Kippur and Succos, the entire Succah must 
be completed before Shabbos. Since one may not construct the 
Succah on Shabbos, the initial mitzvah to build must end with the 
onset of Shabbos. Afterwards, if it has not yet been completed, a 
second mitzvah would begin after Shabbos, just as with the 
Megilah. Therefore, if one did not complete the construction 
before Shabbos, he has been rhcgn on the mitzvah of building the 
Succah. However, this may presuppose that all Shabbos 
preparations, which are rhs, (frequent), have already been 
completed. The Pesach HaDvir (3:250) writes that when 
presented with both sets of preparations, even if one has a servant 
who is adept at Shabbos preparations but is not talented in Succah 
construction, one must still engage oneself in the Shabbos 
preparations under the rule of ujukacn r,uh uc vumn, even if it will 
mean that the Succah construction is delayed. 
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The Dubner Magid once visited a wealthy man, seeking a donation for 
an important matter of ohuca iuhsp (redeeming a prisoner). When the 
wealthy miser refused to give him anything, the Magid told him that 
there was a good chance that he would now merit a share in Olam 
HaBa. When asked to explain, the Magid said: "There was once a 
wealthy man, like you, who demanded that all his money be put into his 
casket when he died. When he arrived in Heaven, his deeds were 
examined and they found that he had not given any Tzedaka. He 
explained to them that he was never sure if those who begged him for 
money were honestly poor. He therefore planned to disburse his wealth 
from Heaven, where he could see who was authentic. The Heavenly 
Court had never heard such a line before but they agreed that if they 
could find 2 others who had done the same thing, they would be willing 
to accept the excuse and award him a share in Olam HaBa. 
Unfortunately, searching through history, the only one they could find 
was Korach, who had also died together with all of his wealth”. Pointing 
to the miser, the Magid concluded: “However, when you come before 
them, you will be the third, and the Heavenly Court will be sure then to 
award you a prominent portion in Olam HaBa, as you would deserve”. 

P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. All 
are invited to the Simchas Beis HaShoevah 2nd night of Yom Tov (Monday 
night) after 9:30. 


