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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Kiddushin 2b) states that although the Posuk says  
uhbpk xub, ohfrs vgcacu uhkt tm, sjt lrsc (you will go out to 
meet him [the enemy] on one route, and flee before him using 
seven routes), and the word lrs is clearly used in the masculine 
form (rfz) as indicated by the numbers sjt and vgca, still, we 
may not derive from here that the word ‘lrs’ is always rfz  
because of an assumption that perhaps here it was used this way 
as it is the accepted practice for men to go to war, and not women. 
However, the Mishna (Sotah 44b) states that for a vumn ,njkn (a 
war that is a vumn, such as Yehoshua’s capture of Eretz Yisroel) 
even a bride is inducted, straight from the Chupah. The Sefer 
HaChinuch confirms that the vumn of going to war against the 
seven nations that inhabited Eretz Yisroel applies to both men and 
women. Apparently, women did have a place on (or near) the 
battlefield. The Gemara (Nazir 59a) quotes R’ Eliezer who 
extends the Issur against women wearing men’s clothing to a 
woman who goes to war, wearing armor or a weapon. The Taz 
(s”uh 182:4) notes that if she only wears it for protection from the 
weather (e.g. holding up a shield to protect her from the sun or 
rain), there is no Issur. If there is no Issur when she protects 
herself from the weather, why should there be an Issur if she uses 
the armor as protection from an enemy ? Granted, wearing armor 
and weapons as protection from an enemy is truly wearing a 
man’s clothing in its natural way. However, is not her safety a 
concern, and would not apb juep preempt the Issur of wearing a 
man’s clothing ? The Ikvei Aharon suggests that since the Issur 
against wearing men’s clothing is to prevent the ,ubz that a 
woman’s mingling among men might encourage, such a risk of 
,uhrg hukhd is one of the sins not preempted by apb juep.    

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Is it Assur to speak disparagingly about a group of people, 
without meaning or referring to anyone in particular, such as 
Misnagdim talking about Chasidim or Ashkenazim on Sefardim ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(When would a Shliach Tzibur’s approval require less than unanimity ?)  
The Mishna Berurah (53:62) states that if most of the Tzibur 
wants a certain Shliach Tzibur, and the idolatrous governor also 
campaigns for him and wins over those opposed to him, the 
Shliach Tzibur may not be approved, as the governor’s 
involvement makes him unacceptable.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
When saying Shema, one must stress the letter “Yud” of ktrah 
and "Zayin" in the word "urfz," so that it does not sound like 
"urea," ["you will lie"] or "urfa," ["you will be hired / paid"], 
which would make one appear like a servant who serves in order 
to receive a reward. One must also stress the "Zayin" in the word 
"o,rfzu". One must also be careful with all other words in Shema, 
not to slur over a letter or let c sound like p. (MB 61:32) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Bava Metzia 114b) states that Rabba b. Avahu met 
Eliyahu HaNavi as he was standing in a cemetery of idolaters, and 
asked Eliyahu (who was a Kohen) how he could be standing in 
such a place. Eliyahu replied: Did you not learn Taharos, where 
R’ Shimon b. Yochai establishes (from ’ufu ost ihhure o,t) that 
idolaters do not convey Tum’ah ? Rabba replied that he could not 
even master the 4 Sidrei Mishnah – Moed, Nashim, Nezikin and 
Kodashim, which were still relevant outside Eretz Yisroel and 
without a Beis HaMikdash. Rashi explains that Kodashim was 
still relevant, as the Gemara (Menachos 110a) states that Talmidei 
Chachomim who study laws of the Avodah are credited as if they 
had offered Korbanos in the Beis HaMikdash. The Mishnah 
(Zevachim 46b) lists 6 Kavanos that are required during the 
Avodah, but concludes that Beis Din, out of fear that one would 
have the wrong Kavanah, enacted that the Kohen have no 
Kavanah at all as he does the Avodah. The Lechem Mishnah (rpua 
2:4) cites Rabbeinu Yonah’s opinion (Berachos 12) that even if a 
mitzvah does not require Kavanah, that could only be the case 
where the mitzvah at least involves a physical act; where the 
mitzvah is performed thru speech, hearing or thought, Kavanah is 
always required. This would mean that despite the physical 
Avodah being valid where the Kohen had no Kavanah, today, 
where the Avodah is “fulfilled” via Torah study or Tefilah, 
Kavanah is crucial. For this reason the Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 
101:1) rules that one must have Kavanah at least during the first 
brocho of Shemona Esrei. However the Rema acknowledges the 
possible futility of repeating it again without Kavanah. The 
Magid Mishna suggests that perhaps this is why Chazal instituted 
that one bow during the first 2 and last 2 berachos, so as to add a 
physical element to the Tefilah, and validate it without Kavanah. 
He finds a Remez to this in the Posuk: ,uagk lumn  .. ‘s vzv ouhv 
where the Midrash Tanchuma adds: vgrfbu vuj,ab utuc, followed 
by: lcck kfc o,ut ,hagu ,rnau – and lcck refers to Tefilah.  
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Shlomke of Zevhil was one of those Yidden who lived a life of piety 
and Chesed to others without anyone noticing his unique Kedushah for 
a long time. He was particularly concerned that poor people should have 
housing, and to this end, he arranged for a hekdish - a building where 
the poor could live. One day, his son came to visit him with worry on his 
face. His son, R’ Shlomke’s grandson was very sick, and he asked R’ 
Shlomke to daven for his recovery. R’ Shlomke thought for a moment 
and then said “We need a Zechus for him”. R’ Shlomke then went to the 
hekdish and approached a poor widow with several children and asked 
her to start paying rent for her rooms there. The poor woman was 
shocked and angry, and let R’ Shlomke “have it” for his nerve in asking 
her to pay rent with the few pennies that she used to feed her children. 
All the while R’ Shlomke took the humiliation of her words with an inner 
smile, and later told his son that his son would soon recover. However, 
years later, the grandson had a relapse, and when R’ Shlomke 
approached the widow again, hoping for a repeat, he was disheartened 
when the woman apologized for her earlier words and agreed to start 
paying a partial rent. R’ Shlomke knew instantly that his grandson would 
not recover. 

P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


