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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 339:5) states that we are accustomed to 
spill out all drawn water in the vicinity when someone dies. The 
Shach offers two reasons for this: 1) So that people will learn of 
the tragedy without having to be told verbally, and 2) Because the 
,unv ltkn places a drop of deathly blood in all sitting water. The 
Meforshim derive a znr to this from the words: vsgk ohn vhv tku - 
a scarcity of water befell the Jews following the death of Miriam, 
ostensibly because all drawn water was thrown out. Rashi states 
that from here we see that the Jews enjoyed use of a well in 
Miriam’s ,ufz for 40 years, which stopped briefly upon her death. 
The MaHarsha notes that the Gemara (Bava Metzia 86b) 
identifies Miriam’s well as being provided originally in the ,ufz 
of Avrohom (for having offered the 3 ohftkn water). Why then 
was it called Miriam’s rtc ? Because it would only have lasted a 
short time in Avrohom’s ,ufz - in Miriam’s ,ufz it was able to last 
40 years, and perhaps longer. The Rema (j”ut 299:10) describes a 
minhag to draw water from a well on Motzai Shabbos based on 
the fact that Miriam’s rtc apparently travels all over the world on 
Motzai Shabbos, contributing to all wells. Anyone who drinks of 
the water from ohrn ka vrtc will be healed of all disease. 
Although the Rema himself never saw this minhag in practice, it 
appears to be based on the Kol Bo (41) who writes of a ihja vfun - 
a man afflicted with a terrible skin disease, whose wife went out 
to draw water one Motzai Shabbos, and when she returned, her 
pitcher broke, splashing the water onto her husband. Whatever the 
water touched was immediately healed.    

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
The Rema (j”ut 135:2) states that if one Shabbos there was no 
Krias HaTorah, that Parsha has to be made up on the following 
Shabbos. When would the reason for having had no Krias 
HaTorah exempt the Tzibur from making up the missing Parsha ?           

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(What mistake must be fixed in Shacharis but not Mincha ?)  
The Biur Halacha (127) says that if one mistakenly said cr ouka 
instead of ouka oha during Shacharis, if he realizes his mistake 
before saying ‘s v,t lurc, he should stop, and begin ouka oha; if 
he said ouka oha during Mincha where according to Nusach 
Ashkenaz he was supposed to say cr ouka, he need not go back 
and say cr ouka, as ouka oha has more ,uaec.      

DIN'S CORNER:  
If an act is not a Scriptural vftkn but rather forbidden on 
Shabbos as a “Shevus” (Rabbinically), it is permitted to ask a non-
Jew to perform it on behalf of a Jew if one of four conditions 
exist: 1) to assist one who feels even mildly ill (physically or 
emotionally); 2) to prevent a great financial loss; 3) to assist in the 
performance of a mitzvah; and 4) if there is an urgent need. A 
Scriptural vftkn may not be performed, even if several of these 
conditions are present. For example, a non-Jew may not light a 
candle to enable a Jew to learn Torah. (MB 307:19) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Gittin 45b) states that a Sefer Torah, Tefillin and 
Mezuzos that are written by an idolater, woman, child or 
various others, is Posul, because if these people are not included 
in the obligation of o,raeu (Tefillin wrapping) then they are 
ineligible for o,c,fu (writing the Parshios). Rabbeinu Tam 
derives from here that a woman may not bind the Arba Minim 
together, or tie Tzitzis onto a 4-cornered garment either, as she is 
not obligated in the mitzvos of Lulav or Tzitzis. If so, should not 
this rule also apply to the making of Bigdei Kehunah, which can 
only  be worn by a Kohen, and as such, a non-Kohen should be 
ineligible to make Bigdei Kehunah, as he is ineligible to wear 
them. Yet, there is no such Halacha.  Perhaps, Rabbeinu Tam 
intended his rule to apply in the case of Arba Minim or Tzitzis 
because no woman is ever obligated in those mitzvos, unlike 
Bigdei Kehunah, where even if a non-Kohen male cannot wear 
Bigdei Kehunah, a Kohen male can, so the mitzvah's connection to 
the male gender should render even a non-Kohen male eligible to 
make the garments. However, the Midrash specifically includes 
women in the category of ck hnfj, who are eligible to make the 
Bigdei Kehunah, in spite of the fact that no woman will ever wear 
them. Is this not a problem for Rabbeinu Tam ? The Birchas 
Aharon suggests that Rabbeinu Tam may have chosen those two 
examples because they are both preparatory acts that are part of 
an ultimate mitzvah, though not a mitzvah themselves. Since 
women have no connection with the ultimate mitzvos of Arba 
Minim or Tzitzis, they certainly have no connection with their 
related preparatory parts.  Making Bigdei Kehunah on the other 
hand is a separate mitzvah on its own, an obligation resting on all 
of Klal Yisroel based on the Posuk : asue hsdc ,hagu, not related 
directly with a Kohen's obligation to wear those garments. As 
such, there should be no reason why a non- Kohen or a woman 
should be ineligible to produce those garments.    
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
Three American boys studying in Eretz Yisroel decided one day to visit 
the holy Rabbi Abuchatzaira (a.k.a. "Baba Sali") and receive a brocho 
from him. After a series of buses, taxis and walking, they arrived at his 
home and waited in the anteroom with many other unusual and noisy 
people. Suddenly, a door opened and Baba Sali appeared. He looked 
around the room and his eyes settled on the three boys, whom he fixed 
with an angry glare. "What are you doing here ?! You are wasting time 
that should be spent learning ! Go back immediately to the yeshiva and 
study !" Thunderstruck, the three boys turned and left. As they waited 
for the return bus to approach, a tragic accident occurred and two of 
the boys were killed. The third boy was understandably in shock for 
several months over these events until he finally decided to fly home. 
Before leaving however, he was determined to make some sense of 
what had happened so he traveled back to Baba Sali. This time, the holy 
man welcomed him graciously and explained: "When the three of you 
entered my home, I felt a strong sense of death. When I came out to 
see why, I saw the ,unv ltkn hovering above the 3 of you. I felt that 
the only thing I could do to help would be to embarrass all of you, since 
embarrassment is equivalent to death. That is why I yelled at you. 
Unfortunately, it seems that only you were embarrassed by it”.   

P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family.  


