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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Bava Metzia 71a) quotes R’ Shimon ben Elazar as 
saying that he who lends his money interest-free is praised in the 
Posuk: okugk yunh tk vkt vaug…labc i,b tk upxf (he lent his 
money without interest … he who does so will never be 
displaced, i.e. lose it), which implies that he who lends with 
interest will lose his money. The Gemara asks: Do we not find 
that people lose their money even without having lent with 
interest ? R’ Eliezer answers (as Rashi explains) that when people 
lose their money without having lent it with interest, it isn’t 
completely lost – they will get it back. However, if they lend with 
interest they will lose it and never recover it. The Shev Shmaatasa 
asks, may we not continue the Gemara’s question by noting that 
many people unfortunately suffer a financial loss, losing their 
money and not recovering it, even if they had not lent with 
interest ? He answers, citing a Midrash (Bamidbar 22:8) which 
says: onurn ;t khpan ‘s (Hashem humbles and even elevates). 
Why are possessions called ohxfb ? Because they are hidden 
(vxfb) from one and made available to another. Why is money 
called ohzuz ? Because they move (zz) from one person to another.  
A noblewoman asked R' Shimon ben Chalafta what Hashem has 
been doing since Creation and he answered that Hashem has been 
making ladders, lowering some people while elevating others. f”g 
Thus, the money lost by those who do not lend with ,hcr 
(interest) is not lost permanently – it will turn up somewhere, 
albeit in another person’s possession. However the money lost by 
those who violated the laws of ,hcr will remain lost forever, to 
everyone - okug ,yun.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would the Halacha be that one should vkhj,fk daven a 
weekday Shemona Esrei on Shabbos ?       

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(Why are there 2 reasons not to daven Shemona Esrei loudly ?)  
The Taz (j”ut 101:1) states that one may raise his voice in 
Shemonah Esrei, if he needs to do so for Kavanah, and he would 
not be suspected of being vbnt hbyen. The Dibros Ariel (Sotah 43) 
suggests that if many raised their voice, those who did not would 
be suspected of aveiros which they wished to keep quiet, listing 
them during ubk jkx. As such, everyone must keep quiet. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
One must be careful not to allow bread to touch meat for fear that 
something of the meat may stick to the bread, and one might 
forget and eat the bread with milk/cheese. The same concern 
applies to bread touching cheese. If they did touch, one must 
scrape away the bread at that spot, but if it was only the bread 
crust that was touched, it is sufficient to wash off the area of the 
crust.  (Pischei Teshuvah s”uh 91:3:4)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Rosh HaShanah 8b) discusses what appears to be a 
contradiction regarding how and when the laws of Yovel begin. 
The Posuk states: rpua urhcg, ohrupfv ouhc which implies that with 
the sound of the Shofar on Yom Kippur, the Yovel year with all of 
its laws begins. Yet, the Posuk: vba ohanjv ,ba ,t o,aseu 
explicitly sanctifies the entire 50th year, which presumably begins 
on Rosh Hashanah. The Gemara suggests that the opinion of R’ 
Yishmael considers both sources, and concludes that on Rosh 
HaShanah the laws of Yovel begin to take effect but are not 
finalized until Yom Kippur. Thus, servants who are to go free in 
Yovel will stop working on Rosh HaShanah, but will only be 
allowed to return to their homes on Yom Kippur. The Gemara 
(ibid 9b) establishes a premise, that if the Bnei Yisroel do not 
observe the various laws of Yovel in the 50th year, the year does 
not become sanctified as Yovel for purposes of leaving the land 
fallow and unworked. R’ Yehuda says that servants must be 
released, for Yovel to take effect and R’ Yosi says that blowing 
the Shofar is necessary for Yovel to apply. [The Chachomim 
require all laws to be observed for Yovel.] The Turei Even 
suggests that this is what R’ Yishmael had in mind when referring 
to the period between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur. Since it 
will not be known until Yom Kippur whether the Shofar will be 
sounded, the final establishment of Yovel can only be determined 
then. However, once the Shofar is sounded, all the laws of Yovel 
will retroactively apply back from Rosh HaShanah. However, the 
Halachos Ketanos (2:245) was asked whether a ,hbgbf vjpa was 
permitted to an hrcg scg during the period between Rosh 
HaShanah and Yom Kippur of the Yovel year. He replied that the 
hrcg scg was not entirely set free until Yom Kippur so he could 
continue the relationship, but he could not begin a new one. 
Apparently, the Halachos Ketanos did not agree with the Turei 
Even that the Yovel laws apply retroactively back to Rosh 
HaShanah because if they did, the Heter of a vjpa would have 
been removed for the hrcg scg as of Rosh HaShanah. Therefore, 
the Halachos Ketanos and other Acharonim must hold that the 
Yovel year begins on Rosh HaShanah, but its laws take effect on 
Yom Kippur because of a cu,fv ,rhzd without being retroactive. 
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
Napoleon Bonaparte, as part of his program to introduce equality of 
rights in France, attempted to coerce the Jews to intermarry and to 
generally become more assimilated. When the Chida went to see him,  
the Emperor expressed “surprise” that Jewish prophets throughout 
history had never forseen his rise to power in their visions of the future. 
The Chida assured him that as everything has a znr in the Torah, there 
was one for him as well. In fact, the Chida added, we find in the Posuk: 
ofk h,,b cuy jek hf (for I have given you a good portion), the words 
cuy jek translate into French as “Part bon”, a clear znr to the 
Emperor’s name. Napoleon was so delighted to be thus acknowledged, 
that the Chida used the opportunity to add: “However, finding the 
Emperor’s name in this phrase places a responsibility upon him to 
comply with the second half of the Posuk - ucuzg, kt h,ru,, by 
safeguarding the Jew's right and ability to study and observe the Torah”.  

P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


