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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Shabbos 25b) asks: rhag vzht – who is wealthy ? R’ 
Meir says it is one who takes pleasure in his wealth. R’ Tarfon 
says it is one who has 100 vineyards, 100 fields and 100 servants 
to work in them. R’ Akiva says it is one whose wife’s deeds are 
exemplary. R’ Yosi says it is one who has a bathroom near his 
[dining] table. The MaHarsha explains that R’ Meir’s position is 
that of Pirkei Avos (4:1) -  uekjc jnav rhag uvzht, which all the 
Tanaim agree with. However, since many people believe that 
accumulating wealth serves the purposes of: 1) providing honor; 
2) allowing one to be generous to one’s wife; and 3) securing 
support for illness, the suggestions of the three Tanaim were 
intended to show how baseless these theories are. R’ Tarfon 
showed how there is no limit to what one can physically desire. 
R’ Akiva implied that if one’s wife is not spiritually inclined, he 
will never be generous enough to satisfy her. R’ Yosi pointed out 
that good hygiene is more effective in dealing with illness than a 
cash reserve. The Chasam Sofer (Avos) notes that uekjc jnav 
refers to one who rejoices at the fact that Hashem has much more 
in store for him, but only gives him a portion of it from time to 
time, as necessary. R’ Chaim Volozhin once asked his Rebbi (the 
GRA) how to understand the statement of the Tanna Devay 
Eliyahu, that one of Hashem’s Midos is uekjc jna. Does this not 
imply that Hashem only has a portion of the whole, where the 
whole is much greater ? How could that be ? The GRA replied 
that we see from the Posuk: ung ‘v ekj hf that Hashem’s 
“portion” is Klal Yisroel, with whom Hashem is happy, in both 
good times and not so good times.        

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Why do we say SheHechianu before blowing Shofar both days of 
Rosh HaShanah, but do not do so for Esrog & Lulav on both days 
of Succos ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would a Kohen be asked to leave the Shul after his Aliyah ?)  
The Kovetz Or HaMeir (Kuntres 11, 5559) quotes an opinion 
(concurred in by R’ Mordechai Benet) that on Rosh Chodesh, if 
there is no Levi, the Kohen should not be given the second Aliyah 
huk ouenc, since he would then be reciting a brocho over 3 
Pesukim, one of which he already read in his own Aliyah. Instead, 
he should be asked to walk out while a Yisroel is called up for the 
second Aliyah.    
DIN'S CORNER:  
If one has two Esrogim to choose from, if one is exactly the 
minimum size (of an egg) and the other is bigger, he must spend 
up to a third more, to purchase the bigger one. He might have to 
do the same when one is more Hadar than the other. However, 
once one has purchased an Esrog that is larger than an egg, he 
need not spend any more to purchase another that is bigger or 
more Hadar. (The GRA may disagree) If one spends more than a 
third more for a better Esrog, whatever he spends over a third, 
will be reimbursed to him from Hashem in his life. (MB 656:5-6) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara  (Kidushin 41a) states a general rule that when one is 
presented with a mitzvah, it is a greater fulfillment of the mitzvah 
when he performs it himself, rather than to do so through a 
Shliach (agent). The Yismach Moshe (end of ceg) notes that this 
rule only applies where the Shliach was retained without pay. 
However, where the Shliach receives rfa, then the payment of 
wages by the sender is deemed the equivalent of a personal, 
physical act. The same concept explains the ruling of the Rema 
(s”uh 242:34) where the lost object of one's father must be given 
precedence over a lost item of one's Rebbi only where the father 
is paying the Rebbi to teach his son, because payment renders it 
as if the father himself is teaching the son. Otherwise, the Rebbi's 
item goes first. The Magen Avraham (j”ut 432:5) cites a similar 
outcome, where a man is told to do Bedikas Chometz himself, 
because of ujukacn r,uh uc vumn. Yet, in those areas where some 
pay to have it done for them, one may still hire another to do it. 
The Rambam (vru, rpx 7:1) rules that although it is a mitzvah for 
every man to physically write a Sefer Torah, if one does not know 
how to write, another should do it for him. What if he can write, 
but not well ? The Chayei Adam (68:7) raises this question - is it 
better to write a Sefer Torah himself, illegibly, or to hire a scribe 
to do it nicely, and leaves the question unresolved. Certainly, 
since one may hire someone to do a mitzvah and have it deemed 
as if the sender did it, it should be no problem to hire someone to 
erect one's Sukkah. However, the ARI Z"L states that the sweat 
one produces in laboring for a mitzvah erases sin the same as 
tears, which could not be achieved through the sweat of another.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man came to the Chofetz Chaim and poured out his tale of woe. 
Whatever vocation, business or trade he tried, he was unable to make a 
success of. He had decided therefore, to pick himself up and travel to 
the United States, where he had heard, the “streets were paved with 
gold” albeit “even the stones were Traife”, and he wished to know 
whether the Chofetz Chaim thought it a good idea. The Chofetz Chaim 
replied that the answer to his dilemma lay in the way we do the ohgubgb 
(waving of the Lulav) on Succos. The custom is to wave the Lulav in all 
directions when we say tb vghauv ‘s tbt because when we need a vguah 
we look to any direction and try whatever strategy is available. However, 
this is only the case when we are in need of an actual vguah - i.e. 
deliverance from a desperate situation, such as no food to put on the 
table. Where on the other hand, what we are seeking is success in our 
lives, then we see from the fact that for tb vjhkmv ‘s tbt we do not wave 
the Lulav, that we may not just run anywhere and do anything to 
achieve success. “If your situation is desperate and you believe that 
travelling to the United States will provide you with a vguah, then by all 
means go ahead. However, if you are getting by, but would like to find 
streets paved with gold in order to achieve success, then I advise you 
not to risk your ,uhbjur in the spiritual wasteland of the United States.”  
P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. All 
are invited to the Sternberg Sukkah, Monday night, after 9:30 for Simchas 
Beis HaShoeva. 


