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IMPORTANCE  OF ....  
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 45b) states that as a result of the Posuk: 
vbuatrc uc vhv, ohsgv sh (the witnesses' hand must begin the 
accused’s execution), if a witness lost his hand after testifying, the 
execution must be cancelled. The Radvaz (3:627) was asked if one 
is obligated to sacrifice a limb in order to save another’s life. 
Although he concluded that one is not so obligated, the Or 
Sameach (jmur 7:8) sought to prove that no such obligation could 
exist, from the following: The Gemara (Sanhedrin 44b) states that 
after Shimon b. Shetach captured and executed 80 witches who 
were practicing sorcery in Ashkelon, relatives of the witches, 
seeking to take revenge, hired two witnesses to falsely testify 
against Shimon b. Shetach’s son, who was convicted and 
sentenced to death based on their testimony. When he 
passionately declared his innocence on the way to his execution 
and called down justice on the false witnesses, the two witnesses 
recanted and admitted their lie. However, since we have a rule for 
testimony: shdnu rzuj ubht cua shdva iuhf – once a witness testifies 
we do not accept anything else but their original testimony, Beis 
Din refused to listen and the execution was carried out. The Or 
Sameach notes that Beis Din might have ordered the witnesses to 
cut off their hands, thereby canceling the execution. Since they did 
not, clearly one is not obligated to sacrifice a limb, even to save a 
life. However, Igros Moshe (s"uh 2:174) maintains that Beis Din 
would never have ordered the witnesses to sever their hands, as 
Beis Din is bound to believe the original testimony no matter how 
much the witnesses deny it later. Still, the witnesses themselves, 
who knew the truth, were surely obligated to voluntarily sever 
their hands in order to save him.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If one wishes to unburden his heavy heart but his story contains 
Lashon HoRa, may he do so, and may one listen to him ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Must a youthful aveirah be disclosed when one reaches Shidduchim ?)  
If he had committed a major aveirah in his youth only once and 
has clearly done Teshuvah and is engaged in Torah, one should 
not disclose the aveirah. If he had transgressed several times, if it 
is not clear that he did Teshuvah, then if asked, one may disclose; 
if it is known that he did Teshuvah, one may also disclose it and 
characterize it as non-fatal to the Shidduch, unless one senses that 
disclosure will end it, in which case one should say nothing.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
From Rosh Chodesh Elul until the day before Erev Rosh 
HaShanah, the Shofar is sounded at the end of each weekday 
Shacharis in order to awaken people to Teshuvah before they go 
to work. If it was not sounded after Shacharis it should be 
sounded after Mincha. (Igros Moshe j”ut 4:21:5) One who 
davened without a minyan need not blow the Shofar. One should 
also say the Mizmor of hrut ‘s susk after Shacharis and Mincha, 
followed by Kadish. (MB 581:2-3)   

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Pesachim 21b) states in R’ Avahu’s name that 
wherever the Torah forbade something to be eaten, that Issur 
implies a prohibition against having any benefit (vtbv ruxht) as 
well, since  “vkhft” includes any benefit leading to vkhft. Thus, 
one would not be allowed to buy and sell animals or food that may 
not be eaten. This is derived from the fact that the Torah 
specifically permitted disposing of a carcass (Neveilah) by selling 
it to a non-Jew – hrfbk rufn ut, implying that without that Posuk, 
one could not do so. The TaZ (s”uh 117:1) derives further that the 
Chachomim were not empowered to forbid something that the 
Torah clearly permitted, since we do not find that they forbade 
this sale Rabbinically. How then are we to understand why Shofar 
and Lulav are Assur on Shabbos ? In what way is hrfbk rufn ut 
more resistant to a Rabbinic Issur than such major mitzvos as 
Shofar and Lulav ? The Gemara (Shabbos 23a) asks: ubum ifhv – 
where were we commanded to observe Chanukah ? R’ Avya says, 
from the Posuk rux, tk and R’ Nechemya says from the Posuk: 
lk urnthu lhbez lsdhu lhct kta, both of which obligate us to obey  
Chachomim. The Ramban explains that R’ Avya finds rux, tk to 
incorporate all Rabbinic rules, both vag and vag, tk while R’ 
Nechemya uses lhct kta for vag.  The Emek Halacha (2:1) 
suggests that lhct kta would apply only where there is some 
question (vkta) because if it is clearly stated in the Torah, there is 
no question. Similarly, the Parsha which culminates in rux, tk 
begins with the words lnn tkph hf where Rashi says vtkpv means 
that which is concealed (vxufn). Only where something is not 
clearly defined would rux, tk apply. As such, the clear Heter of 
hrfbk rufn ut has neither element of vkta or vtkpv. Shofar and 
Lulav on the other hand, raise a question as they conflict with 
Shabbos. As such, the Chachomim had the right to make it Assur.     
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
In 1977, the Agudas Yisrael party joined Menachem Begin’s Likud party 
to form a government. Surprisingly, when discussions were held 
regarding fiscal allocations for yeshivas, which had been negligible at 
most, Begin announced that Torah institutions would receive 100% of 
their budget from the government, like other educational institutions. 
Understandably, this news brought much rejoicing, and was conveyed 
to the Moetzes Gedolei Yisroel who were meeting at this time. Amid the 
smiles and berachos circulating, Rav Shach ZTL stood up and said: “I 
have a policy from the Chofetz Chaim that, under no circumstances can 
we agree to this. First, the privilege of supporting Torah belongs to all 
Jews and no one should take it away from them. Second, Chazal warn 
us not to become too close to governmental authorities, who cannot be 
trusted, as their interests change from day to day. Third, what will 
happen when a future government will decide to reduce the budget or 
its support ? The yeshivas will have grown accustomed to all their needs 
being met, donors will have committed their donations elsewhere and it 
will be difficult to begin fundraising again. We may accept at most 60% 
of the budget”. The Moetzes members were shocked but had to agree.  
P.S. Anyone interested in a Shabbos Netz minyan, see Jay  Greenfield.    


