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IMPORTANCE OF ....   
The Gemara (Berachos 21a) states that we derive the obligation 
to say Birchos HaTorah before engaging in Torah study from the 
Posuk: ubheuk-tk ksud ucv tret 's oa hf. The Midrash (Devarim 
Rabba 8) stresses that the brocho is for our benefit, assuring us 
that vru,v ,t ofk h,,b of,grk tna urnt, otu - if we were to say 
that perhaps Hashem has given us the Torah "for our bad", we 
should rest assured that this was not the case; it was of,cuyk - for 
our good. What does this mean ? How could we ever imagine the 
Torah to be given to us for bad ? Tosafos (Chulin 105a) quotes 
the BaHaG who says that one need not recite a brocho over 
Mayim Acharonim (used to wash one's hands before bentsching) 
because the water’s purpose is only to prevent danger (of injury to 
one's eyes if touched by salty hands). Similarly, one does not 
recite a brocho of gna ,urek ubuhmu before saying Krias Shema in 
bed, since that Krias Shema is only said to protect oneself during 
the night. The Lev Aryeh points out that when Bnei Yisroel left 
Egypt, Pharaoh noticed ofhbp sdb vgr hf - an evil mazel was before 
them. This mazel, characterized as a "default" mazel, needs Torah 
and good deeds in order to be changed for the better. As such, one 
might be tempted to say that the Torah was also given only for 
our protection, to prevent the evil mazel from harming Bnei 
Yisroel and as such, no brocho should be recited, just as no 
brocho is recited before washing with Mayim Acharonim. 
However, the Midrash concludes that the Torah offers much more 
than protection from evil. This may be what the Midrash meant 
by of,grk tna. If the Torah had only been given for "our bad", 
i.e. to save us and protect us from our evil mazel, then perhaps no 
brocho would have been required. Since the Torah was given 
of,cuyk - for our good, a brocho is required.      

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Is changing one’s name an appropriate strategy for a childless 
couple the way it is for one who is sick ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(May a non-faster receive an Aliyah on Yom Kippur ?)  
A non-faster may receive an Aliyah on Yom Kippur if the Kriah is 
deemed to be for ouhv ,ause, like every Shabbos. However, if it is 
deemed to be for the Taanis, then he may not. The Poskim are 
split over this issue, some holding that Yom Kippur cannot be 
more lenient than other fast days which are only D’Rabonon, and 
some restricting only Maftir, which speaks of fasting, and some 
who apply the same theories to Kriah for Mincha. (See t”gr 2:24) 

DIN'S CORNER:  
Since one may not use or enjoy the walls, decorations or S’chach 
of a Succah during the entire Yom Tov of Succos, as they would 
be Muktza, one should avoid this problem by specifically stating 
before Bein HaShemashos at the beginning of Succos that the 
decorations on the walls (but not those hanging from the S’chach) 
should not be Muktza. (Kitzur 134:12)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Yoma 69a) states that Kohanim were not permitted 
to walk outside of the Beis HaMikdash wearing their vbuvf hsdc, 
but they were permitted to wear them inside the Beis HaMikdash 
even when not doing the Avodah. This is because the Torah was 
given not to angels, but rather to humans, who could not be 
expected to remove the garments immediately upon completing 
the Avodah without an extra moment's delay. However, taking 
them out of the Beis HaMikdash is deemed kuj - profane.  The 
Mishna (Succah 28b) describes how one is permitted to leave the 
Succah and enter the house when his food begins to spoil from the 
rain. The Rema (j"ut 639:7) states that if one is ruyp from the 
mitzvah of Succah (such as when it rains) and nevertheless 
remains in the Succah, he receives no reward and the act is 
deemed foolish. The cuy ouh dbug (j"ut 49) asks: it should be 
forbidden to sit in the Succah during the rain, since one may not 
derive personal pleasure from the walls and S'chach of the 
Succah, where no mitzvah is taking place. If there is a roof (or 
"Shlock") covering the Succah, this would seem not to be a 
problem, as the Succah would then be Posul, and the Torah 
would allow vtbv in such a case. However, why isn't sitting in an 
open Succah in the rain prohibited ? He answers that as was the 
case with vbuvf hsdc,  the mitzvah of Succah was also not given to 
angels, but rather to humans who couldn't be expected to leave the 
Succah at the exact moment that it was no longer a mitzvah to sit 
in it. Yet, Tosafos (Yoma 69a) notes that a Kohen would not be 
permitted to put on vbuvf hsdc in the first place, even in the Beis 
HaMikdash, if not planning to perform the Avodah. The analogy 
to angels would only apply where he was previously permitted to 
wear them. As such, the Oneg Yom Tov would hold that one 
should also not be allowed to enter an open Succah during the 
rain for the same reason. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man came to R' Chaim Soloveitchik in Brisk, complaining that his 
relative had died that morning, and yet the Gabbai of the Chevra Kadisha 
had give first burial rights to a rich man that had died later in the day. R' 
Chaim opened the Rambam to Hilchos Avel, looked through it and then 
announced: "I will reprimand the Gabbai but it is no concern of yours". 
The Rabbonim who were present were mystified. They had themselves 
looked through the Rambam and found nothing on this subject. And 
why was it no concern of the relative ? R' Chaim explained to them that 
precedence of one ,n over another could be dictated either by the rule 
of: ,uumnv kg ihrhcgn iht, or by some specific rule of ,nv sucf. In 
looking through the Rambam, R' Chaim found no relevant Halacha 
dealing with this as an issue of ,nv sucf, thereby eliminating that 
reason. "As such, if it is only a matter of  ,uumnv kg ihrhcgn iht, the 
Gabbai did nothing to disgrace the relative's ,n, and therefore owes 
him no apology. However, I, as the Rav must instruct the Gabbai in the 
proper ihs".    
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family. (Please 
visit www.perekmishna.com for a worthwhile timely undertaking) 
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