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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Kidushin 76b) states that the Posuk which defines 
the requirements for a king - lhjt cren lkn lhkg oha, oua is not 
speaking only about kings, but rather all communal appointments 
may be made only lhjt cren – from your [Jewish] brethren. The 
Gemara (Sotah 41a) relates that King Aggripas, whose mother 
was Jewish but whose father descended from Herod who was a 
slave, cried when reading the Posuk hrfb aht lhkg ,,k kfu, tk, as 
he realized he was not qualified. Bnei Yisroel assured him that 
v,t ubhjt – you are our brother. The Gemara states that as a result 
of this flattery, Bnei Yisroel were deserving of a very harsh 
punishment. Rashi explains that although technically, Aggripas 
was Jewish by virtue of his mother, it was demeaning for Bnei 
Yisroel to accept a king with his paternal lineage. Tosafos asserts 
that this rationale could not have been responsible for the many 
deaths that were attributed to the flattery, and maintains instead 
that whereas a Jewish mother might be sufficient for other 
communal appointments, selection of a king requires a Jewish 
pedigree from both sides. This is confirmed by the additional 
Posuk: lkn lhkg oha,  lhjt cren. The Meforshim note the double 
use of lhkg oha, and then the switch to lhkg ,,k. The Gemara 
(Menachos 59b) discusses a Korban Mincha brought to atone for 
a sin, where the Torah states: vbuck vhkg i,h tku ina vhkg ohah tk – 
do not place oil on it and do not put levonah on it. The Gemara 
explains that even the slightest amount of oil invalidates the 
Korban because ohah implies even a minimal amount; whereas 
only a full Kezayis of levonah will invalidate the Korban because 
i,h (a vbh,b) denotes a significant amount. The MaHaril Diskin 
uses this to explain why the Posuk describing the diseases of 
Egypt states: lhtbua kfc ob,bu lc onhah tk – they will not fall on 
you [even slightly], but will be put [substantially] on your 
enemies. The same distinction seems to apply to a king as well. 
The word oha,, as it applies to other communal appointments,  
satisfies lhjt cren with just a Jewish mother. However, the 
appointment of a king is subject to: hrfb aht lhkg ,,k kfu, tk    
where ,,k requires a significant placement, with a full pedigree.  
QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Is it a mitzvah to visit Eretz Yisroel for a temporary stay ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Which brocho may only be said if one means it from the heart ?)  
The Rema (219:4) rules that one may recite a Birchas HaGomel 
to express gratitude for the good fortune of someone else, using 
the word: lknda or hctk knda or h,atk instead of hbknda, but only 
for a relative or close friend for whom he means it with heart-felt 
sincerity, and not simply saying it to be polite. (See MB 18).   

DIN'S CORNER:  
When separating non-food items on Shabbos, such as books or 
clothing, if one mistakenly selected something he didn’t want, he 
should use it briefly before discarding it. If the item desired is at 
the bottom of a pile, he may/should shift everything over and then 
take the desired item. (Kaf HaChaim 319:25)    

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Bava Metzia 29a) raises the question of one who is 
watching and caring for a found item until he can identify the 
owner and return it. Is he a Shomer Chinam (unpaid) or a Shomer 
Sachar (paid) caretaker ? Rabbah says he is unpaid and R’ Yosef 
says he is paid. What is he paid ? R’ Yosef says he is exempt 
from having to give Tzedakah while he is caring for the found 
item, because he is involved in the mitzvah of Hashovas Aveidah 
(returning a lost item), and one who is involved in a mitzvah is 
Potur from all other mitzvos. The Nesivos asks, even if he is Potur 
from the positive mitzvah of giving Tzedakah, that exemption 
surely does not permit him to transgress related prohibitions such 
as lsh ,t .upe, tku lcck ,t .nt, tk which forbid one from 
hardening his heart or closing his hand against giving Tzedakah. 
The Gemara (Kidushin 34a) states that women are exempt from 
time-dependent mitzvos, but are obligated in those mitzvos that are 
not time-dependent, such as Hashovas Aveidah, Maakeh (erecting 
a fence around one’s roof) and Shiluach HaKan (sending away 
the mother bird before taking the fledglings or eggs). The Ritva 
asks why the Gemara needed to give such an explanation, in light 
of the fact that each of those mitzvos also had a corresponding utk 
associated with it: Hashovas Aveidah – okg,vk kfu, tk; Maakeh 
– l,hcc ohns oha, tk; Shiluach HaKan – ohbcv kg otv je, tk. 
As such, would women be permitted to violate these prohibitions 
even if the mitzvah was time-dependent ? The Ritva answers that 
these prohibitions are only intended to bolster and encourage the 
performance of the underlying mitzvah. So if someone would be 
exempt from the underlying mitzvah itself, the prohibitions would 
also not apply to him/her. Koveitz Shiurim (Bava Basra 48) uses 
this rationale to answer the question of the Nesivos by applying it 
to Tzedakah, where if one is exempt from the mitzvah because he 
is engaged in a different mitzvah, such as Hashovas Aveidah, the 
associated ihutk  of .nt, tk and .upe, tk would also not apply.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
An executive director in Eretz Yisroel was going to the U.S. to collect 
money for a Kollel. Before leaving he visited the Steipler Gaon asking for 
a brocho that he should see Hatzlacha. The Steipler gave him a brocho 
and $50 to start him off. When the man reached New York, he made 
several appointments with wealthy businessmen, but as his 3-week stay 
came to an end, every appointment that he had made was not 
successful, and he had not even made the cost of his flight. As a final 
blow, he arrived late at the airport for his return flight, and now faced 
the weekend without anywhere to stay. He remembered an old 
Chavrusa from years before and with some discomfort called him. The 
friend gladly came to pick him up and over Shabbos, he lamented his 
lack of success. On Motzai Shabbos, his host made a series of phone 
calls and 2 hours later a few dozen men sat in the living room waiting 
for the pitch. The man found himself somewhat tongue-tied, but then he 
opened his wallet to show everyone the $50 bill that the Steipler had 
given him to start with. The $50 bill was auctioned off and the man 
returned to Eretz Yisroel with over $30,000.   
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Miller family. (Please visit 
www.perekmishna.com for a worthwhile timely undertaking) 
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