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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Mishna (Sanhedrin 111b) states that the residents of an  
,jsbv rhg, in addition to being executed for idolatry, also forfeit 
their portion in tcv okug. Tosafos (ibid 47a) notes that the 
execution of those who are ihs ,hc ,,hn chhj acts as a Kaparah for 
their sin, and as such, when the residents of the ,jsbv rhg are 
judged and executed, they regain their portion in Olam HaBa. 
Tosafos therefore limits the loss of Olam HaBa to those who were 
able somehow to escape execution. The Rambam (vrz vsucg 4:6) 
describes the process and conditions under which a city may be 
declared an ,jsbv rhg, adding that if the residents do Teshuvah, 
they are absolved. The Raavad points out that this is a very novel 
conclusion, for nowhere else do we find that a sinner, after being 
warned and then committing the sin, can do Teshuvah and escape  
punishment. The Tchebiner Rav (ohrahn ccus 1:21) suggests that 
according to the Rambam, execution effects a Kaparah but only 
together with Teshuvah. Therefore, the ,jsbv rhg residents would 
lose their Olam HaBa if they went to their death without remorse, 
or Teshuvah, which is why the Rambam states that Teshuvah 
absolves them. The Tchebiner Rav offers the following rationale: 
The Rambam (,uaht 9:6) rules that if one sends a Shliach to 
betroth a woman for him, and the Shliach dies (w/o reporting 
back), since the Shliach has a vezj that he fulfilled his mission, 
all women are forbidden to the sender as possible relatives of the 
woman the Shliach betrothed. Why aren’t all women forbidden to 
marry as possibly the one he betrothed ? Because the Shliach’s 
vezj cannot affect anyone beyond himself and his sender. A 
sinner too, is punished to fulfill lcren grv ,rgcu. If the sinner did 
Teshuvah, perhaps he is no longer “grv” and should be spared. 
However, since he ruined his ,uraf ,ezj by sinning, he is now a 
gar and we no longer believe him when he says he did Teshuvah. 
But a city is an ,jsbv rhg only if the residents worshipped Avodah 
Zara collectively, and one person’s gar ,ezj cannot affect the 
rest of the city to deny them the possibility that he did Teshuvah. 
As they each have that same possibility vis-à-vis the group, unless 
they are still clearly sinning, the Teshuvah works to free them. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Which brocho may only be said if one means it from the heart ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would only a man – not a woman, have to return an vshct ?)  
The Magen Avrohom (j”ut 301) rules that on Shabbos, if a man 
finds Tefillin on the street, he should put them on to transport 
them to his house, but a woman may not do so. a”g 

DIN'S CORNER:  
Although one does not include personal requests in his Tefilos on 
Shabbos, that refers to requests that he can make after Shabbos. 
However, if he will not be able to make them after Shabbos, such 
as saying Tefilas HaDerech where necessary, he may do so on 
Shabbos. One may always daven for Hatzlacha in what he is also 
engaged in, even on Shabbos. (B’Tzeil HaChochmah 5:41) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Mishna (Berachos 20a) states that women are exempt from 
reciting Krias Shema every morning and evening, and the 
Gemara asks why it was necessary to single out their exemption 
from this mitzvah since they are in any case exempt from all 
mitzvos that are time-dependent. The Gemara answers that Krias 
Shema represents ohna ,ufkn kug ,kce, and as such, might have 
been an exception. HaDrash V’HaIyun suggests the following 
rationale: The Gemara (Rosh HaShanah 16b) states that one is 
obligated to visit one’s Rebbi during Yom Tov. The Zohar states 
that visiting one’s Rebbi fulfills: ‘s hbp ,t lrufz kf vtrh, and the 
obligation is derived from the Shunamis whose husband asked her 
why she was going to visit Elisha since it wasn’t Shabbos or Rosh 
Chodesh, implying that on those days there was an obligation. 
Many Rishonim hold that this mitzvah only applies to Yom Tov 
and question the proof from the Shunamis, which doesn’t even 
mention Yom Tov. The Pnei Yehoshua asks why the Shunamis 
would have been obligated on Shabbos or Rosh Chodesh at all, as 
the obligation would seem to have been time-dependent. He 
answers that this obligation is not time-dependent, because one 
would theoretically be obligated to honor one’s Rebbi every day  
with a visit, if not for the fact that one must work for a living etc.. 
The time-dependency exemption applies where the obligation was 
enacted initially for specific times. However, where the obligation 
was a constant one, and was reduced to specific times for other 
reasons, the result might not be a time-dependent mitzvah. 
Therefore, the Shunamis woman could be obligated in this 
mitzvah, and a woman could also have been obligated in Krias 
Shema because ohna ,ufkn kug ,kce is also a constant obligation, 
which was reduced to morning and evening. Therefore, the 
Gemara needed to state that nevertheless, women were exempt. 
The Chanukas HaTorah notes that the obligation to visit one’s 
Rebbi on Yom Tov derives well from the Shunami husband’s use 
of Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh – and not Yom Tov,  suggesting 
that a woman should not visit a Rav when his Talmidim are 
present, such as on Yom Tov. This is why the husband asked her 
why she was going to Elisha, since she should only go on 
Shabbos or Rosh Chodesh, when the Talmidim were not there.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Simcha Bunim of Pshischa began his adult life as a merchant dealing 
in lumber. When he would travel to Danzig with other merchants, he 
would spend all his travel time in study. The other merchants would ask 
him, as he was obviously so learned, what did he gain from his visits to 
Tzadikim that he could not find in his Seforim. He tried to explain but 
they didn’t understand him. One evening they asked him to accompany 
them to a show, and he of course, declined. When they returned, raving 
about the wondrous things they had seen, he said he knew about them, 
as he had read the program. “You can’t really know if you didn’t see it 
with your own eyes !” they replied. “It’s the same with Tzadikim” he said.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Grossman family. (Please 
visit www.perekmishna.com for a worthwhile timely undertaking) 
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