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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Sifri explains that the first Posuk in Devarim lists all the 
places where Bnei Yisroel did things to anger Hashem. The 
Aveiros themselves are not stated, ktrah ka isucf hbpn. The 
Meforshim ask, why do we find elsewhere that Moshe was 
explicit in scolding the Bnei Yisroel, calling them names (e.g. 
o,hhv ohrnn) and referring specifically to their iniquities, without 
apparent concern for their Kavod ? The Posuk states further that: 
vru,v ,t rtc van khtuv - Moshe began translating the Torah into 
70 languages, presumably for the benefit of the Goyim. Why 
educate the Goyim in all the Aveiros of the Bnei Yisroel ? The 
Mishna says (Avodah Zara 21a) that one may not rent a Merchatz 
(bathhouse) to a non-Jew because the non-Jew will permit its use 
on Shabbos, and it will still be referred to as the Jew’s Merchatz. 
The Rambam (n”vp) explains that a non-Jew will enjoy creating a 
Chilul HaShem by allowing this reference. The Divrei Yoel quotes 
Meforshim who ask, the Gemara (Moed Katan 12a) states that a 
Merchatz may be rented to a non-Jew over Shabbos or Yom Tov 
provided it is outside the T’chum. Since Jews will presumably not 
go outside the T’chum on Shabbos, they won’t see it in operation. 
(Over Chol HaMoed, it may not be rented even outside the 
T’chum). Why are we not concerned here with the fear that a non-
Jew may refer to it as the Jew’s ? He answers that where a non-
Jew sees a Jew being Mechalel Shabbos, the Chilul Hashem is not 
so great because the non-Jew is aware that in every religion, there 
are those individuals who choose not to observe. However, when 
Chilul Shabbos takes place in front of other Jews and no one 
complains, then the Chilul Hashem is greater. As such, we are not 
as concerned with a Merchatz outside the T’chum, since there are 
no observant Jews to see its use. Generally, to prevent a Chilul 
Hashem, it was necessary for Moshe to chastise Bnei Yisroel 
explicitly (o,hhv ohrnn). It is actually a Kavod for Bnei Yisroel to 
be yelled at for their Aveiros, as Moshe usually did. However, in 
Devarim there would be no Kavod in the Torah’s explicit review 
of Bnei Yisroel’s Aveiros, so a Remez (hint) was sufficient.    

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would someone be required to say the special Tisha B’Av 
Mincha Tefilah of ojb during Maariv and Shacharis ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Who needs no Pidyan HaBen unless his father died within 30 days ?)  
The Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 305:19) rules that a Chalal - the son of 
a Kohen and a woman he was not permitted to marry (e.g. a 
Gerusha), needs a Pidyan only if the Kohen dies within 30 days 
of his son’s birth. If the Kohen lives beyond the 30 days, the 
Kohen himself keeps it, or the Chalal inherits it.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
The custom among many when Tisha B’Av falls on Sunday is to 
be at home as Shabbos ends, and to then say Baruch HaMavdil 
Bein Kodesh L’Chol before changing one’s shoes and clothing, 
and then going to Shul for Maariv. (Piskei Teshuvos 553:1) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Taanis 30b) states that during the 40 years that Bnei 
Yisroel wandered in the Midbar, Hashem spoke to Moshe with a 
cold manner. At the end, after those over the age of 20 finished 
dying, Hashem restored His previous affectionate manner. 
Tosafos cites a Midrash which describes the graves dug each year 
on Erev Tisha B'Av to claim the bodies of those destined to die 
that year and the Rashbam explains that all year no one ever died, 
except on Tisha B'Av, and every Tisha B'Av, 21,000 plus a little 
more from those destined to die in the Midbar, would succumb. 
The yearly excess over 21,000 added up over time to total a little 
more than 15,000. The MaHarsha and others are quick to point 
out that 21,000 for 40 years, plus 15,000 was far more than the 
600,000 number, upon whom the decree of death in the Midbar 
fell, and accordingly, the MaHarsha advocates modifying our 
version of this Tosafos. However, the Chavas Yair (250) suggests 
that the Midrash implies in several places how during those 40 
years, whenever Tisha B'Av would fall on Shabbos, the usual 
deaths would not occur. As such, since Moshe sent the Meraglim 
in the 2nd year and the Gemara (Bava Basra 121a) makes clear 
that no one died in the 40th year, only 37 years of possible deaths 
remain. The Levush - Hilchos Rosh Chodesh determines that in 37 
years, Tisha B'Av will fall on Shabbos 9 times, leaving a total of 
28 years in which Bnei Yisroel died on Tisha B'Av. Since the 
Posuk in Bamidbar lists the actual number of those over the age 
of 20 at 603,550, the calculation of 28 years X 21,000, plus 
15,000 = 603,000, which, if one adds a little for the excess over 
the 15,000, should equal the exact amount. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
When the Chofetz Chaim published his first Sefer, he did so in Vilna. All 
published works had to be examined by the government censor, who in 
Vilna, was an assimilated Jew. The Chofetz Chaim found himself sitting 
before this censor on many occasions and in one conversation, the 
Chofetz Chaim happened to mention something in passing regarding 
non-Jews, whom he described as “the Goyim, LeHavdil”. The censor 
became incensed, criticizing the whole perspective of separation. “All 
men are created equal !” he argued. “Why is there a need to 
discriminate between Jew and non-Jew ? It is exactly because of this 
attitude that Jews have suffered for so long. It is far better to join with 
the non-Jew in the community of man as I have, than to perpetuate this 
silly distinction which only works to the Jew’s detriment”. The Chofetz 
Chaim, in his kindly and pleasant manner replied: “It is not I who has 
made the distinction. It is the Ribono Shel Olam who said: ‘VoAvdil 
Eschem MiKol HoAmim’ – and I separated you [Bnei Yisroel] from all 
the nations. The separation is there. It is our choice to decide on which 
side of the divider we wish to be. I have chosen the Jewish side”. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos will not be eaten in Shul this week. Please take 
note of the time change for the second Mincha. Maariv on e”amun will be  
at 9:05. (Please visit www.perekmishna.com for a worthwhile undertaking) 

http://www.perekmishna.com/

