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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Mishna (Rosh HaShanah 32a) states that in each of the three 
sections of the Rosh HaShanah Musaf, we say Pesukim from the 
three categories (Torah, Neviim, Kesuvim), starting with Torah 
[then Kesuvim] and ending with Neviim. Tosafos asks, do we not 
always say: ohcu,fc akuanu ohthcbc huba placing Neviim before 
Kesuvim. Why are Kesuvim said here before Neviim ? The RaN 
answers:  ihshrun ihtu asuec ihkgn – we go up from Kesuvim which 
have a lower level of sanctity, to Neviim, which are higher. The 
Magen Avrohom (j”ut 153) asks, does not the RaN himself say 
that one may place Kesuvim Sefarim on top of Neviim Sefarim 
and vice versa, as their sanctity is equivalent ? The Rosh cites a 
Beraisa which also places Kesuvim before Neviim, and which 
refers to Neviim as vkce hrcs and Kesuvim as vause hrcs. Rashi 
(Chulin 137a) explains that Neviim are vkce hrcs because they 
were originally to be transmitted orally to Bnei Yisroel, after 
which they were written down. Kesuvim on the other hand, were 
intended from the start to be written down. Thus, although the 
Gemara (Berachos 5a) expounds on the words: h,c,f rat  to 
refer to ohcu,fu ohthcb (both of which are written), the Torah also 
states that Hashem will appoint a Navi and place His words in the 
Navi’s mouth, ovhkt rcsu – and he [the Navi] will speak to them 
[Bnei Yisroel]. (The Or HaChaim HaKadosh notes that Torah 
itself involves a third form - ovhpc vnha, where Bnei Yisroel are to 
become fluent in reading it as well.) Pachad Yitzchok (Shevuos 2) 
suggests that this explains the seeming contradiction of the RaN. 
Certainly, in book form, both Neviim and Kesuvim are equivalent, 
and one may place either one on top of the other. However, with 
regard to  the Rosh HaShanah Musaf, the Neviim Pesukim possess 
a higher degree of importance, as they also fulfill Hashem’s direct 
decree of ovk ohet thcb to speak Hashem’s words. As such, the 
RaN saw in the sequence of Pesukim where Kesuvim came before 
Neviim, a practical application of ihshrun ihtu asuec ihkgn.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would Melachah be permitted on Yom Kippur, under non-
threatening circumstances, but eating would still be Assur ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Must one look for sinners to give vjfu,, or only if he happens to see them ?)    
The Ksav Sofer (z"gvt 47) holds that the Magen Avrohom (j"ut 
608:3) which says that one should only give rebuke if the sinner 
won't hate him for it, is talking about an individual who happened 
to see someone sin. However, a Rav must seek out (would-be) 
sinners and attempt to strengthen their Torah observance.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
One is permitted to swallow saliva on Yom Kippur as doing so is 
not an act of drinking, but rather an act of swallowing, which 
even the Rabanan did not forbid. (MB 567:13) One should 
however not intentionally produce saliva to alleviate the fast. The 
Chasam Sofer forbade saliva on Yom Kippur night, as it might 
still have the taste of food eaten earlier.  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Yoma 66b) lists a series of questions posed to R’ 
Eliezer, which he appeared to evade. The Gemara explains that 
R’ Eliezer would not render a ruling if he had not heard it from 
his teachers. To one such question – what is the Halacha if the 
Azazael goat is pushed off the cliff but it doesn’t die ? – R’ 
Eliezer replied with a Posuk: ‘s lhchut kf uscth if (Shoftim 5:31) 
– so should all Hashem’s enemies be lost. What was R’ Eliezer 
trying to say ? The Bnei Yisaschar (Kislev-Teves 4:18) notes that 
the Nusach of Al HaNisim for Chanukah begins with a mention of 
Matisyahu ben Yochanan, whereas the Nusach for Purim lists 
Mordechai without his father’s name. He explains that when the 
Gemara (Horios 10b) states: vnak tka vumnn vnak vrhcg vkusd, 
praising an aveirah performed for Hashem’s sake, it is because a 
sin done vnak has a unique power to inflict punishment on the 
enemies of Bnei Yisroel. Since it is an aveirah it must be 
punished, but because it was done vnak, the punishment is 
deflected away from Bnei Yisroel. The Mishna (Sotah 47a) states 
that Yochanan Kohen Gadol discontinued the Torah-mandated 
recitation of ,hcv in asuev h,rgc that one said after “paying up” 
one’s Maaser obligations every 3 years, because the Bnei Yisroel 
were violating Ezra’s decree that Maaser must be given to Leviim 
and not Kohanim. As a result of Yochanan’s well-intentioned sin, 
punishment was meted out - but to the Greeks, explaining why 
Yochanan’s name is mentioned as Matisyahu’s father. Here too, 
the MaHaram TaB adds, when R’ Eliezer heard the question, his 
reaction was to wonder why the Azazael goat would not have 
died. Was there to be no Yom Kippur forgiveness ? It must be that 
all of Bnei Yisroel’s sins that year were sins done vnak. As such, 
the Bnei Yisroel would not have been slated for punishment, 
which was why the goat may have fallen down the cliff without 
dying. Therefore, R’ Eliezer’s response was ‘s lhchut kf uscth if 
as the punishment would be deflected out to Hashem’s enemies. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A gentile was once constantly threatening the life of a certain Jew. The 
Jew came to ask R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin, formerly Rav of Brisk, what 
he should do. R’ Yehoshua Leib told him to study each day from the 
Mishnayos of Maseches Midos, where the dimensions and details of the 
Beis HaMikdash are discussed. Very soon, the threats stopped and the 
Jew heard no more from the gentile. The Talmidei Chachomim in 
Yerushalayim searched unsuccessfully for the source of this advice, 
concluding that it only worked because the Brisker Rav had said it 
would. When the Satmar Rav heard this story, he commented that the 
source for this advice would seem to be a Posuk in Shmuel (1:19) which 
describes how when Dovid was fleeing for his life from Shaul, he 
stopped to meet with Shmuel HaNavi vnrc ,uhubc (in Noyos in Ramah). 
The Gemara (Zevachim 54b) asks what this means, and explains that 
they were in Ramah discussing “okug ka uhub” – the proposed site and 
details of the Beis HaMikdash. Thus, we see how by engaging in a study 
of these matters, one can save oneself from life-threatening danger.    
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


