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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Eruvin 55a) states that we derive from the Posuk: 
…ubk vkgh hn runtk thv ohnac tk that if the Torah was in 
Shomayim, we would be obligated to ascend (somehow) to 
Shomayim in order to retrieve it. The Gemara (Gittin 84a) 
discusses a situation where a man gives his wife a Get on 
condition that she ascend to Shomayim. One opinion holds that 
the Get is valid and the other holds that it is not, but both opinions 
are based on the impossibility of fulfilling the condition. If so, 
what possible meaning could there be to the suggestion that we 
would be obligated to go up to Shomayim to acquire the Torah ?  
The Or Avraham notes that the Gemara (Megilah 2b) darshens a 
Posuk (,uumnv vkt) to prohibit a Navi from being Mechadesh 
anything into the Torah, and the Gemara (Bava Metzia 59b) 
describes the confrontation between R’ Eliezer and R’ Yehoshua 
over the Tum’ah of a certain oven, where several supernatural 
phenomena, including a Bas Kol, were introduced to establish the 
Halacha according to R’ Elazar’s opinion, but R’ Yehoshua 
maintained that thv ohnac tk mandated that they be ignored.  
Thus, proscribed intervention from Shomayim can take one of two 
forms: 1) Introduction of an addition to or subtraction from  the 
laws of the Torah by a Navi or other Shomayim-based source; and 
2) Resolution of a Machlokes or clarification of an issue regarding 
existing laws of the Torah, via Shomayim. The Gemara (Temurah 
16a) states that after the Petirah of Moshe Rabbeinu, there were 
3,000 Halachos that were forgotten. Yehoshua was instructed to 
retrieve those Halachos thru Ruach HaKodesh (Rabbeinu 
Gershom) to which he replied: thv ohnac tk. Shmuel HaNavi 
was similarly instructed, and he demurred because a Navi may not 
be Mechadesh. Thus, even to recall forgotten Halachos via 
Shomayim is prohibited. As such, without thv ohnac tk, there 
might have been an obligation to “ascend” to Shomayim via 
Ruach HaKodesh in order to acquire the Torah, as the Gemara 
(Eruvin above) stated.        

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Is one required to fulfill the mitzvah of jhfu, jfuv by seeking out 
those who need rebuke, or only if he happens to see an Aveirah ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When is a vcajn Assur unless accompanied by a vagn ?)    
The Mishna Berurah (47:7) rules that one may not think Divrei 
Torah before saying Birchos HaTorah. However, one may do a 
mitzvah before saying Birchos HaTorah even though he will have 
the Dinim of the mitzvah on his mind at the time.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
One is obligated to appease and ask for vkhjn from one he has 
wronged. He must try several times, each time bringing 3 people 
with him and using a different method, and must explain to the 
wronged party exactly what he had done to him, unless the 
wronged party would be embarrassed to hear it.  (MB 606:3)   

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Yuma 53a) states that when R' Elazar would take 
leave of R' Yochanan, he would walk backwards until R' 
Yochanan could no longer see him, and then R' Elazar would turn 
and depart. When R' Yochanan would leave, R' Elazar would 
stand bowed, until he could no longer see R' Yochanan. The 
Shulchan Aruch (s"uh 244:9) rules that one must remain standing 
when one's Rebbi walks past until he is out of sight or until he sits 
in his seat. Similarly, one must remain standing when a Sefer 
Torah passes by, until its carrier is out of sight or until he stops at 
the place he was headed to. This is derived from a Kal VaChomer 
(Kidushin 33b) where if one must stand before he who learns 
Torah, one must certainly stand before the Torah itself ! The 
ShaCh adds that if the Torah's carrier stops to rest and sits before 
reaching his destination, one must still remain standing, as he 
hasn't reached "his place". By the same token, once he has 
reached his place, even if he remains standing with the Sefer 
Torah, one may sit. As such, it would appear that one is permitted 
to sit when the Aron HaKodesh is opened, since the Sefer Torah 
is in its place, and not moving. The TaZ (ibid 13) writes that the 
world's custom is to stand when the Aron is open, out of respect, 
but that it is not a cuhj. Igros Moshe (j"ut 5:38) suggests that the 
TaZ could have declared it a cuhj from a dvbn perspective (like 
bentsching over a ,hzf), but was unwilling to do so because he felt 
that people were willing to stand voluntarily out of respect for the 
open Aron, but would not be willing to be obligated to stand, as a 
cuhj. Yet, not to stand would seem to be a serious departure from 
custom and therefore discouraged. If a congregation does not 
wish to stand at the many openings of the Aron throughout Yomim 
Noraim, they should make sure the Aron is opened less than 3 
Tefachim, leaving it Halachically closed under the rule of suck. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R' Meir of Premishlan was receiving visitors as the Yomim Noraim 
approached, and one such visitor arrived dressed in the Chasidic finery 
usually worn exclusively by Rebbes and great Tzadikim. Although all the 
people present made way to allow this very “important” person to pass, 
R' Meir greeted him cautiously, unsure of his identity or importance. 
When after a few moment's conversation, R' Meir realized that this man 
was a charlatan, he opened a Siddur and began to ask him how one of 
the ohnjrv ,usn 'dh (the 13 attributes of mercy) of Hashem could be 
,nt - truth. Wasn't truth in fact an attribute of ihs - judgement ? We 
want Hashem to be iubju oujr - merciful, not inflexibly judgmental, 
based on the truth ! R' Meir continued, "The answer is that Hashem 
deals differently with different people. With Tzadikim, Hashem uses a 
very strict measure. Sometimes, Hashem sees someone who appears to 
be a Tzadik and would therefore be inclined to use a strict measure to 
judge him. However, this is where Hashem uses ,nt to decide on a 
standard and judges him according to his true worth, not his 
appearance. So you see how ,nt is an attribute of ohnjr after all.   
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


