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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Rambam (vcua, ‘kv 3:1-2) states that one whose sins exceed 
his mitzvos is a Rasha and he will die immediately from his 
wickedness. In the next Halacha, the Rambam says that just as  
one’s deeds are weighed at the time of his death, so too are they 
weighed every Rosh HaShanah. The van ,ukf xrybue notes that 
when the Rambam says “time of his death” he refers to the death 
of that Rasha who died under the previous Halachah, because 
during the constant and continuous daily weighing of deeds, this 
man was found with more sins than mitzvos.  In what way does 
the ,ubug kueha of Rosh HaShanah differ from the one done every 
day ? According to the language of the Rambam, one who is 
deemed a Rasha from a daily examination, “ugarc ,n” - dies from 
his wickedness, while one who emerges as a Rasha from Rosh 
HaShanah is “v,hnk o,jb” - sealed for death. What is the 
difference between these two fates ? The jxpv ,ru, distinguishes 
between 2 forms of v,hn. One is where a decree has been issued 
ohnan and the ,unv ltkn has been sent down to implement it. 
The other is where one has undergone a designation of uns r,uv - 
his blood has been released, and may be shed. Kayin was an 
example of such a designation - hbdrvh htmun kf ‘hvu, until Hashem 
granted him a sign of His protection. Although the ,unv ltkn was 
not sent to kill Kayin, the punishment of .rtc ‘hv, sbu gb was in 
essence a death sentence because it left Kayin without Hashem’s 
vrhna. This may be the fate of one who is ugarc ,n, which results 
from a daily examination, and merely designates the Rasha as one 
who is slated for death once Hashem lifts His protection. The 
Rasha who emerges from the ,ubug kueha of Yom HaDin on the 
other hand, is v,hnk o,jb and a ihs rzd is issued for the ,unv ltkn 
to implement.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
What is preferable: to be the first one in your group or family to 
say Hatoras Nedarim or to “Shlog” Kaparos, or to wait and be the 
last one ?      

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(If one swears he won’t eat for 3 days, what is the Halacha ?)   
The Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 236:4) rules that if one swears he won’t 
eat for a week, he receives Malkus and eats at once. However, R’ 
Akiva Eiger suggests that the Rambam may hold “eating”  means 
at least a ,hzf. Thus, if he swore not to eat for a week, he would 
fast until near-starvation, and then eat less than a ,hzf for the rest 
of the week. If he swore not to eat “anything”, the oath is void.     

DIN'S CORNER:  
During the days of Selichos, both before and after Rosh 
HaShanah, one should fast the requisite 10 days, at least until 
after vkusd vjbn. One need not be kcen the ,hbg, during Mincha 
the day before and there is no laining of kjhu. An individual says 
ubbg (skipping the words ub,hbg, oum) but not the ."a. (Mateh 
Ephraim 581:35)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
Rashi comments on the words: vzv ouhv omgc - in the middle of 
this day, that just as  Noach was told to enter the vch, in midday, 
in full view of his neighbors who planned to stop him, and the  
Jews were led out of Mitzrayim ouhv omgc, in spite of the 
Egyptians’ plan to stop them, so too, Bnei Yisroel also planned to 
“stop” Hashem from taking away Moshe, stating that the man 
who delivered them from Mitzrayim, split the Yam Suf for them, 
brought down Mon for them to eat, provided them with Slav and 
water, and gave them  the Torah should never be allowed to die. 
The Klei Chemdah assumes that the only way Bnei Yisroel could 
hope to “stop” Moshe’s death would be through vkhp,. Why was 
their vkhp, not accepted ? Chazal say that if Moshe had been 
allowed into Eretz Yisroel, the Beis HaMikdash that he would 
have built would have stood forever. As such, if the Bnei Yisroel 
were to sin and be deserving of a Churban, instead of “venting” 
;t iurj on the wood and stones of the Beis HaMikdash, the anger 
of Hashem might have been applied instead to the Bnei Yisroel 
themselves, resulting in u”j entire annihilation. Therefore, it was 
to the benefit of Bnei Yisroel that Hashem did not accept their 
vkhp,. However, this would only prove to be a benefit if they 
sinned. Could it not be that with Moshe as their leader in Eretz 
Yisroel they would not sin ? The proof that even Moshe’s 
presence would not save them comes from Rashi’s words. When 
all Moshe’s achievements are listed,  the Bnei Yisroel mention the 
physical comforts that Moshe provided first, and include the fact 
that Moshe brought them the Torah last. Their priorities indicated 
that they would ultimately be kafb in vrhcg. This also explains the 
words of Chazal: vkhj, vru,c ufrc tka kg ... .rtv vsct vn kg 
since the Churban came about as a result of Moshe’s death, which 
itself resulted from their “late” appreciation of his Torah.    

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A businessman was once on his way to Shul one morning when he 
spotted a wagon rolling into town loaded up with merchandise of the 
kind that he dealt in. The businessman quickly stopped the wagon driver 
and entered into negotiations with him to purchase the merchandise. 
When they concluded their business and the wagon driver agreed to 
deliver all the merchandise to his warehouse, the businessman 
continued on his way to Shul, where he unfortunately found that they 
had finished Shacharis. The next day, the businessman made sure to get 
to Shul on time and, as if to make up for yesterday, davened with much 
concentration and fervor. After Shacharis, a man approached him and 
said: “Reb Yid, I watched how you davened just now and I would be 
very interested to purchase from you the S’char Mitzvah you earned for 
your davening”. The businessman wasn’t quite sure if the offer was 
serious, but in any case he replied that he was not interested in selling 
his mitzvos, which he considered priceless. The man pointed out to him 
that apparently the businessman’s mitzvos did have a price, because he 
had seen how yesterday morning, to guarantee himself a certain profit, 
the businessman had foregone davening Shacharis with a minyan 
entirely. The businessman accepted the rebuke, but explained that 
perhaps he had not placed the proper value on the mitzvah of Tefilah 
B’Tzibur before performing it. However, once he had the mitzvah “in his 
pocket”, it became priceless. The Plotsker says this is Hashem’s Chesed, 
that He pays S’char according to our deeds, and does not look at our 
possibly inconsistent intentions - uvagnf ahtk oka, ..sxjv ‘s lk.                                               
P.S. vh,ufrcu vba kj, - vh,ukkeu vba vkf,  


