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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Mishna (Sotah 43a) states that certain people may return 
home from army duty before battle, such as those who have not 
completed the process of marriage or building a house or planting 
a vineyard. If they have completed the process, they are not to 
even leave their homes to go to the army, until they have spent a 
year with the “finished product”. This is derived from the Posuk 
dealing with a new wife: ,jt vba u,hck ‘hvh heb. The Sefer 
HaChinuch (582) adds that a new husband should not leave the 
city for battle or for ohrjt ohbhbg - other matters, to remain without 
his wife for many days, but should remain with her for a full year 
from the day of Nisuin. The Minchas Chinuch asks, does this 
mean that the husband may not leave his new wife to engage in 
business or for any other reason for the entire first year ? The 
Mishna is only speaking about exemption from the army. Where 
do ohrjt ohbhbg come from ? The Sefer HaChinuch explains the 
rationale behind this mitzvah, as seeking to establish an emotional 
bond between the new couple through a full year of shared 
experiences, to prevent straying, and in this aspect, the mitzvah 
applies today as well. The Chasam Sofer (z”gvt 2:155) asks, how 
would such a rationale apply to a vineyard or a house ? Are we 
seeking to prevent a vintner from becoming jealous of another’s 
vineyard ? Should we not then perhaps require one to stay home 
for a year when he buys a new suit ? Another rationale is offered 
by R’ Menachem HaBavli, suggesting that when one marries a 
new wife his heart and mind are so emotionally caught up with her 
that he would likely cause more damage than good if he were 
taken off to battle. The same might apply to the besotted owner of 
a new house or vineyard as well. However, the Chasam Sofer 
questions our right to create new Dinim based on rationales, so if 
a husband feels capable of doing business, he should be allowed.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When kindling Shabbos candles, must one light the front candles 
before the back ones, because of  ,uumnv kg ihrhcgn iht ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Must one cover his Tzitzis when visiting a cemetery’s women’s section ?)   
The Mishna Berurah (j"ut 23:5), citing Pri Megadim, rules that 
one need not because women are not obligated in Tzitzis. 
However, R’ Chaim Kanievsky (,ufkv vbua 23:3) points out how 
the Pri Megadim was unaware that the original Posek on this 
question concluded trnujk, that one should always cover them.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one requires something from another and he knows that his 
requirement will be satisfied equally if he requests it in his own 
name or in his father's name, he is obligated to make the request in 
his father's name, to honor his father. (s"uh 240:6) If he knows that 
it will not be satisfied in his father's name, he may not make the 
request in his father's name, but must make it in his own name. 
(TaZ / ShaCH) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Pesachim 114b) considers the fact that we dip 
Karpas and then later Maror as proof that vbuuf ,ufhrm ,uumn – a 
mitzvah must be performed with the proper intent. Since one may 
eat lettuce for both, why is it necessary to eat it a second time ? It 
must be because we did not have vbuuf for the mitzvah of Maror 
when we ate it for Karpas. The Gemara suggests that perhaps we 
eat them both to intrigue the children, and as such there is no 
proof that intent is required. The Biur Halacha (60:4) notes that 
even according to the opinion that intent to perform the mitzvah is 
not required, one must at least intend the act itself. Thus, eating 
Matzoh thinking that it is a pancake, would not fulfill the mitzvah. 
The Meforshim wonder about the mitzvah of vjfa – leaving 
whatever harvest was forgotten in the field, for the poor. What 
possible vbuuf could one have had, and when ? Is the mitzvah 
performed when he forgot the grain, or when the poor take it ?  
Either way, the field owner could not have intended the mitzvah or 
the act. The Mabit (oheukt ,hc Teshuvah 5) commented on an 
apostate who did Teshuvah before he died, that although he did no 
mitzvos to earn S’char, yet, if someone benefited from something 
that he had done, he would get S’char for that. The Gemara 
(Pesachim 8a) seeks to establish that one who is performing 
Bedikas Chometz and also looking for a lost needle at the same 
time is nevertheless protected by the mitzvah despite the mixed 
intent, because one who gives Tzedaka on condition that his son 
should get well is called a Tzadik Gomur. Tosafos asks, doesn’t 
Antigonos say (Avos 1:3) one should do mitzvos without 
conditions ? The Noda BiYehuda (iuhm ,cvt 10) answers that 
Tzedaka is different – as long as the poor receive it, the giver gets 
S’char even if the giver’s vbuuf was not for the mitzvah. (The 
Chofetz Chaim in sxj ,cvt 2:23* notes that if Tzedaka is 
different, how can it be used to prove the point about looking for a 
needle during Bedikas Chometz a”g.) As such, if Tzedaka does not 
need vbuuf, then neither does the mitzvah of vjfa.      

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A Gabbai was receiving complaints over his choice of Maftir recipient  
one Shabbos. After someone who had Yahrtzeit that week had 
specifically requested it, the Gabbai had given it to someone else. In his 
defense, the Gabbai explained that the man he had given it to was a 
simple Jew who had also asked for it, and the Gabbai was afraid that he 
would become angry if he didn’t receive it. The man with the Yahrtzeit 
was a Talmid Chochom whom the Gabbai believed would understand 
and not be so upset. However, the Talmid Chochom retorted angrily: 
“Now you are a Posek ?! When choosong between a Talmid Chochom 
and an Am HaAretz you choose the Am HaAretz !” The Gabbai Sheni 
interjected: “Why have I never seen a Kohen or Levi complain about not 
receiving Shishi ?!” The Talmid Chochom gave him a patronizing smile. 
“A Gabbai does not know such a clear Halacha ? Everyone knows they 
cannot receive Shishi !” The Gabbai Sheni replied: “Yes, of course I 
know. But I wanted you to smile. And as regards Halacha, is it not just 
as clear that one may not be xgfc  over such a matter ?”                                                                     
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family. 


