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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Pesachim 108a) states that Rav Sheshes would fast 
every Erev Pesach in preparation for and anticipation of the 
mitzvah of Matzoh. However, Rav Sheshes apparently did not fast 
Erev Succos in anticipation of fulfilling the mitzvos of ldjc ,jnau 
and uca, ,ufuxc which he would fulfill by eating in the Succah 
that night. The difference may be as follows: There is a 
Machlokes over whether a woman may perform a time-dependent 
mitzvah (tnrd inz). According to Rashi, doing so might be a 
violation of ;hxu, kc - adding on extra mitzvos, because she has no 
obligation. The cegh ,uguah asks: the Gemara (Bava Kamma 87a) 
quotes R’ Yosef (who was blind) as saying that he would have 
given a party for anyone who ruled as R’ Yehudah did, that a 
blind person is ruyp from mitzvos. This was because R’ Yosef 
initially believed that he was better off fulfilling all the mitzvos 
even though he was in essence ruyp. If however, one violates 
;hxu, kc by doing so, what was R’ Yosef’s rationale ? He answers 
that ;hxu, kc only applies where one is obligated in some mitzvos 
and yet performs others. Since a blind person is ruyp from all 
mitzvos, he will not violate ;hxu, kc by performing them. Rav 
Sheshes, who was also blind, was similarly ruyp from all mitzvos. 
However, as ;xuh yekhu  points out, even blind people are chujn to 
refrain from violating ohruxht. The Gemara (Pesachim 43b)  
derives from: ,umn uhkg kft, ohnh ,gca .nj uhkg kft, tk that 
whoever may not eat Chometz is obligated to eat Matzoh. As such,  
it stands to reason that even a blind person does have some 
obligation to eat Matzoh. Therefore, Rav Sheshes was particularly 
excited by the opportunity to perform the mitzvah of Matzoh  as it 
was apparently the only positive mitzvah he was truly obligated in. 
He had no such obligation on Succos.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
May a teacher of Torah take off time (vacation etc..) if the 
substitute teacher will be less effective ?      

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Where may one profit from a Chilul Shabbos but his animal may not ?)   
The Rema (j"ut 325:10) rules that if a non-Jew brought water 
from a well through the Reshus HaRabim on Shabbos for a Jew, 
the Jew may drink it since he could have gone himself to the well. 
However, animals would not have been able to get water from the 
well themselves. They may therefore not drink from it.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may not refuse to hand over someone’s property if the owner 
demands it of him, and one may certainly not take property away 
from another, even if he intends to replace it with something 
better. If someone is in a vbfx and fears for his (or his family’s) 
welfare, he may also not steal, but he may take what he needs, 
provided he does so with the express intention to repay what he 
takes, since nothing takes precedence over saving lives. (Shulchan 
Aruch n"uj 359:1-4) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 112a) describes how a city could be 
ruled an ,jsbv rhg. Since a majority of the residents must be guilty 
of idolatry, R’ Yochanan holds that each individual resident is to 
be judged and (if guilty) executed by stoning, which is the method 
prescribed for an individual. When the number of guilty residents 
reaches the majority, the city officially becomes an ,jsbv rhg and 
those found guilty going forward are therefore executed by 
beheading. Reish Lakish holds that all alleged sinners are to be 
judged at once in order to determine if a majority exists. To do so, 
many Batei Din must be convened on one day in order to hear and 
adjudicate all the cases. If a majority is reached, the findings of 
each of those many Batei Din are sent to the Sanhedrin of 71 
judges in Yerushalayim for final judgment. The Minchas Chinuch 
(464:19) asks, if an ,jsbv rhg must be judged by the Sanhedrin, 
should they not hear the testimony as well ? He answers by citing 
the opinion of R’ Saadya Gaon who says that when a particular 
kind of case requires a specific Beis Din (e.g. a 71-judge panel, or 
a 23-judge panel), that Beis Din is only required for final 
judgment. Testimony gathering may be done even by a 3-judge 
Beis Din, who then transmit it to the larger Beis Din, which seems 
to be the case here with ,jsbv rhg. R’ Shmuel Rozovsky 
distinguishes between cases requiring 23 judges (they must hear 
the testimony themselves) and cases requiring 71 judges (they 
need not). A 23-judge panel is required for capital matters 
because the Pesukim:  vsgv uypau and vsgv ukhmvu add up to 20 
(vsg = 10) judges, and to break the tie by more than 1, the number 
reaches 23. The 23 judges must then work on all phases of the 
case, including testimony. The 71-judge Sanhedrin, on the other 
hand, is required only because of the word lhrgak, (an entire city 
cannot be taken to its own gates), which deals with execution of 
the sentence only, so testimony gathering may be done elsewhere.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A young man was being swayed by the winds of Haskalah and R' Shneur 
Zalman of Liadi (the Baal HaTanya) spoke to him at length, warning him 
how exposure to his "enlightened" friends would draw him after them 
and bring ruin to his soul. The young man replied with arrogance that he 
didn't believe himself to be so easily swayed. After all, he had been 
hanging around with the Rebbe 's Chasidim for some time and yet, he 
had resisted becoming a Chosid himself. The Rebbe replied that there 
was a significant difference. The Gemara (Zevachim 97a) teaches us that 
if food comes into contact with a Korban Chatas, the food becomes 
sanctified from the association, provided the Chatas connection itself is 
somehow absorbed into the food. On the other hand, if food merely 
touches something tny, the sheer touch is sufficient to render the food 
tny as well. Thus, we see that bad influences contaminate much more 
easily than positive influences. "Your resistance to Chasidus is therefore 
no guarantee that you will be safe from the sway of Haskalah”.                                                                     
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Grossman family. 


