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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Yoma 86b) states that Teshuvah reaches all the way 
to Hashem’s throne, as derived from: ‘ufu ‘s sg ktrah vcua. The 
MaHarsha asks why the Gemara used a Posuk from the Navi 
Hoshea, when the Torah already states: ‘ufu lheukt ‘s sg ,cau.   
Rav Aharon of Belz answers that the Posuk in the Torah refers to 
mitzvos that were not performed as well or as completely as 
desired, and the Teshuvah resolve to perform them better in the 
future certainly reaches Hashem’s throne. The Chidush is from the 
Posuk in Hoshea, which continues: lbugc ,kaf hf, indicating that 
even Teshuvah for aveiros will also reach the throne. The Beis 
Yitzchok (s”uh 2:168) answers the question of why there is no 
brocho to be said prior to performing the mitzvah of Teshuvah, 
stating that we could never make a brocho over a mitzvah that 
only comes about thru an aveirah, such as the mitzvah of returning 
a stolen item. Since the mitzvah can only come about thru the sin 
of having stolen, no brocho is said. So too, regarding Teshuvah. 
However, if Teshuvah applies equally to those who wish to 
improve their performance of mitzvos, as the Belzer Rebbe 
described, why could they not say a brocho beforehand ? Their 
Teshuvah certainly does not come about thru the commission of 
an aveirah ! A possible rationale for the Beis Yitzchok’s theory is 
that the Torah encourages performance of all mitzvos, and saying 
a brocho beforehand expresses cuyv ,rfv and praise to Hashem 
for the opportunity of the mitzvah. However, the Torah certainly 
does not encourage one to steal in order to fulfill the mitzvah of 
vkhzdv ,t chavu, and any expression of appreciation for it would 
certainly be inappropriate. In the same way, the Torah does not 
encourage one to perform a mitzvah in an inferior manner, and 
even though no sin has been committed, to highlight the prior 
poor performance with a brocho would be equally inappropriate.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would a Tzibur only blow one Shofar cycle of ,”ra, on 
Rosh HaShanah ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When could one live somewhere, but only for free ?)  
The Gemara (Kidushin 12b) states that Rav would administer 
lashes to one who lived in his father-in-law's house, to prevent 
inappropriate interaction with the mother-in-law. Tosafos notes 
that today it is permitted if he can live in the house rent-free, for 
as such it is clear that he is not living there to be near his mother-
in-law, but rather to save money.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
It is customary to say ohrsb ,r,v on Erev Rosh HaShanah before 
at least 3 people, preferably 10. In order for it to be effective, one 
must understand what he is saying - i.e. that he regrets having 
made vows, and say it sincerely. Although this custom has for 
some reason been adopted only by men, it is commendable if a 
woman makes her husband (or father ?) a Shliach for her to 
request vr,v and the man should add the words: h,atk ifu at the 
conclusion of his vr,v. (Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 1:338)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Mishna (Avos 2:8) lists the exceptional praises conferred 
upon the students of R’ Yochanan b. Zakai, stating with regard to 
R’ Yehoshua: u,skuh hrat - fortunate is his mother, who had 
visited Batei Medrash while pregnant with him, seeking berachos 
for her unborn child, and who frequented them again with her 
infant son in a cradle after he was born, so that his ears would hear 
and absorb only Torah. The Gemara (Chagigah 3a) states that 
when Bnei Yisroel would gather for Hakhel every seven years, the 
small children would also attend: ovhthcnk rfa i,hk – to earn 
Schar for those who brought them. The vtrn vph (Yevamos 1:4) 
asks why the Gemara doesn’t acknowledge that even infants could 
benefit from hearing Divrei Torah, as (R’) Yehoshua did. He 
answers that R’ Yehoshua must have been old enough to 
understand a little of what he was hearing, whereas the Schar in 
the Gemara relates to smaller infants. Tosafos adds, as does the 
Gemara (Sofrim 18:6) that from Hakhel we derive the custom to 
bring small children to Shul. However, the Gemara does not 
define what it means by ;y (small children). The Ramban holds 
that ;y within the context of Hakhel includes even very small 
infants, while the TaZ and MaHaral see no purpose in bringing 
small infants who gain nothing from the event, and limit Hakhel to 
children who have reached the age of Chinuch. As such, the same 
opinions should apply to define the age at which it is appropriate 
to bring a child to Shul. The Mishna Berurah (98:3) cautions one 
against bringing small children who will laugh and cavort, 
disturbing the Mispallelim and degrading the sanctity of the Shul. 
Even as they get older, they will retain the same attitude towards 
the Shul (as a playground) and never fully abandon it. If they 
begin their attendance at the age of Chinuch, they can be trained 
to observe decorum, to answer Amein, Kadish and Kedushah, and 
to develop the proper attitude and respect for Tefilah and 
Kedushas Beis HaKnesses.      

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
When Rabbi Jacob Joseph assumed the position of Chief Rabbi of New 
York in 1888, he found himself constantly at odds with his congregation 
on any number of issues, as he tried to maintain tradition. For example, 
Rabbi Joseph wished to continue the custom established during the 
days of the Talmud whereby the Rabbi’s Drasha was held Shabbos 
afternoon (see Sotah 49a). The officers of the congregation wished him 
to deliver the Drasha during davening, in the morning. When he refused 
to give in, the frustrated officers asked him why he was so adamant 
when other Rabbis had no problem with a morning sermon. As keeping 
the Mesorah intact was not a goal that they would respect, Rabbi 
Joseph quoted the Gemara (Shabbos 152a) which states that as a 
Talmid Chochom gets older, his wisdom increases, and as an Am 
HaAretz ages, his foolishness increases. The traditional custom 
encouraged the Rabbi to deliver his Drasha later in the day, when he 
was older and wiser than in the morning. The modern Rabbis are afraid 
that if they wait until the afternoon, they will lose whatever wisdom they 
have, and therefore prefer to deliver their sermons in the morning.   
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family. 


