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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Kidushin 38a) states that Moshe Rabbeinu was 
Niftar (died) on Adar 7th and was born on Adar 7th, as derived 
from: ouhv hfbt vba ohragu vtn ic, where ouhv teaches us that 
Hashem completes the last year of a Tzadik on the day he was 
born. The Gemara (Megilah 13b) states that Haman was happy 
when his lottery (selecting a date for his plot) fell out in the 
month that Moshe had died, but he did not know that on Adar 7th 
Moshe had died and on Adar 7th Moshe was born. (The Maharsha 
notes that Haman was pleased that the 13th of Adar fell within the 
Shiva held for Moshe) The Yaaros Devash (2:3) asks why the 
Gemara stated both events, death and birth, in that order, 
implying that perhaps Haman did not know about either of them, 
when in fact he knew of Moshe’s death. He answers that Haman 
did not know that Moshe’s death in Adar was unrelated to any 
supposed negative Mazel associated with the month (or day) of 
Adar, but was due instead to the fact that Moshe had been born on 
that day of Adar, and thus had to die on that day of Adar, since 
Hashem completes a Tzadik’s days that way. The Meforshim 
point out that van lkhu is not followed by a destination (where did 
he go ?), and the Posuk continues ovhkt rnthu … rcshu before 
stating what he said. The Divrei Yoel suggests that it is a well-
known premise that an angel is called an snug because his status is 
fixed and he cannot grow, versus a human, who is called a lkuv 
because he can grow and improve. When a human dies, he is no 
longer a lkuv. However, Moshe was an exception, since every 
Talmid Chochom is called ‘Moshe’, and Chazal say that Moshe 
knew all Chidushim that would ever be said. As such, Moshe 
remained a lkuv even after death, which is what van lkhu means. 
Thus, first Moshe told Bnei Yisroel of his impending death, which 
was difficult news (ruchs), but then pointed out good news that it 
was his birthday (vrhnt) and that he would ‘remain’ with them.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Why do we say SheHechianu before blowing Shofar both days of 
Rosh HaShanah, but do not do so for Esrog & Lulav on Succos ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(May one use an zudt for a SheHechianu fruit on Rosh HaShanah ?)  
The Afarkasta D’Anya (1:88) states that although one need not 
actually eat the SheHechianu fruit - just look at it, an zudt (nut) 
would not be expected to provide the requisite joy necessary for a 
SheHechianu, as Chazal have asked us to distance ourselves from 
it. Also, the SheHechianu will be said even without any fruit, so 
there would never be an imperative to produce it.    

DIN'S CORNER:  
One should not daven (Shemonah Esrei) with one’s heart (i.e. 
eyes) alone, but must enunciate the words with his lips, such that 
he can hear himself quietly. If one did daven without enunciating 
the words, he might not have been tmuh, according to the Magen 
Avrohom. On Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, in order to 
enhance Kavanah, it is also permitted to raise one’s voice 
slightly, but not if others will be disturbed. (j”ut 101:2-3)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Berachos 8b) states that one who completes a  
review of all Parshios in the Torah together with the Tzibur, will 
merit extended longevity. R’ Bibi b. Abaye attempted to complete 
all the Parshios that he had missed during the year, on Erev Yom 
Kippur. R’ Chiya b. Rav pointed out to him that we derive from 
the Posuk: asujk vga,c of,apb ,t o,hbgu that one must eat and 
drink on Erev Yom Kippur, and to do so is the equivalent of 
having fasted both days. The Magen Avrohom (j”ut 604) cites 
this Gemara as a basis for ruling that one should reduce one’s 
Torah study on Erev Yom Kippur, so as to eat and drink. The 
Imrei Dovid questions the use of this Gemara as proof for the 
Magen Avrohom. It could very well be that R’ Bibi’s need to 
complete all the Parshios of the Torah was taking up much if not 
most of R’ Bibi’s time on Erev Yom Kippur, and for that reason 
R’ Chiya admonished him to do it another time, so as to engage in 
the mitzvah of the day. However, if R’ Bibi would have already 
eaten the requisite amount (a Kezayis or Koseves), there may have 
been no need for him to stop what he was doing, and this would 
seem not to be any basis for a ruling to reduce Torah study on 
Erev Yom Kippur. The Minchas Elazar (1:49) suggests that it 
would be far-fetched to assume that R’ Bibi did not eat at least a 
minimum Shiur of food that day. If R’ Chiya was admonishing 
him, it was because every Kezayis that one eats on Erev Yom 
Kippur is a separate and distinct mitzvah, just as every Koseves 
that one eats on Yom Kippur (with warning) places a separate 
punishment of Kareis upon him. As the mitzvah to eat and drink 
only applies on Erev Yom Kippur, it should take precedence over 
Torah study, as the Magen Avrohom ruled.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A young man learning in a European yeshiva asked a very good question 
during a lecture, and the Magid Shiur was unable to answer it. When the 
young man could not get an answer from anyone else in the yeshiva, he 
decided to write it down and send it to the known Talmidei Chachomim 
of the day. Over the next few weeks, several answers arrived for him in 
the mail, and one in particular impressed him to such an extent that he 
felt that he must meet this Talmid Chochom in person, and spend some 
time learning from him. The young man set out on a journey of several 
days, and arranged his trip such that he would pass through Pressburg, 
where he hoped to catch a glimpse of the Chasam Sofer. One evening, 
as he entered lodgings for the night, he met another bochur, sitting at 
the table studying. As he engaged him in a conversation, the bochur told 
him that he too was travelling, as it turned out, to the very same 
destination. He had a letter that the Chasam Sofer wanted to be 
delivered to the same Talmid Chochom, so the young man offered to 
deliver it for him, as he was going there anyway. The bochur thanked 
him and returned to his yeshiva, while the young man continued his trip, 
and delivered the letter. The Talmid Chochom was very gracious to the 
young man, spending a lot of time with him. After several days, he 
arranged a Shidduch between his daughter and the young man. Much 
later, the young man discovered that the Talmid Chochom had asked the 
Chasam Sofer to send him an appropriate match for his daughter, and 
that the letter had stated that its bearer was the Chasam Sofer’s choice. 

P.S. Shabbos Shuvah Drasha will be held during Sholosh Seudos.  


