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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The MaHarsha (Sanhedrin 37a) asks how Moshe was so sure that 
after his death, the Bnei Yisroel would become steeped in 
Aveirah. Although he based it on a Kal VaChomer that they 
sinned even during his lifetime (so they would certainly do so 
after his vrhyp), do we not find in the Gemara (ibid) that R' Zeira 
befriended some hooligans with an eye to turning them onto 
vcua,, and when R' Zeira died, the ruffians said "Who will beg 
for ohnjr on our behalf now ?" and, having no other choice, they 
did vcua, ? Why wouldn't Moshe expect the Bnei Yisroel to have 
the same reaction to his death ? The Panim Masbiros quotes the 
GRA who distinguishes between a father who punishes his son 
immediately after each misdeed, versus one who lets the offenses 
accumulate. At some point, he will exact punishment for them all, 
but in the former case, the son will continually learn the lesson of 
grn rux much more clearly than the son whose false sense of 
security is periodically disturbed. As Rashi comments in Koheles 
(8:11), the fact that Hashem does not punish quickly causes evil-
doers to believe they will not be held accountable. While Bnei 
Yisroel were in the Midbar, their every misdeed was punished 
immediately (kdg vagn, ohbbut,n, ohkdrn, jre). However, after 
Moshe's death, it was not so. Therefore Moshe had a negative 
view of what might eventually become of the Bnei Yisroel after 
his death. The Gemara (Berachos 33a), in discussing the Posuk: 
vtrhk ot hf … lngn ktua lheukt 'v vn, questions Moshe's 
depiction of ohna ,trh as something small and easy. The Gemara 
explains that for Moshe it was easy, although for Bnei Yisroel it 
was not. Wasn't Moshe speaking to Bnei Yisroel ? The answer is 
that Moshe was referring to the present - while he was alive, 
when vtrh should have been easy, since Bnei Yisroel were 
punished immediately for their misdeeds. The Gemara was asking 
about later - after his death, when it would not be so easy.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Which non-fasting Jew may one not give any food or drink to ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(What should one not do, but do it in the same place ?)  
The Gemara (Berachos 6b) states that one should establish a 
Makom Kavua for davening. Rabbeinu Yonah says that there is no 
need to do so in a Beis HaKnesses, where the whole Shul is a 
proper place. Instead, the Gemara is referring to establishing a 
Makom Kavua in one’s home, for when one davens there, which 
is something one should try to avoid  

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one recited a brocho over food and was then presented with 
more of the same type of food, he need not say another brocho, 
even though he did not have the second item in mind when he 
said the brocho. However, if the second item is a different type of 
food, even though it requires the same brocho (e.g. he ate meat; 
now he is given beer), he must say another brocho (SheHakol), 
unless both items were before him, or he had specific Kavanah on 
both, when saying the brocho. (MB 206:20-23) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Meilah 17b) relates that R’ Shimon b. Yochai, a 
man accustomed to miracles, was sent to get a Roman decree 
rescinded. On his way, a demon called Ben Temalyon offered to 
help. R’ Shimon commented that Hagar merited assistance from 
an angel 3 times, whereas he was only offered a demon. 
Nevertheless, he accepted the offer, the demon inhabited the 
caesar’s daughter, was “exorcised” by R’ Shimon, who was then 
able to get the decree annulled. Apparently, despite R’ Shimon’s 
annoyance, there were no complaints about the miracle having 
come about through a demon. By the same token, when saying (in 
Modim) ubng ouh kfca lhxb kgu 3 times a day, we are not concerned 
over the details (who, how etc..) of the ohxb. The Lubavitcher 
Rebbe ZTL asked, in the aftermath of the Entebbe rescue, if the 
survivors should recite a brocho vzv ouenc xb hk vaga if they ever 
return to Entebbe or perhaps they should not, since characterizing 
it as a miracle would only encourage the Israeli army’s belief that 
vzv khjv ,t hk vag hsh omgu hjf. The Magen Avrohom (j”ut 
218:12) notes that in order to recite a brocho which refers to a xb, 
the incident must have been a xb, which is defined as an event that 
is so extraordinary as to border on the supernatural. A well-
executed military rescue would not seem to qualify. However, the 
Shaar HaTziun (218:26) understands the Magen Avrohom as 
saying that the extraordinary qualification does not refer to the 
salvation, but rather to the danger. Thus, if one were attacked by a 
wild animal unexpectedly, the fact that the animal was easily 
scared off does not mean that he need not view the event as a xb. 
Here too, the life-threatening danger facing the hijacked Entebbe 
passengers marks it as a xb, despite the “natural” rescue.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
While driving home one Erev Shabbos, a young rabbi’s late model car 

started to stall. He still had 2 hours until Shabbos and only a half hour’s 

travel, but after dealing with a tow truck and a repair shop mechanic 

who couldn’t diagnose the problem, he began to seriously worry about 

the time. Boruch Hashem, he managed to arrive home at the last 

moment, and he quickly changed and rushed to Shul. As the Tzibur had 

been waiting for him, they started davening a little later than usual, and 

expected the Rabbi to cut short (or eliminate entirely) his Friday night 

Dvar Halacha. However, the Rabbi delivered his usual number of words, 

prefacing it with the following: In Elul 5730 Rav Hutner ZTL was held 

captive in Amman, Jordan after his plane had been hijacked. He was 

freed and returned home just before Rosh HaShanah. He had been 

unable to deliver his usual Maamar discourse before Rosh HaShanah, so 

he delivered it during Aseres Yemai Teshuvah, and began by quoting the 

Gemara (Berachos 5a) which defines Yisurin Shel Ahavah as those 

which do not cause Bitul Torah. “It is possible”, the Rosh HaYeshiva 

said, “to convert Yisurin into Yisurin Shel Ahavah by ensuring that they 

do not cause Bitul Torah”, which was why, despite his exhaustion and 

having lost 44 lbs. he wished to deliver his usual Shiur. “I too”, the 

Rabbi concluded, “would prefer to establish my earlier difficulties today 

as Yisurin Shel Ahavah by taking care to avoid any Bitul Torah ”. 

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


