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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Taanis 12b) says that fasting helps to relieve the 
anxiety of a disturbing dream. The Rambam (Taanios 1:12) rules 
that one should fast (,ubg,vk lhrm) after such a dream, even on 
Shabbos, and the Lechem Mishna notes that the Rambam uses the 
word lhrm to mean chhj – he must fast. However, most Poskim 
view the fasting as voluntary (see Magen Avrohom j”ut 288:7), 
especially where fasting will be harder to bear than the anxiety of 
the dream, and as such one should not fast on Shabbos. The 
Shulchan Aruch (ibid) lists 3 exceptions for which one should 
always fast: 1) dreaming of a Sefer Torah burning; 2) dreaming of 
Yom Kippur (during vkhgb); and 3) dreaming that one’s house or 
teeth collapse. (The Mechaber adds more) The TaZ says that 
nevertheless, in light of the Gemara (Berachos 55b) which states 
that a person sees in his dreams that which he thinks about during 
the day, if a person thought about one of these three exceptions 
during the day, and then dreamt about them at night, he need not 
fast. The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 597:3) states that if one fasted on 
Rosh HaShanah for having dreamt a disturbing dream, he must 
fast (,ubg,vk lhrm) on Rosh HaShanah for the rest of his life a”g. 
Someone who was afraid of such a thing happening to him made 
a point of reviewing in his mind Rosh HaShanah evening all the 
dreams which require a Taanis Chalom, so that if he dreamt of 
one he would not need to fast, as the TaZ ruled. The Lev Chaim 
(116) discouraged this, pointing out how the Gemara (Chagigah 
5b) expounds on the Posuk: tuvv ouhc hbp rh,xt r,xv hfbtu  to 
mean that Hashem may conceal His face, but since the Posuk said 
ouhc, Hashem will still speak to Bnei Yisroel (or a Navi) at night - 
through dreams, to reveal the evil plans of their enemies, and to 
encourage them to do Teshuvah for protection (see Rashi). As 
such, dreams are for the benefit of Bnei Yisroel and their message 
should not be thwarted through such ruses.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If a gentile who keeps Shabbos is v,hn chhj, wouldn’t we have a 
mitzvah to “save him”, by asking him to do a Melachah for us ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would Beis Din ask if snow is expected in summer  ?)  
The Mishna (Gittin 67b) states that if a man becomes mute and 
responds to the question “Shall I write a Get for your wife ?” by 
nodding his head, he is to be tested with 6 questions. If he nods 
“yes” and shakes “no” appropriately, a Get may be written for 
him. As the Gemara suggests questions to distinguish between 
winter and summer, the Tiferes Yisroel gives the snow example. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
In choosing between Shuls, one should choose the one with the 
greater number of people, unless that causes noise which prevents 
him from hearing. (MB 90:28) Other criteria are where: the 
davening is slower, enhancing Kavanah, there is less talking, and  
a Talmid Chochom is present. (Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 1:160)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Gittin 23a) asks if a slave can be used as a wife’s 
Shliach to accept a Get from her husband (which would render 
her divorced as soon as he receives it). R’ Asi says he cannot, 
because ihausheu ihyhd ,ru,c ubht – he is not included in the laws of 
divorce and marriage. The Gemara (Yevamos 16b) cites another 
opinion of R’ Asi, that if a gentile betroths a Jewish woman, we 
must treat the betrothal as possibly effective, as the gentile might 
in truth be a descendant of the Ten Lost Tribes, and as such, the 
woman would require a Get from him in order to remarry. If a 
slave, who is partially obligated in the mitzvos of a Jewish 
woman, is nevertheless deemed ihausheu ihyhd ,ru,c ubht, how 
could a gentile be any better ? Tosafos notes that a gentile non-
slave has the freedom to convert if he chooses to, unlike the slave 
who “belongs” to his master and lacks the freedom to do so. In 
any case, from the Gemara (Bechoros 30b) which states that a 
Mumar’s betrothal is also valid, it would seem that bad behavior, 
even with a refusal to honor the rules of ihausheu ihyhd ,ru,,  does 
not impact the validity of Kidushin. However, the Gemara 
(Sanhedrin 72b) states that when one sees a Jew chasing after 
another Jew to kill him, he should warn the pursuer that he is 
chasing after a Jew who is a ,hrc ic. Tosafos adds that this 
designation is to exclude a non-Jew and a Mumar, who are not  
,hrc hbc.  If so, how could they be ihausheu ihyhd ,ru,c ? The 
Mishnas Yaabetz (3:61) explains that we derive from ,hrcc lrcgk 
followed by ,tzv ,hrcv ,t ,ruf hfbt ofsck of,t tku that all 
Jews are included in the ,hrc to be obligated in mitzvos, which 
places them ihausheu ihyhd ,ru,c. Regarding the obligation to save 
a Jew in danger however, only those who have accepted the 
mitzvos as their duty are included as ,hrc hbc for that purpose. By 
the same token, the Gemara (Gittin 45b) renders Posul a Mezuzah 
or Tefillin written by a Mumar, under the Drasha o,c,fu o,raeu 
– only those who are “vrhaec ubah” are also “vch,fc ubah”. Isn’t a 
Mumar obligated in o,raeu ? It must be that he is not deemed 
vrhaec ubah, despite his obligation to do so, because he doesn’t.  .   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R' Aryeh Leib Grossnass, author of the Sefer “Lev Aryeh” was once in 
Tarnopol, where he visited R' Yosef Tarnopol, Rav of the town. R' Yosef 
remarked to R' Aryeh that Chazal require one who gives someone a gift, 
to notify him of it. "I must therefore tell you that I attempted to 
convince a certain town to take you as their Rav, but they refused". R' 
Aryeh replied that if so, he owed R' Yosef a double debt of gratitude. 
"Why is that ?" R' Yosef asked. "It would have been a good post, but 
they did not accept my recommendation". R' Aryeh explained: "Had 
they accepted your recommendation, that would have indicated that in 
Shomayim I was destined to be the Rav there. You would have been the 
Shliach to facilitate it, but Shomayim could have arranged it in a number 
of ways. However, now that they turned me down, clearly Shomayim 
did not want me to secure the position and you were therefore not a 
Shliach. As such, you did what you did out of pure kindness and a desire 
to help me. I am therefore doubly grateful for your interest”.   

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Chaimowitz family   


