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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Sotah 10a) states that King Asa was stricken in his 
legs with an incurable disease known as Padagra (gout) for 
having drafted Talmidei Chachomim into his army. The Tzitz 
Eliezer (11:42) cites a Sefer - Maasei Tuvia, whose author quotes 
his father’s explanation for the source of this Gemara. The Posuk 
(ohnhv hrcs 2:16:12) states: ohtpurc hf ‘s ,t ars tk uhkjc odu, 
that Asa, even when ill, did not seek assistance from Hashem 
(through a Navi) but rather from doctors. The Gemara (Pesachim 
22b) states that Shimon HaAmsoni expounded on every 
occurrence of the word ,t in the Torah, until he stopped when 
reaching the phrase: trh, lheuk-t ‘s ,t. R’ Akiva derived from 
this ,t that one must exhibit vtrh (fear/awe) before Talmidei 
Chachomim as well. The Gemara (Shabbos 119b) quotes Rav as 
saying that anyone who disgraces a Talmid Chochom will suffer a 
disease that has no cure. Therefore, since Asa displayed a lack of 
respect for Talmidei Chachomim, he was stricken with an 
incurable disease – Padagra. Even while he was ill, he did not 
acknowledge the reason - ‘s ,t ars tk uhkjc odu, he still did not 
accept the Drasha from (lheuk-t) ‘s ,t which would have 
obligated him to treat Talmidei Chachomim with awe and fear.  
Instead, he attributed the source of his illness to non-divine 
medical reasons - ohtpurc hf.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would someone who is an Aveil during the year of 
mourning be permitted to attend a wedding celebration as a guest 
without utilizing any of the accepted Heterim (serve as waiter, 
photographer etc..) nor be related or known to anyone there ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would we say Nacheim during Maariv or Shacharis ?)  

The Be’er Heitev (j”ut 557:2) cites the Magen Avraham who 
says that if one fasts on the tenth of Av as well, he should include 
Nacheim in Maariv and then again in Shacharis on the tenth.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
Where three people have completed a meal and have begun to 
bentsch with Zimun, if another person who did not eat or drink 
with them suddenly shows up, he must also join in with their 
Zimun as it would not be proper to remain silent while others are 
praising Hashem in his presence. However, since he did not eat 
with them, he can’t say the words: ‘ufu ukan ubkfta lurc. Instead, 
he should respond when the leader says: ukan ubkfta lrcb by 
saying: sgu okugk shn, una lrucnu lurc. If there were ten men 
present already responding to the Zimun, then the newcomer must 
say: sgu okugk shn, una lrucnu ubeukt lurc. If he arrived after the 
leader had said:  ukan ubkfta lrcb, then he does not reply with 
‘ufu shn, una lrucnu lurc. In either case, after the others respond 
with ‘ufu ukan ubkfta lurc, he should answer int, just as one 
should always answer int when hearing a brocho.  (MB 195)           

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Pesachim 8a) states that one who donates money to 
Tzedaka so that his son may live, or so that he himself should 
merit Olam HaBa, is deemed a total Tzadik (Tzadik Gomur).  
Rashi notes that his Tzidkus is limited to this mitzvah, which is 
fully fulfilled, despite his additional, personal (hoped-for) benefit. 
Tosafos asks how this is reconciled with the Mishna (Avos 1:3) 
where Antigonos states that one should not serve Hashem with 
the intent to receive a xrp (reward). Tosafos answers that 
Antigonos refers to one who regrets his donation if he doesn’t 
receive what he desired. If, however, he does not regret it, he is a 
Tzadik Gomur. The Rishonim (Rashi, Rambam, R. Yonah) 
explain that the source of Antigonos’ statement is the mitzvah of 
Ahavas Hashem, which is only fulfilled where there is no ulterior 
motive. If so, how could Tosafos say that as long as he has no 
regrets he has complied with Antigonos’ Mishna ? Does he not 
have an ulterior motive ! The Sefer HaChinuch (424) describes 
the mitzvah of: ‘s ,t uxb, tk (do not test Hashem) as based on 
the rule that tfhk tnkg htvc vumn rfa – the reward for mitzvos is 
not given in Olam HaZeh. The exception is giving Maaser in 
order to become wealthy (rag,,a khcac rag). If so, how does 
one become a Tzadik Gomur with such conditions ? The Chinuch 
explains that since he has no regrets either way, he has not 
violated uxb, tk. Rav Kolefsky ZT”L (Am HaTorah 12:14) 
suggests that this is Tosafos’ opinion as well. Antigonos’ 
Mishnaic advice was based on uxb, tk, and as long as there are 
no regrets, he has served Hashem well, despite his personal 
motive. The Rema (s”uh 247:4) cites the Tur who holds that one 
may test Hashem with Tzedaka, and cites the Beis Yosef who 
holds that one may only do so with Maaser – not other forms of 
Tzedaka. Wouldn’t the fact that Tosafos raises questions about 
the Tzadik Gomur’s Tzedaka prove the position of the Beis Yosef 
? Not necessarily, since even when giving Maaser, one may only 
test Hashem by expecting wealth, but nothing else. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  

The Gorlitzer Rav (son of the Divrei Chaim) helped a certain poor man in 

several areas, giving him money and whatever other forms of assistance 

he required. After a while, the poor man was able to make a living and 

eventually, he became a successful businessman. Together with his 

wealth, however, he quickly lost his gratitude and appreciation, 

becoming tightfisted and impatient. Even the Gorlitzer suffered at his 

hand. Once, after yet another unfortunate meeting with the newly 

affluent businessman, the Gorlitzer was heard to have said how Chazal 

stated in Pirkei Avos: rcj lk vbe (acquire for yourself a friend) to which 

people added “Pay for a friend, because an enemy you can get for free”. 

“However it seems that in my case”, the Gorlitzer added, “it was 

necessary for me to spend good money on acquiring an enemy !”  

P.S.  ojbh ouenv the Tyberg family upon the Petirah of Miriam 
Tyberg’s mother v”g. May Hashem replace their sorrow with Nachas and 
Simcha. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sheli family.  


