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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Mishna (Yevamos  114b) states that if a woman returns from 
a trip abroad and reports that her husband died there, if it was 
during wartime, she is not believed. The Gemara explains that 
during war, it may seem to her that he was killed, as she might 
say “with so many people [in his situation] being killed, how 
could it be that he survived ?” Even where she actually saw him 
struck down, we are still reluctant to accept her testimony, since it 
is possible that his wounds were treated and he survived. The 
Mabit (2:78) was presented with testimony regarding a ship that 
had been boarded by pirates, and the report stated that all aboard 
(including one Jewish merchant) had been killed by the pirates. 
The Mabit cites the Gemara’s position but makes a significant 
distinction. In the Gemara’s case, no one argues that everyone in 
the war-torn area was killed. As such, since there were some 
survivors, the husband could have been among them. In the 
merchant’s case, the report says that everyone was killed. If the 
report states there were no survivors, why should we assume that 
he survived ?  A Remez to this is in the Posuk: aht ‘hv tk vktcu 
(there were none in Moshe’s count, 20 years and older, who 
survived the Midbar) u,nh ,un ovk ‘v rnt hf (for Hashem said 
they would die) gauvhu … ckf ot hf aht ovn r,ub tku (and no man 
was left of them except Calev and Yehoshua). Why was it 
necessary to say r,ub tku ? Didn’t the Torah already describe 
Hashem’s decree of death upon the generation, listing Calev and 
Yehoshua as exceptions, in Parshas Shelach ? It must be because 
the Posuk does not say okuf u,nh ,un – they will all die. Had it 
said okuf, there would have been no need for … r,ub tku because 
everyone (except Calev / Yehoshua) would have been included. 
Without okuf, we must assume the possibility of other exceptions 
to u,nh ,un. Since the report of the boat stated that all were killed, 
we must accept that there were no survivors at all.     

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would a minyan for Maariv, with all ten (or more) present, 
be required to omit the (Chatzi) Kadish before Shemona Esrei,  
but say the Kadish (TisKabel) after Shemona Esrei ?            

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(Where would 10 men bentsch together without adding ubeukt to the iunhz ?)  
The Mishna Berurah (193:26) rules that where 10 or more men 
eat together while travelling in a wagon, they bentsch with iunhz 
but leave out ubeukt because they are deemed not have established 
the requirement of ouen ,ghce in the wagon.        

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one awakens in the middle of the night and goes to the 
bathroom, he must wash his hands and recite the brocho rmh rat. 
If one is wearing a nightgown, he/she should wrap something 
around his/her waist to separate vurgk uck ihc while saying the 
brocho. (MB 4:3) If one did not say rmh rat within ½ hour when 
required, he may no longer say it. (Shanah Rishonah – tmhu 12) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Bava Basra 106b) states that if two brothers divided 
their inheritance using a Goral (drawing lots) and then discovered 
that they had a third brother, Rav says the first division is void, 
and they must redo the Goral to divide among the three brothers, 
while Shmuel holds that the two brothers can take part of their 
portion and give it to the third brother to make it even. Rashi 
explains that although usually a division done using a Goral is 
effective when concluded, similar to the division of Eretz Yisroel 
which was also done through drawing lots (as the Posuk says: 
krudc .rtv ekj, vktk), here, according to Rav, the Goral was 
mistaken, as it only divided among two brothers, allowing each to 
receive more than they were due. It therefore must be done over 
for three. The Halacha accords with the opinion of Rav. The 
Chavas Yair (61) records an event where a silver cup was 
awarded by Goral. Two boxes were used where one box 
contained the twelve names of the participants, and the other box 
held eleven blank slips of paper and one slip which said “Mazel 
Tov”. A child picked one from each box, and the winner came up 
sooner than expected. Upon examination, it turned out that there 
were only 10 blank papers, and two slips said Mazel Tov. The 
Chavas Yair ruled that the Goral was invalid and had to be 
redone, as a mistaken Goral is always invalid, based on Rav’s 
opinion in the above Gemara. The Chavas Yair added that even if 
someone surreptitiously threw a few slips with his name on them 
into the box, and still lost, the Goral must be redone. Couldn’t the 
winner argue that he overcame even greater odds to win, and he 
should be able to keep it ? However, since we see from the use of 
a Goral to divide Eretz Yisroel that the results of a Goral are not 
simply luck, but represent vbuhkgv vjdav, we must be careful to 
ensure that a Goral is always done properly.     
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Avraham Yitzchak Bloch was the Rosh HaYeshiva of the Telz Yeshiva 
during the difficult days leading up to World War II. Once, he was 
traveling by ship on the day before elections were held in Germany, 
which would bring the Nazis a”nh to power. As he sat on deck with 
several bochurim, a man approached, introducing himself as Thomas 
Mann who was the pre-eminent German writer of his day. Mann assured 
the Rosh Yeshiva that the German people would never sacrifice their 
“culture” by electing Hitler a”nh. Mann then asked him to explain  
Judaism’s concept of Oneg Shabbos. He had read books on it and had 
discussions with other rabbis but did not understand the dbug associated 
with Shabbos. After a few hours in the synagogue one eats a meal and 
then does nothing for the rest of the day. Where is the enjoyment in 
that ? The Rosh Yeshiva explained that one of the Jewish nation’s traits 
is that we are ohbnjr – merciful. “We are unable to enjoy ourselves at 
the expense of another. For example, I am troubled, sitting comfortably 
on this deck while the stokers toil below in extreme heat and discomfort 
to keep the engines running. On Shabbos all Jews are equal. Status or 
financial abilities do not matter. No one is working while another enjoys 
himself at the first person’s expense. This equality is the dbug of Shabbos. 
Together we refresh our spirits and regain our status as men, created 
equally in G-d's Divine image, which may get lost during the week”.  

P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family.  


