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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Yevamos 61a) states that an idolater corpse does not 
create Tum'ah within an enclosure (e.g. a tent), unlike a Jewish 
corpse, because the Posuk says: kvtc ,unh hf ost (if an "ost" 
should die in a tent) and only Jews are referred to by the word 
ost. Tosafos asks, do we not see the opposite in the Gemara 
(Sanhedrin 59a) which states that an idolater who studies Torah is 
compared to a Kohen Gadol (regarding his 7 Noachide mitzvos), 
as derived from the Posuk: ovc hju ostv o,ut vagh rat, and the 
Gemara explains, since the Posuk says ostv – and it does not say 
Kohanim, Leviim, Yisraelim, therefore, it must come to include 
idolaters as well. Tosafos (Rabbeinu Tam) answers that ost still 
refers only to Jews -  ostv includes idolaters. By the same token, 
the Gemara (Kerisus 6b) states that if one smears the special 
anointing oil (vjanv ina) on an idolater, he is Potur, because the 
Posuk states: lxh tk ost rac kg - one may not smear it on the 
flesh of an ost, and an idolater is not included in the class of  ost 
as Chazal stated: ost ihhure ohcfuf hscugv ihtu ost ihhure o,t. The 
Ramban expounds on the words: jrek rat ostv kf ,tu (and all 
Korach’s people) that this refers to all the non-Jewish servants 
and maids that Korach had purchased from Egypt, Canaan and 
other lands, all of whom also perished with him. What was the 
Ramban's source for this ? Why could it not refer simply to all the 
Bnei Yisroel participating in Korach’s rebellion ?  Presumably, 
the Posuk could have stated: jrek rat ost kf ,tu. Why does it 
say ostv ? Use of the word ostv instead points immediately to 
the difference between ost and ostv, whereby ostv includes 
idolaters, prompting the Ramban to derive those people from this 
Posuk.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
What part of Shemona Esrei must be repeated/fixed if one made a 
mistake in it during Shacharis, but not during Mincha ?          

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(Which brocho can one be tmuh by thinking it and saying nothing ?)  
The Pri Megadim (kat 271:2) states that one can be tmuh Kiddush 
in one’s mind, as we see the Gemara (Megilah 18a) darshens the  
rufz obligation to remember Amalek vocally, only because the 
Posuk then concludes jfa, tk – don’t forget,which is non-vocal. 
As Kiddush is derived from ,ca ouh ,t rufz without any form of 
jfa, tk, a non-vocal Kiddush should be sufficient.      

DIN'S CORNER:  
Although water that is commonly taken to drink contains many 
microorganisms that are all but impossible to see with the naked 
eye,  the fact that they might appear under a microscope or even a 
magnifying glass does not require that such a test be performed 
each time before drinking. If it did, the air that one breathes, 
which also contains airborne microorganisms would also have to 
be tested before taking each breath, which would clearly be too 
burdensome. (Aruch HaShulchan YD 84:36) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Zevachim 101b) states that Pinchas was blessed 
with Kehunah for his descendants after killing Zimri, but he 
himself was not referred to as a Kohen until he made peace 
between the Shevatim after the conquest of Eretz Yisroel. Tosafos 
notes that after the killing of Zimri, Bnei Yisroel were angry at 
Pinchas for having killed a Nasi and would not have accepted 
Pinchas as Kohen Gadol. But after he brought peace among the 
Shevatim, they approved his process into Kohen Gadol. The 
Rambam (asenv hkf 4:15) states that a Kohen Gadol is appointed 
by a Sanhedrin of 71 members. The GRiZ explains that it is not 
the power of the Sanhedrin as a Beis Din that is required but 
rather the fact that the Sanhedrin represents Klal Yisroel, and it is 
the approval of that grass-roots representation that appoints the 
Kohen Gadol, as Tosafos stated. For that reason, the Rambam 
(ihrsvbx 5:1) did not include the appointment of a Kohen Gadol 
among the duties that required the Sanhedrin behaving as a 
Sanhedrin. This is to be distinguished from the appointment of a 
king, which also requires approval by the Sanhedrin of 71 
members, but that approval is provided by their authority as a 
Beis Din. The Chizkuni states that when Korach assembled 250 
men that were oa habt.. vsg hthab he took a Beis Din of 23 
members from each of the 11 Shevatim (excluding Shevet Levi 
which was the focus of his rebellion) to represent their Shevet in 
(he hoped) the de-selection of Aharon and the selection of him as 
Kohen Gadol. Moshe did not dispute this approach, as he later 
said: vkt iu,unh ostv kf ,unf ot (if these die a natural death) 
hbjka ‘s tk [that will prove that] Hashem did not send me [to 
appoint Aharon in my authority as equivalent to a Sanhedrin of 
71]. If so, Korach would have been justified in seeking approval 
from Klal Yisroel for a new Kohen Gadol appointment which he 
hoped to do with the 250 men, but which was not successful.    
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
Two Rabonim, one of Ashkenazic origin and the other of Sephardic 
extraction, were spending Shabbos in the home of a Baal Teshuva  
couple. The hostess was also of Sephardic extraction, and so the 
Sephardic Rov was familiar with the interesting array of delicacies being 
served. At one point, he stood up and entered the kitchen to ask how 
the hostess was planning to serve a certain dish, which required a 
special sauce. When the woman explained how she planned to do it, the 
Rov objected, explaining that her proposed method would not be 
allowed on Shabbos for sauces. Later that evening, the host confided to 
the Ashkenazic Rov  that his wife was extremely upset, and was nearing 
the point where she was “fed up” with all the rules and ohruxht and was 
starting to question everything over this incident with the sauce, whose 
recipe her mother and grandmother had passed down to her etc...  The 
Rov advised him to tell her that the method she wished to use might be 
permitted according to the Rema under the right circumstances. 
However, to take advantage of this, she would have to follow the Rema 
in all things, from that day forward. This meant that she might have to 
give up certain of her customs which followed rulings of the Beis Yosef. 
However, the Rov cautioned him to merely tell her what he had told 
him, and to let her think it over herself. At a minimum, once she would 
hear that there was a possible Heter, she should calm down. The crisis 
quickly dissipated as the insight of the Rov turned out to be flawless.  

P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family.  


