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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 105b) states, from Bilaam’s berachos we 
can see what was truly in his heart.  Rashi comments on the 
Posuk: tuv lurc hf ogv ,t rut, tk that when Hashem told Bilaam 
he could not curse Bnei Yisroel, he asked if he could bless them 
instead, to which Hashem replied: they don’t need your brocho. 
Why was Bilaam interested in blessing them at all ? The Gemara 
(Rosh Hashana 17b) states that if on Rosh Hashana the Bnei 
Yisroel were Tzadikim, and it was decreed in Shomayim that a 
certain amount of rain would fall during the coming year, but then 
later the Bnei Yisroel were found to be undeserving, since the 
original decree cannot be abrogated, Hashem elects to bring the 
promised rain at times and upon areas where it will not be 
productive or beneficial. Rashi gives as examples of such areas: 
,urcsnu ,urgh - forests and wildernesses. The Posuk states that 
when Bilaam saw that Hashem favored blessing the Bnei Yisroel 
(ktrah ,t lrck ‘s hbhgc cuy hf) he turned his face toward the 
Midbar. The Sifsei Chachomim understands that he wanted to call 
attention to the Eigel that Bnei Yisroel had sinned with in the 
Midbar. Others suggest that Bilaam intended to bless Bnei Yisroel 
in order to curry favor with Hashem, but planned his berachos to 
take effect only in the Midbar, and not in Eretz Yisroel, as the 
above Gemara describes. This may explain why the Posuk says: 
vfrck vkkev ,t …’v lpvhu – that Hashem converted Bilaam’s 
curse to brocho. Where do we see Bilaam having actually cursed, 
which would necessitate such a conversion ? It must be that the 
curse refers to Bilaam’s intended misdirection of his berachos 
towards the Midbar, which Hashem redirected to Eretz Yisroel.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Since thv vumn cuj kgc ,ghrp (paying off a debt is a mitzvah), and 
one need only pay up to 1/5 of his assets to perform a mitzvah, 
why must one pay off a debt that might leave him bankrupt ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Where are 2 people chhj when doing a vftkn together, but 1 alone is not ?)  
The Gemara (Shabbos 113a) states that where it is necessary (and 
thus permissible) for a garment to be folded on Shabbos, it may 
only be folded by one person alone, since two people folding it 
would undoubtedly do a better job of smoothing out the creases, 
which gives too great an appearance of Tikun -  MB (302:14) 

DIN'S CORNER:  
A boy over 12 and a girl over 11 are almost adults, and 
Mid'Oraisa their nedarim are binding if they understand the 
concept of a neder. Once a boy turns 13 and a girl 12, their 
nedarim are binding Mid'Oraisa even if they do not understand 
the concept of a neder. A father is believed to confirm the age of 
his child even if the child appears very young. Anyone other than 
the father is not trusted to establish a child's age. MB (571:5)    

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Bava Basra 14b) states that Moshe wrote the Torah 
and the Parsha of Bilaam. The cegh ,kjb (and others) ask why the 
Parsha of Bilaam is singled out this way from the rest of the 
Torah in this statement. The rzghkt .hm (14:1) objected strongly to 
a proposed translation of the Sefer trzg and kthbs from Targum 
into Hebrew. He cited several arguments, such as the Mishna 
(Yadayim 4:5) which states that trzg and kthbs written in Targum 
have sufficient vause to make one’s hands tny, but not if they are 
written in Hebrew. He quotes the Sefer oacv ,durg (j”ut 214) who 
sharply criticized a proposed translation of cegh ihg into German. 
After advancing the argument that just as Kadish is said in 
Targum so that the ohftkn (who don’t understand Targum) should 
not be jealous - so too must we leave  trzg and kthbs intact - he 
then suggests that in the Parsha of Bilaam, the conversations 
between Balak and Bilaam were undoubtedly not in Hebrew, for 
how could Balak have known the language ? It was rather Moshe 
who recorded what had transpired between them in asue iuak, 
providing verbiage that is full of special inferences and ohznr, as 
is the rest of the Torah. The Chasam Sofer notes (s”uh 356) that in 
the entire Torah, the only section where we did not have first-hand 
witnessed accounts is the Parsha of Balak/Bilaam. From the 
initial Torah episode in Gan Eden to this very day, witnessed 
confirmation of events, starting with iuatrv ost were transmitted 
from father to son, as the Ramban states in his Drashos. Only the 
story of Bilaam - the negotiations and conversations between 
Bilaam and Balak - remain unconfirmed. Yet, if one were to doubt 
any aspect of the Torah’s account, he is deemed a rehgc rpuf and 
an Apikores.    

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
An elderly  man came before R’ Shmuel Salant in Yerushalayim and told 
him how he had just received a sizable amount of money from his son. 
The amount was sufficient to support him for the rest of his life, but 
unfortunately, his son did not keep Shabbos and he suspected the  
money was the result of Chilul Shabbos. He was prepared to send it 
back. R’ Shmuel Salant thought a moment and then told him that he 
ought to reconsider. “Imagine” he said, “the Midrash tells us that when 
Yaakov was on the way to Lavan, he was threatened by Elifaz, who was 
under orders from his father Eisav to kill Yaakov. When Yaakov 
explained that a poor man is the equivalent of a dead man, Elifaz allowed 
Yaakov to live, provided Yaakov gave him everything he owned. One 
wonders, why didn’t Yaakov try explaining to Elifaz how wrong it would 
be to kill an innocent man ? Surely it would have been worth a try ! 
However, it was clear to Yaakov that the mitzvah of Kibud Av was very 
important to Elifaz and he decided not to deprive him of the opportunity 
to fulfill it. Your son has also shown how important Kibud Av is to him. 
It’s better to let him have the opportunity for at least that one mitzvah  !”  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family. 


