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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Menachos 44a) states that one who rents a house 
outside of Eretz Yisroel is exempt from affixing a Mezuzah to the 
doorposts for the first 30 days, because, as Rashi says, he may 
decide not to stay. A renter in Eretz Yisroel is obligated to affix 
Mezuzos immediately upon taking residence, to encourage him to 
stay and fulfill the mitzvah of Yishuv Eretz Yisroel. The Shach 
(s”uh 286:28) notes that one of the Mezuzah criteria is that the 
house be deemed a dwelling, and it takes 30 days for it to become 
a permanent dwelling. The Gemara (Eruvin 55b) states that 
although the Bnei Yisroel in the Midbar were in a constant state of 
readiness to travel if the sucfv hbbg began to move, their dwellings 
were nevertheless deemed permanent, determined by Hashem 
under … ubjh ‘s hp kg. The rjav ,kht states that for this reason, 
Bnei Yisroel had affixed Mezuzos to the doorways of their tents in 
the Midbar. The Midrash Tanchuma states that Korach  posed a 
question to Moshe regarding a Talis made completely from 
T’cheiles, because Parshas Shelach had just concluded with the 
mitzvah of Tzitzis. However, the Midrash continues with Korach’s 
second question regarding a house full of Seforim, and whether it 
still requires a Mezuzah. Where did this question come from ? The 
Gemara (Sanhedrin 113a) quotes R’ Eliezer who says that any 
city that has within it (at least) one Mezuzah cannot become an 
,jsbv rhg, because that would require the Mezuzah (and 
everything else) to be destroyed, violating ... if iuag, tk.  If so, 
wouldn’t swallowing up u,sgu jre with their dwellings and 
belongings have destroyed the Mezuzos on their doorposts ?  It 
must be that they refused to affix Mezuzos, which prompted 
Chazal to record the second question in the Midrash. This may be 
znurn in the Pesukim which seem preoccupied with their tents, 
such as: hkvt kgn tb urux and ovhkvt j,p ohcmb utmh orhctu i,su. 
Dasan and Aviram stood at the entrances to their tents, to draw 
Moshe’s attention to the fact that they did not have Mezuzos, 
because of the “unsatisfactory” answer to their 2nd  question.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If someone driving a car while talking on a cell phone hits a 
parked car, would he be liable for the damage L’Halacha ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(In Kiruv, what should be kept first – Shabbos or Taharas HaMishpacha ?)  
R’ Eliashiv ZTL held that Taharas HaMishpachah should be kept 
first, because: a) each transgression violates 2 mutual aveiros and 
Shabbos involves only 1 (see Kerisus 16a); b) it requires greater 
restraint than Shabbos (see Bava Metzia 32b) making it ;hsg.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one wishes to be Machmir in a situation where we do not find 
that Amoraim had been Machmir, such as where a mixture has at 
least 60 times more Heter than Issur, a refusal to eat from it, is 
deemed to be like Apikorsus. (Pischei Teshuvah s”uh 116:10)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Moed Katan 16a) states that if a Shliach is 
dispatched by Beis Din to summon a Baal Din to court, if the 
Shliach is then  disparaged or cursed by the Baal Din, he may 
report this back to the Beis Din, without it being deemed Leshon 
Hora. This is derived from the words: reb, ovv ohabtv hbhgv, 
Dasan and Aviram’s statement that even if Moshe threatens to put 
their eyes out, they won’t obey his summons to appear. Rashi 
notes that the only way Moshe could have known they said this 
(and written it in the Torah) was because the Shliach obviously 
told him. The Torah Temimah asks, the Torah is full of references 
to people’s thoughts that were imparted to Moshe by Hashem. 
Why do we suddenly insist that the Shliach must have reported 
this to Moshe ? He answers by reference to the Gemara in 
Sanhedrin (43b) where Hashem told Yehoshua that a Jew had 
violated the ban on taking booty from Yericho. When Yehoshua 
asked who had done this, Hashem replied that He had no wish to 
say Leshon HoRa - Yehoshua must figure it out for himself. Here 
as well, Hashem would not convey Leshon HoRa to Moshe; 
therefore, Moshe’s Shliach must have reported it to him. The 
Shulchan Aruch (n”uj 11:1) rules accordingly, that if a Baal Din 
ignores three summonses from Beis Din, on the day following the 
last no-show, he is put into Cherem - excommunication. The 
Shliach is believed to say that the Baal Din made disparaging 
remarks about the Beis Din, or that he indicated his refusal to 
appear, and these remarks are not deemed prohibited Leshon 
HoRa. The Nesivos asks, what purpose does it serve for the 
Shliach to report that the Baal Din refused to appear ? Won’t Beis 
Din see themselves by the end of the day that he did not show up ? 
He answers that where the Baal Din stated his intention to reject 
Beis Din’s summons, the Cherem may be activated immediately, 
without waiting the rest of the day to see if he appears.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man came to the Brisker Rav (Griz) and asked him the following: He 
lived in a small rented cottage, and his landlord just informed him that 
he would have to move out because the cottage was going to be 
demolished, and a larger building built in its place. He wished to know if 
upon moving out, should he remove the Mezuzos, or since one never 
really knew what might happen, must he leave them in case someone 
else would move in temporarily. The Griz told him that he himself, as a 
young man, had moved into an apartment and had purchased Mezuzos 
that were unmatched in their Kashrus and pedigree. Unfortunately, the 
apartment was damp, and he had to move out. The tenant who moved in 
after him (who didn’t mind the dampness) pretended that the Mezuzos 
were “adequate” and was unwilling to pay the Griz anything for them. 
The Griz asked his father (the Grach) if he should make a fuss and the 
Grach said: “ohkhj,n tk ,uzuznv og” – one does not start (up) with 
Mezuzos. The Griz left his Mezuzos in the apartment, and now took his 
father’s words at face value, giving similar advice. The man understood, 
and contacted the builder. When the demolition began, as soon as the 
doors were knocked down, he appeared and removed the Mezuzos. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family. 


