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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Bava Basra 143a) cites a case where a man said to 
his wife: "My possessions shall be [bequeathed] to you and your 
sons." R' Yosef says that she is entitled to one half and the sons 
share in the other half. This is derived from uhbcku irvtk v,hvu, 
where half of the Lechem HaPanim went to Aharon, and the other 
half was divided among the Kohanim serving then in the Mishkan. 
The Gemara (Yoma 17b) brings the same Drasha in the name of 
Rebbi, but the Rabanan disagree, finding it to be inappropriate to 
treat the Kohen Gadol as equal to all the other Kohanim 
combined. Yet, the Gemara (Sanhedrin 20b) states that the spoils 
of war are to be divided, half to the king and the other half to be 
apportioned among those who fought and those who stayed 
behind to guard the camp. This too is derived from the same 
Drasha but here, as in the case of the bequest, the Rabanan do not 
disagree. The Gevuras Ari suggests that the Rabanan only argue in 
matters of ohna hase (Divine sanctity) such as the Lechem 
HaPanim, where the Torah could not have intended to treat the 
Kohen Gadol with so much excess. However, in mundane affairs 
such as bequests and the spoils of war, the Rabanan would agree 
with Rebbi's allocation. The Midrash (4:11) states that the 273 
first-borns who had no Levi to replace them were required to pay 
a Pidyon "uhbcku irvtk", which was then divided - half to Aharon 
and half to Elazar and Isamar. The Panim Yafos says that the 
money was divided in 3 - among Aharon, Elazar and Isamar, 
evenly, because one is free to choose any Kohen to officiate at a 
Pidyon HaBen. Yet, the half-half concept can explain why the 
Gemara (Shabbos 12b) says that one should always pray for 
someone who is ill - ktrah hkuj lu,c - within the group of all Jews 
who are sick. One's vkhp, will then be allocated half to the one he 
is praying for, and half for the rest of ktrah hkuj. Since Chazal 
say that a vkhp, is always half-successful, hopefully the "half" will 
bring a vnka vtupr for his vkuj.       

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If an expensive (e.g. crystal) item that is Muktza because of its 
value, falls and will definitely smash, may one catch it ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Which should one choose: to be the 10th for davening or for a Chupah ?)  
The Gemara (Megilah 3b) states that Torah study may be 
interrupted to attend a Chupah. But the Rema (j”ut 90:18) rules 
that one who is u,bnut u,ru, need not daven with a minyan,  to 
minimize interruption from study. Since Chupah is more cuaj  
and its brocho can’t be said without a minyan, he should go there.         

DIN'S CORNER:  
One should not answer int to a child’s brocho if he is learning 
how to say the brocho in a non-brocho setting. However, one 
should say int to a child’s brocho where it is said under relevant 
and appropriate brocho circumstances. One may say Hashem’s 
name when teaching a child, but not an adult. (MB 215:14)   

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara in Maseches Sofrim (12:2) cites R’ Levi who states 
that Hashem does not wish the Bnei Yisroel to say Birchos 
HaTorah before and after an Aliyah that contains the Tochachah 
because He doesn’t wish to be blessed by us when we are 
subjected to ,ukke (curses). R’ Yosi disagrees, noting that by 
adding a “good” Posuk or a few, before and after, it is no longer 
just ,ukke. The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 428:6) rules accordingly, 
saying that we may not split the Tochachah in BeChukosai among 
Aliyos but must add 3 Pesukim before it and after it, so as not to 
begin or end the Aliyah on a negative note. The TAZ asks, does 
not the Gemara (Megilah 21b) state that in the time of the 
Mishna, only the first to be called up and the last to be called up 
recited a brocho ? The Tochachah was never in the first or last 
Aliyah, so how would berachos have been said over it ?! The TAZ 
answers that those who received the middle Aliyos could choose 
to say their own berachos or be tmuh with the berachos of the first 
Aliyah. The Rav PeAlim (j”ut 42) was asked to explain how it is 
that we can end off the reading of Parshas BaMidbar with the 
words: u,nu asuev ,t gkcf ,utrk utch tku - where a warning of 
death is certainly to be considered negative. He replied that one 
can ask this question on several such Pesukim in the Torah, but 
the answer to them all is that the Posuk is not the ohhxn (“ender”) - 
the brocho afterwards is the ohhxn. Therefore, one who receives 
such an Aliyah has not finished until he says the brocho 
afterwards, thereby completing the Aliyah on a positive note. 
However, when one reviews the Parsha oudr, sjtu tren ohba, he 
does not recite the brocho afterwards. As such, he must add a 
Posuk before and after so as not to end or begin on a negative 
note. So too, in the time of the Mishna, in order to ensure 
compliance with cuy rcsc ohhxn, one had a choice to either add on 
a few Pesukim or else to say his own Birchos HaTorah. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Ezra Attia was told that two young men in his area had been 
quarreling. R’ Ezra, looking to make peace, approached one of them and 
asked why. The young man replied that he had been insulted by the 
other. R’ Ezra told him that he now had an opportunity to fulfill the 
mitzvah in the Torah of uhfrsc ,fkvu - to emulate Hashem’s ways by 
being forgiving. The young man asked R’ Ezra why he should be so 
forgiving, since the insult had been so outrageous. R’ Ezra replied: “Let 
me tell you a small story about a Rav who was not shown proper 
respect. He asked the Ribono Shel Olam to rectify the situation for him, 
and soon enough, a matter came to light which brought much sucf to 
the Rav. However, shortly thereafter, the Rav suddenly died. Are you 
also looking to rectify the disrespect you were shown ? Be grateful for it 
and live a long life !” The young man sighed, but with a groan he added: 
“But after all I did for him, and then he goes and insults me like that ...”. 
R’ Ezra was about to interrupt with more Musar when he stopped, and 
then said: “Forgive me my son, and forget all that I said to you. If he was 
a cuyc vpuf then all my arguments are not applicable."      
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sorscher family. 


