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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Rosh HaShanah 27a) states that on Rosh 
HaShanah, the Tefilah containing the words: lhagn ,kj, ouhv vz, 
which characterizes Rosh HaShanah as the day on which Hashem 
began His creative work, is recited according to the opinion of R’ 
Eliezer, who says that the world (i.e. Adam) was created on Rosh 
HaShanah. Tosafos asks, does not the Gemara rule according to 
R’ Yehoshua’s opinion that the world was created on the first of 
Nissan ? Tosafos answers that in truth, both opinions are correct, 
and even according to R’ Yehoshua, on Rosh Chodesh Tishrei 
(Rosh HaShanah) Hashem conceived the idea to create the world, 
but did not actually do so until Rosh Chodesh Nissan. Therefore, 
according to both opinions, it would be proper to refer to Rosh 
HaShanah as lhagn ,kj, ouhv vz, for even Hashem’s vcajn may 
be deemed His vagn. A similar reference is found in the Gemara 
(Eruvin 18a) which states: vcajnc v,kg vkhj,c – originally 
Hashem’s plan was to create both a man and a woman, but in the 
end He only made a man, and extracted a woman from him.  The 
Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 494:1) states that on the 50th day of Sefiras 
HaOmer we celebrate Shavuos, and the Magen Avrohom asks, 
how can we refer to Shavuos as ub,ru, i,n inz if we hold as R’ 
Yosi does, that the Torah was given on the 7th of Sivan, and 
Shavuos is always on the 6th ? However, the ohhj ohn (j”ut 15) 
notes how the Gemara (Shabbos 87a) states that Moshe Rabbeinu 
added an extra (i.e. a third) day of vahrp on Friday, before Matan 
Torah on Shabbos. This means that Hashem’s initial vcajn was 
to give the Torah on Friday, 6th of Sivan, but did not actually do 
so until Shabbos, Sivan 7 because of Moshe’s added day. 
Therefore, according to Tosafos’ theory, although vru,v ,kce did 
not take place until Shabbos, the day before - 6th of Sivan, under 
Hashem’s initial vcajn, was already the beginning of Matan 
Torah, and may therefore be referred to as ub,ru, i,n inz. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When is it a mitzvah for one to enter a social gathering or a bar, 
for no purpose other than to join Jews and gentiles in drink ?     

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Why isn’t ypan iauj the first section of the Shulchan Aruch ?)  
The Divrei Yoel explains that although the importance of 
conducting financial matters properly is evidenced by Parshas 
Mishpatim following immediately after Matan Torah, it was not 
the first section of Shulchan Aruch because the Shulchan Aruch 
(n”uj 12:2) states that it is a mitzvah to encourage litigants rap,vk 
- to settle, rather than stand on the strict Halacha. It would not do 
to begin the Shulchan Aruch with this approach 

DIN'S CORNER:  
A Kohen may not add to the 3 Pesukim of  ohbvf ,frc nor may a 
non-Kohen join with the Kohanim to Duchen. However, a non-
Kohen is permitted to use the berachos of ohbvf ,frc if he wishes 
to bless another Jew. This is because ohpf ,thab can only take 
place during davening. Any use of the ohbvf ,frc Pesukim not 
during davening is a clear indication of the intention not to fulfill 
the mitzvah of ohbvf ,frc. (Biur Halachah 128) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Megilah 6b) states that if someone tells you that he 
toiled in the study of Torah but was not successful, do not believe 
him - ihnt, kt h,tmn tku h,gdh. If he says that he did not toil, and 
yet succeeded, do not believe that either. If he says that he worked 
hard and succeeded, you may believe him. Thus, although one 
needs thnas t,ghhx to succeed in any endeavor, with regard to 
Torah study one also needs vghdh – hard work, to succeed. The 
Gemara (Chulin 24a) notes conflicting Pesukim related to the age 
at which Leviim would be eligible for service in the Beis 
HaMikdash – one Posuk stating 25 years, while another says 30. 
The Gemara resolves this by saying that the Levi begins to study 
the laws associated with his future tasks at age 25, but begins to 
actually perform them five years later, at age 30. The Gemara 
then states that there is a rule to be derived from this arrangement, 
that any student who does not see success in his studies after 5 
years will never see it. What does this mean ? After all, if he had 
studied hard for the 5 years, then he should have succeeded. 
Otherwise, it would be a case of ihnt, kt h,tmn tku h,gdh – do not 
believe that after his toil in Torah study, that he did not succeed. 
If in fact, he did not succeed, then it must be that he did not study 
hard. As such, there should be no basis for the Gemara’s derived 
rule. For this reason, Rashi explains the Gemara’s rule as 
speaking of one who studied, understood what he had learned, but 
then had a tendency to forget what he had learned. Thus, the 
thnas t,ghhx that he needs is to prevent him from so easily 
forgetting his studies, and if after 5 years of toil, he has not 
succeeded in overcoming his forgetfulness, then he will likely not 
be able to overcome it later. The Divrei Yatziv (z”gvt 50) sees 
forgetfulness as a positive thing, encouraging one to work hard in 
order to remember what he learned.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
In a small but thriving Torah community on the east coast, an Asian 
immigrant opened a dry cleaning store. It quickly became popular 
among the Yeshiva crowd who appreciated the honest hard-working 
proprietor. One bright summer day, the wife of a local Reform rabbi 
came in to pick up her order. When she handed the owner a check, he 
looked at it for a moment, disappeared into the back, and upon 
returning, he asked her to wait a few minutes while he collected her 
items.  Ten minutes turned into fifteen until suddenly, the front door 
opened and two policemen entered. The proprietor appeared from the 
back and pointed to the rabbi’s wife. The policemen asked her for 
identification, which she was able to produce, but she demanded to 
know what was going on. The policemen turned to the Asian proprietor 
who unapologetically explained that when he saw the name on her 
check - “Rabbi or Mrs. __________”, he immediately suspected that the 
check had been stolen. Pointing to the shorts and sleeveless blouse she 
was wearing, he said “I know many Rabbis’ wives, and none of them 
ever dress this way”.        
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Cohnen family. 


