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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Nedarim 55a) derives from: vb,n rcsnnu that only 
one who is kfk repun – ownerless and available to all (to learn 
from) like a wilderness, will be given the Torah as a gift. The 
Midrash (Bamidbar 1:7) adds that the Torah was given in the 
Midbar because a wilderness is free to all comers, as is the Torah. 
Yet, the Gemara (Sanhedrin 59a) states that a non-Jew may not 
learn our Torah, and if he does so he is guilty of theft. The 
Meforshim struggle to clarify this “theft”, since nothing has been 
taken, and no increase can be detected in the assets of the non-
Jew. The Gemara (Avodah Z2ara 71b) explains that a non-Jew is 
punishable (with death) for a theft from a Jew of less than a 
perutah’s worth, though inconsequential, because he caused the 
Jew distress. Still, it is doubtful that Torah study by a non-Jew 
would cause distress to a Jew. The Rambam (ohfkn 10:9) rules 
that a non-Jew is liable for a death penalty if he engages in Torah 
study outside his 7 Noachide mitzvos, and if he keeps Shabbos, 
even on a weekday. As a rule, we do not allow him ,s asjk - to 
innovate religious matters. a"g. Apparently, Torah study is similar 
to Shabbos observance, in that they both represent a new religious 
practice that was copied from us. Still, wherein lies the theft ? 
The Meiri (Sanhedrin 59a) explains that a non-Jew who wishes to 
observe Shabbos should be told that he has 2 options: 1) convert 
or 2) stop introducing our practices into his religion. Similarly, 
regarding Torah study, if his intent is not to convert and fulfill 
mitzvos, he should be prevented for fear that others may be 
impressed by his knowledge, assume he is a Jew and follow his 
example. Thus, according to the Meiri, a non-Jew who studies 
Torah is guilty of ,gs ,chbd – misleading others into thinking that 
he is a Jew, which may lead them to sin upon observing the non-
Jew’s other behavior. The Ateres Paz (1:3 n”uj 2:3) suggests that 
this is the meaning of the Rambam’s problem with ,s asjk – that 
a non-Jew’s Torah study may mislead Jews into viewing his other 
behavior as Halachically acceptable.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
How long does Shanah Rishonah last for newlyweds in a leap 
year – 12 months or 13 ?     

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Must one stand up for a Torah-wise woman teacher?)  
The Teshuvos V’Hanhagos (2:451) opines that although there is 
no Chiyuv to do so, as there is for a man, still, we must obligate 
students to show respect for a woman teacher, to learn proper 
behavior, and so that they take her guidance and vgpav to heart.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may place a receptacle under the Shabbos candles in order to 
catch falling sparks, even on Shabbos, and the receptacle is not 
made Muktza thereby. However, one may not place water in that 
receptacle, even before Shabbos. If one lights with oil, one may 
place water in the glass candle before Shabbos, as it is intended 
only to raise the oil level. (MB 265:4) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Arachin 11b) states that a Levi who was designated 
as a rruan (singer) was not permitted to serve as a rguan 
(gatekeeper), and vice-versa. One who did so was liable to a death 
penalty, as the Posuk describes the area in which the Leviim were 
encamped - ifanv hbpk ohbujvu, concluding with ,nuh crev rzvu. 
Abaye explains that rzvu means one who is a stranger to the task, 
i.e. he was not designated for it. Tosafos notes that in Divrei 
HaYomim (1:9) the Leviim families designated as ohrruan and 
ohrguan are separately listed. The Yaavetz questions this apparent 
distinction, based on Oved Edom, a Levi whose family is listed in 
both categories (and in whose home the Aron HaKodesh resided 
for 3 months), suggesting that perhaps (in Dovid’s time) one 
could be separately appointed to each task at different times. This 
is also indicated by an apparent contradiction, where a Posuk 
says: asenv ,rnan ohrnua uhbcu irvtu van – Moshe was a rnua 
(i.e. a rguan), while the Gemara (ibid) darshens from rcsh van 
that Moshe was a singer. The Tzafnas Paneach points out from 
the Rambam (vrhjcv ,hc 8:2) that vrhna of the Beis HaMikdash 
was a mitzvah that took place at night. The Gemara (Arachin 11a) 
stated that just as Kaparah can only be achieved by day, so too, 
the singing of the Leviim took place only by day. Thus, the time 
periods in which the tasks of the rguan and rruan were performed 
were not in conflict, allowing Moshe to qualify as both, which 
could apply to Oved Edom as well. Where might a death penalty 
apply ? Where a Levi engaged in a task without appointment to it. 
The Gemara (Taanis 17a) states that a Kohen who can identify 
his grouping (Mishmar / Beis Av) as well as when he would have 
been on “duty”, may not drink wine that day / week or perhaps at 
all, because of the possibility that the Beis HaMikdash could be 
rebuilt at any moment, and he would be required to resume the 
Avodah, which he may not do if he has consumed wine. Why is 
there no duty restriction on a Levi who can identify the category 
to which his family once belonged, and the exclusivity of their  
appointment ? The Avnei Nezer  (s”uh 449) proves from here that 
there is no mitzvah of asenv ,rhna on Leviim today. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:   
During one of his travels, R’ Aharon of Karlin found himself in the town 
of Berditchev, where he decided to stay over Lag B’Omer. There was a 
Dayan in Berditchev by the name of R’ Yoizel, who was a big Talmid 
Chochom, but who after many years had not been Zoche to children. A 
Lag B’Omer “Tish” was arranged for the Karliner, at which R’ Aharon 
spoke about the ,uguah that could be achieved by quoting the teachings 
of R’ Shimon bar Yochai. R’ Yoizel was invited to offer one and he 
immediately quoted the Gemara (Sotah10b) where R’ Shimon said: 
ohcrc urcj hbp ihckh ktu atv iacf lu,k unmg khpha … jub, and R’ 
Aharon quietly added: rn,n ikbn (where do we learn this from ? from 
Tamar). Within a year, R’ Yoizel was Zoche to twins, at which time 
people understood that R’ Aharon’s words: rn,n ikbn were meant to 
“guide” the vguah for R’ Yoizel to that of Tamar, who had also merited 
to bear twins.   

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sorscher family. 


