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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Nedarim 55a) derives from the unknown places 
listed in the Posuk: ,unc kthkjbnu kthkjb vb,nnu vb,n rcsnnu that 
if one makes himself available to all, like a wilderness (rcsn), 
then the Torah will be given to him as a gift (vb,n), and once 
given as a gift, Hashem will make it his inheritance (kt-ukjb), and 
his stature will reach heights (,unc). The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 
19a) derives from vdvh u,ru,cu umpj ‘s ,ru,c that when one 
begins to study Torah, it belongs to Hashem (‘s ,ru,c) but once 
he understands it, it becomes his (u,ru,cu). How then is it referred 
to as a gift (vb,n) when it is in fact earned ? The Netziv (rcs chan 
1:24) suggests that the ability to grasp it initially, as Moshe was 
able to do in Shomayim, is the gift. What one does with it later is 
of his own doing. Does this give one total control over his 
Chidushim, such that he can forbid that they ever be published ? 
The Netziv says no. His Torah belongs to him in the same way 
that Terumah belongs to a non-Kohen – he merely has the right to 
decide which Kohen to give it to. He does not have the right to 
destroy it. Here too, the author/Baal Mechadesh has the right to 
decide who shall receive his Torah, but he does not have the right 
to send it into oblivion by depriving everyone of it, ensuring that 
it will be forgotten. In this respect it is still considered a gift, with 
strings attached. However, the Minchas Yitzchok (9:153) holds 
that one’s own Chidushei Torah are his to do with as he pleases, 
including not publishing them, and directing in his vtuum that no 
one publish them after his death. As proof, he offers the vtuum of 
the Chofetz Chaim, where he gives the right to the whole world to 
publish his 6-volume Mishna Berurah, and his Seforim - Chofetz 
Chaim, Shemiras HaLashon, Nidchei Yisroel, Ahavas Chesed and 
Tiferes HaAdam. To publish any others, permission must be 
obtained from him or his heirs.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Who may be Shliach Tzibur for Shacharis on Shabbos or Yom 
Tov but not a weekday ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(If one repeats Shemona Esrei, does the first one count for 100 berachos ?)  
The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 108:11) rules that if one davened a 
weekday Shemona Esrei for Shabbos Mincha, he should daven 2 
weekday Shemona Esreis for Maariv. The Taz and Magen 
Avrohom explain that one opinion says he shouldn’t bother, since 
he did daven a Shemona Esrei for Mincha, and the makeup won’t 
mention Shabbos anyway. The other opinion considers the 
Shemona Esrei he said as worthless, and he must daven again. We 
pasken as such, asking him to do it as a vcsb. So according to the 
first opinion, his first Shemona Esrei should count towards 100 
berachos, while according to the latter, if worthless, it would not.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
One should wear entirely different clothing on Shabbos, and if 
possible, different shoes. One should keep the special Shabbos 
attire on at least until after he eats Melave Malka and if possible, 
until he goes to sleep. (Piskei Teshuvos  262:2-3) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Zevachim 19b) states that the procedure by which 
Kohanim would purify themselves, called ohkdru ohsh aushe would 
require each Kohen to bend over, place his right hand on his right 
foot and his left hand on his left foot, and have the Kiyor water 
flow over them all at once. R’ Chaim Pelaggi (ohhj ck 2:5) 
derives from here that if one touches his feet after washing them 
well, he need not wash his hands, as he must when touching 
covered parts of his body, as we do not find that the Kohanim had 
to wash their hands after undergoing the purification. The Rav 
Poalim (j”ut 2:4) endorses an opinion which disagrees, stating 
that we don’t normally wash our feet every morning, as we do our 
hands, because Tum’ah clings to our feet much more, and would 
not be removed by simply washing them. Only Kohanim were 
able to do so, and only through ohkdru ohsh aushe. (Some say that 
the Kohen would place his hands over his feet, without actually 
touching them) Tosafos (Kidushin 31b) relates that when R’ 
Yishmael would return home from the Beis HaMidrash, his 
mother would wash his feet, and (unbeknownst to him) drink the 
water in which she had done so. When R’ Yishmael found out, he 
refused to allow his feet to be washed, but his mother complained 
to the Chachomim, who told R’ Yishmael that he was obligated 
under ot suchf to fulfill her wishes. If Tum’ah and Ruach Ra’ah 
contaminate one’s feet, how could she drink such water ? The Or 
HaChaim HaKadosh notes that the Torah refers to the laws of 
Tum’ah and Parah Adumah as: vru,v ,euj ,tz, because it is the 
Torah which acts as a magnet for the forces of Tum’ah (which do 
not infect gentiles). As such, the Tum’ah of water from the feet of 
a Talmid Chochom such as R’ Yishmael would be exponentially 
increased ! Yabia Omer (j”ut 4:1) asks how we can drink wine, if 
it is created by stomping on grapes. He suggests that once feet are 
washed, even a little, the Ruach Ra’ah partially dissipates, and 
whatever is left is too weak to convey Tum’ah onto the wine. The 
same could be said regarding the water of R’ Yishmael, leaving 
his mother free to indulge her reverent tastes. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A Rav came to R’ Shabsi Yudelevitz and described the difficulties he was 

having trying to restore Shalom Bayis in a particular house where the 

wife was a full Baalas Teshuvah, but her husband was very far behind. 

They had recently built a house and when the wife wished to have 

Mezuzos affixed, her husband vehemently objected. R’ Shabsi decided to 

pay them a visit, and when he tried to explain to the husband how the 

Mezuzah offers Shemirah (security), the husband replied: “I have my 

rights, and it is my right to object”. R’ Shabsi agreed with him and after 

a short while, said to the husband: “You look like a reasonable man who 

probably doesn’t like arguing over a Mezuzah any more than your wife 

does. I have a good idea – let’s make a compromise. Instead of putting 

a Mezuzah on both sides of the doorway, we will only put it on the right 

side, but not on the left side”. The husband agreed to the “compromise”. 

P.S . Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sheli family.  


