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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Midrash Rabba (Bereshis 11:5) says that Turnus Rufus asked 
R’ Akiva how it was permitted for Hashem to make it rain on 
Shabbos since it necessitated transferring precipitation from one 
domain (Heaven) to another (Earth). R’ Akiva replied with a 
parable which basically stated that since the entire world 
belonged to Hashem it was all one domain, thereby permitting 
such a transfer. Others dealt with this question by pointing out the 
Gemara (Shabbos 18a) which states that if one began funneling 
water into a garden before Shabbos, he may allow it to continue 
flowing on Shabbos. Hashem does the same, by starting the rain 
right before Shabbos, after which it may continue. However, 
according to R’ Akiva, Hashem may begin the rain at any time, 
even on Shabbos. The Gemara (Berachos 35a) resolves a seeming 
contradiction between: vtuknu .rtv ‘sk (the entire world belongs 
to Hashem) and: ost hbck i,b .rtvu (He gave the land to man), by 
stating that the land is given to men only when they do Hashem‘s 
will; otherwise it remains Hashem’s domain. The Posuk states: 
o,gc ofhnad h,,bu. Rashi cites the Midrash which describes o,gc 
(in their [proper] time) as referring to Friday night, specifically 
designating rain for Shabbos. Why only Friday night, and not 
Shabbos day ?  The Bracha Meshuleshes explains that this rain is 
listed as the reward for ufk, h,uejc ot - it will come when we do 
Hashem’s will. However, in that case, Hashem would have given 
the land to man (ost hbck i,b .rtvu), making Earth a different and 
separate domain. As such, R’ Akiva’s reasoning to permit rain on 
Shabbos would not fit, leaving only the other derivation from 
irrigating a garden, which permits rain to fall only if it began to 
flow in the evening, before Shabbos begins. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Does the Halacha of Bar Metzra apply to give you priority where 
a neighbor is selling an apartment on a floor above you ?        

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(When should one daven a weekday Shemona Esrei on Shabbos ?)  
1) The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 293:3) says that when necessary, 
one may daven Maariv for Motzai Shabbos after Plag HaMincha, 
but see Mishna Berurah who says one should not. 2) The 
Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 344:1) describes how one who is lost in the 
wilderness and doesn’t know which day is Shabbos, should treat 
the 7th day as Shabbos. Every other day he treats as a weekday.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
Upon concluding travel between cities in Germany or France, one 
does not recite Birchas HaGomel since danger is not commonly 
expected there. In Spain, the roads are deemed somewhat  
dangerous so one would say the brocho, provided he traveled at 
least a Parsah. If an area is known to be very dangerous, even 
less than a Parsah obligates. (j"ut 219:7) If one is put in danger 
anywhere (such as by armed robbers), even in a safe area, all 
would agree that he is obligated in the brocho.  (MB 219:31)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Mishna (Maaser Sheni 5:1) states that if someone owns a 
vineyard in its 4th year of growth (Kerem Revai) or tree fruits in 
their first 3 years of growth (Orlah), he must mark them during 
the Shemitah year (when everything is Hefker) so that no one will 
take one of those fruits and eat it, not realizing that they are not 
permitted to be eaten. R' Shimon says that this is only necessary 
during the Shemitah year. In other years there is no such 
requirement because these fruits still belong to their owner, and 
anyone who takes them without permission from the owner would 
be a Gazlan. Chazal did not see a need to enact a Takanah 
(marking the fruit) for the benefit of a thief. But is there not a 
requirement under uhjtc aht ukafu to prevent a Jew from 
transgressing, as the Gemara (Sanhedrin 27b) derives that all 
Jews are vzk vz ihcrg (responsible for each other) and one who 
ignored an opportunity to stop another from sinning is deemed 
guilty of that sin himself ?  Some Acharonim hold that this 
Mishna is proof to the opinion of the SHaCh (s”uh 151:6) who 
says that there is no obligation to prevent a Mumar (apostate) 
from transgressing an Issur, and that uhjtc aht ukafu only applies 
to one who qualifies as uhjt, which a Mumar does not. Some 
Meforshim go so far as to hold that the Tzedakah imperative and 
Ribis prohibition do not apply to a Mumar, as the Torah phrases 
them with the word lhjt, and they seek to derive that a Mumar's 
widow does not require Yibum or Chalitzah as well, since those 
obligations are based on the Posuk: ohjt ucah hf. Those who 
disagree, distinguish between uhjt when referring to one who is 
(or is not) ,uumnc uhjt (like a Mumar) versus physical brothers, as 
is the case regarding Yibum. The Kovetz Shiurim (Beitzah 66) 
suggests that a distinction may exist between the obligations of 
Arvus (responsibility) and Tochachah (rebuke) as they pertain to 
preventing a Mumar from transgressing. Arvus would only apply 
where there is a possibility that the Mumar will listen to the 
person who is trying to stop him from transgressing. But if one 
knows that the Mumar will not listen, there is no obligation to 
even try. Tochachah on the other hand might apply even where 
one believes there is no chance of success (i.e. even 100 times).  
Still, if one does not offer Tochachah to a Mumar in such a case 
despite the obligation, one cannot say that he will be deemed 
guilty of the transgression himself, if he had no chance of success. 
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A man mistakenly left a suitcase on a bus in Israel and when he realized 
what he had done, he immediately contacted the bus company and was 
told that in 2 days he could come to their lost-and-found department 
and pick it up. However, the man also realized that his Talis & Tefillin 
were in the suitcase, and that someone might turn it over to the police 
as a suspicious item. He called the police and asked that if that 
happened, that they should not blow up the suitcase. The police replied 
that by law, they must. After the suitcase had been blown up, the man 
was invited to come “pick it up”. When he arrived, he found the Talis 
ripped to shreds by the explosives. But the Tefillin were entirely intact. 
The officer commented: “Whenever we blow up a bag that contains 
Tefillin, they always remain intact !” 

P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


