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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Yerushalmi (vkj 4:4) states that when someone donates 
something to Hashem under ‘sk tuv ohase ase orj kf, it belongs 
to the Kohanim who are currently serving in the Beis HaMikdash, 
- the rnan habt, unlike other vbuvf ,ub,n that may be given to any 
Kohen of the donor’s choosing. The Gemara in Yoma (26a) says 
that no Kohen was ever allowed the honor of burning the Ketores 
more than once, since (as is derived from Pesukim in vfrcv ,tzu) 
the act of smoking the Ketores is a guarantee of wealth. By the 
same token, the MaHaril states that a Sandik (who holds the baby 
during its Bris) should not be allowed to act as Sandik for more 
than one baby per family, since it is also a guarantee of wealth. 
Interestingly, there is no restriction on an cuaj ost (respected 
person) being honored as Sandik many times, even on the same 
day, as long as the honor is not bestowed by the same Baal Bris 
twice. The GR”A (s”uh 265:11) however, notes this inconsistency 
and states that since he has never seen a Sandik become wealthy, 
the minhag to disallow one Sandik for two brothers must have 
come from a clause in the will of Rabbeinu Yehuda HaChasid. 
Still, based on the MaHaril’s analogy between a Bris and the 
Ketores, the Chasam Sofer (j”ut 158) explains why the Rema 
allows the Sandik and the baby’s father to shave and/or have their 
hair cut before the Bris, even during Sefirah. After all, there 
seems to be ample support for the need of a Seudas Mitzvah 
honoring a Siyum or Pidyon HaBen as well as one for a Bris, yet 
none of the Poskim suggest that a shave or haircut is permitted 
during Sefirah for anyone involved in a Siyum or Pidyon HaBen. 
Therefore, the Chasam Sofer concludes that it is only because of 
the Sandik’s analogy to the Kohen’s guarantee of wealth and the 
representation of a Bris as similar to the Ketores that place a Bris 
above a Siyum or Pidyon HaBen to permit the haircut.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would one be required to say a brocho because of the way 
he is sitting (i.e. but not if he was sitting a different way) ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Why do we lain at Shabbos Mincha before Shemona Esrei  ? )  
The Emek Brocho suggests that although Shemona Esrei is rhs, 
(more frequent), Krias HaTorah is asuen (more holy), so neither 
demands precedence over the other. Yet, the Gemara (Berachos 
29b) states that one should recite the Shemona Esrei for Mincha 
vnj hnusns og – just before sunset, so to arrange that, Krias 
HaTorah must come first.       

DIN'S CORNER:  
One who wishes to bow at the beginning or at the end of the 
middle berachos in Shemona Esrei is strongly encouraged not to. 
This is to preserve the effectiveness of Chazal’s enactments, 
which would be weakened if everyone decided for himself where 
and how to be Machmir on the general standard. It is also 
discouraged because of the assumption that one who wants to 
bow at these berachos is arrogant and does so only to display how 
much more righteous he is than everyone else.  (MB 113:2)    

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Bava Basra 21a) states that if one owns a house on 
a jointly-held property, he may not conduct business there as a 
doctor, a weaver, a bloodletter or a teacher, nor may he rent the 
house to another for such a purpose as this will increase traffic in 
the area, which will disturb the co-owner neighbors. The 
Shulchan Aruch (n"uj 156:1) rules accordingly but the Rema adds 
that he may sell his house to such a person, who will then have to 
deal with the neighbors' objections. However, the Rema 
concludes, he may only sell to a Jew. The Lubavitcher Rebbe, 
writing in HaPardes (453:7, 1969) argued that if renting to one of 
these professions was prohibited because it could negatively 
affect the neighborhood's standards, how much more so should 
the sale of any real property within a Jewish community to non-
Jews be prohibited, where their very presence will jeopardize the 
Jewish standards of the area. In fact, the Sifra (rvc 3) derives 
from: l,hngk rfnn urfn, hfu that when one has something to sell, 
whether real or personal property, he may only sell to a Jew. The 
Rebbe argues further, citing the Rema (ibid 155:22) who cites a 
ruling of the Mordechai concerning a certain duke who wished to 
increase his tax base by "encouraging" Jews living in other areas 
and under the dominion of other nobles to move and place 
themselves under his rule. He threatened those Jews already under 
his power with expulsion if they were unsuccessful in arranging 
this mass move. The Mordechai ruled that to protect the interests 
of the threatened Kehilah, the Jews targeted by the duke were 
obligated to comply in order to alleviate the danger to the 
threatened Jews by moving to the duke's area. The Rebbe's 
position was that to prevent the deterioration of a Jewish 
communal area (e.g. Crown Heights), it might very well be 
required for those who had sold their property to non-Jews and 
then moved away, to move back, in order to return stability. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The wife of R’ Levi Yitzchok from Berditchev came into the local Beis 
Din one day holding her Kesubah. When asked, she voiced her 
complaint to the Beis Din that her husband was not fulfilling his 
obligations under the Kesubah’s terms. She pointed out that the 
Kesubah states: ihtsuvh ihrcd lrsf hfk hfh,h xbrptu iuzht – that a 
husband agrees to support his wife according to the standard of Jewish 
men. “My husband does not give me all that I need and is not fulfilling 
his promise. I would like you to rule that he must”. R’ Levi Yitzchok 
appeared and argued that the phrase his wife had quoted from the 
Kesubah does not end there but continues: tyauec iuvhabk ihxbrpns – 
[referring to Jewish men] that support their wives with truth, which 
changes the standard by eliminating any money obtained through 
trickery, falsehood or theft. With such a standard he believed he was in 
compliance. The Beis Din agreed with him. Later, R’ Levi Yitzchok 
explained that he had encouraged his wife to bring this matter before 
the Beis Din so as to obtain a Psak that he was in fact, fulfilling the 
terms of his Kesubah.     
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sorscher family. 

 


