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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Yerushalmi (Nazir 7:1 34b) asks: may a Kohen contract 
Tum’ah for the honor of a Nasi (who is not one of the 7 relatives 
permitted by the Torah) ? The Yerushalmi answers that when R’ 
Yehudah HaNasi died, R’ Zeira announced that there was no 
Kehunah that day, meaning that the Kohanim were permitted to 
become Tomay for the Nasi. The Rambam (kct 3:10) rules 
accordingly, that even Kohanim may become Tomay upon the 
death of a Nasi, because a Nasi is considered to be a vumn ,n to 
all, since all are obligated in his Kavod. In the Selichos of Yom 
Kippur, the deaths of the ,ufkn hdurv vrag is recounted, and the 
first two Tanaim in the Piyut are R’ Yishmael Kohen Gadol and 
R’ Shimon b. Gamliel   “ktrah thab” - the Nasi. When R’ Shimon 
was k”jr beheaded, the Piyut says that R’ Yishmael picked up R’ 
Shimon’s head and cried over it, lamenting the loss. The Har Tzvi 
asks how R’ Yishmael could have made himself Tomay at that 
time, for no productive purpose. However, in light of the 
Yerushalmi, was not R’ Yishmael permitted, and perhaps required 
to become Tomay for the Kavod of a Nasi ? In addition to the 
Nasi, the Yerushalmi states that Kohanim may become Tomay to 
honor their Rebbi, to learn Torah, to honor/greet a parent, to see a 
king and for other similar purposes. The Keren Orah (Moed 
Katan 22b) explains that the Yerushalmi’s position on these 
matters is to characterize the need for a showing of Kavod as a 
vumn ,n, allowing Kohanim to participate. The Bavli disagrees, 
limiting vumn ,n to situations where a dead body has no one to 
bury it. Therefore, the Har Tzvi questioned R’ Yishmael’s 
behavior, because as a Kohen Gadol he was only permitted to 
become Tomay to a “real” vumn ,n, as the Bavli understood it. The 
Rambam (kct 2:7) says that a Kohen may make himself Tomay 
for his wife because “vumn ,nf vutag”. But the Rambam does not 
permit a Kohen Gadol to do the same, as the definition of vumn ,n 
for purposes of a Kohen Gadol is limited to a “real” vumn ,n.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Does one recite the brocho said when seeing a gentile king over 
an evil, despotic dictator who certainly has life-or-death power ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Who has precedence: a man or a woman trying to get divorced ? )  
The Maharashdam (s”uh 140) cites several reasons why the rgm of 
a husband who is trying unsuccessfully to divorce his wife (iudg) 
is greater than that of a wife unable to secure a Get (vbudg). In both 
cases, the rgm described does not focus on the Get process, but on 
the inability to remarry and go on with their lives. a”g 

DIN'S CORNER:  
On Lag BaOmer it is customary to permit haircuts, but only from 
the morning (sunrise) on – not the night before. When Lag 
BaOmer comes out on Sunday, it is customary to permit haircuts 
on the Friday before, L’Kavod Shabbos.  The same applies when 
Rosh Chodesh Sivan falls on Sunday, for those who observe the 
minhagim of Sefirah mourning up to and including the first 3 days 
of Sivan.  (Rema j”ut 493:2; Pri Megadim t”t 5)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Yoma 81a) derives from the use of vzv ouhv omgc in 
the Pesukim regarding the ruxht of vftkn on Yom Kippur and the 
requirement to be afflicted on Yom Kippur, that these Halachos 
only apply to the actual day of Yom Kippur itself, and not to any 
extra period of Tosefes Yom Kippur which are minutes added on 
to the beginning of Yom Kippur from Erev Yom Kippur. The 
Netziv points out that this may explain why, of the three Shalosh 
Regalim, only the Posuk dealing with Shavuos also uses this 
phrase: vzv ouhv omgc o,treu, because Shavuos does not have any 
Tosefes added on to it. The Taz and Magen Avraham (j”ut 494) 
both state that we are accustomed to begin Shavuos, either with 
Maariv or Kiddush, later than we do so on other Yomim Tovim, so 
as not to infringe on the full completion of Sefirah with ,unhn, by 
adding on time from Erev Shavuos. If there had been a period of 
Tosefes Shavuos, that time would have cut short and subtracted 
from ,unhn, ,u,ca gca. However, as Rashi (ubhztv 32:48) notes, 
the phrase vzv ouhv omgc also implies during daylight hours, as 
opposed to the night. What aspect of Shavuos might only apply 
during the day ? The Gemara (Pesachim 68b) quotes R’ Elazar as 
saying that with regard to the Yomim Tovim of Pesach and 
Succos: ofk ukuf ut ‘vk ukuf ut – one may devote the entire Yom 
Tov exclusively to Hashem or entirely for one’s own enjoyment, 
but not both. However with regard to Shavuos, ofk hnb ibhgc - it 
must also include personal enjoyment, aside from the time 
dedicated to Hashem. As such, perhaps the personal enjoyment of 
ofk is reserved for Shavuos day (vzv ouhv omgc) which follows the 
night of Shavuos during which everyone sits and studies 
diligently the entire night, in order to fulfill the aspect of ‘vk. The 
Posuk: ofk ‘hv, asue tren vzv ouhv omgc o,treu, which 
combines ouhv omgc with ofk may support this theory.    

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A widow in Yerushalayim was barely able to provide for the needs of her 
nine children through a combination of Bitachon and mending people’s 
clothing. Her well-meaning neighbor pointed out to her that despite the 
fact that all her energy and focus was on providing her children with 
food and clothing, she had to also start looking into a Shidduch for her 
oldest son, Yeshaya. “He is such a brilliant boy” the neighbor said, “that 
the wrong Shidduch will waste his abilities”. The widow/mother replied 
“I’m sure you’re right, but the Shadchanim are not banging my door 
down, and I’m obviously not wealthy enough to generate interest”. The 
neighbor said: “Well then, we’ll have to find another way to generate 
interest”. The next day, the neighbor went to speak with R’ Yehoshua 
Leib Diskin, and suggested to him that he add Yeshaya to the 2-man 
Chavrusa group he had with R’ Yaakov Orenstein. The Gaon, knowing 
Yeshaya, agreed to the plan. Word spread quickly that 18-year-old 
Yeshaya was now studying with 2 of the world’s greatest scholars. 
However, the most immediate result was not Shidduchim suggestions, 
but rather envy. A noted scholar approached R’ Yaakov Orenstein and 
asked that his son, known to be an Iluy (genius) and just as good as 
Yeshaya also be included in the group. R’ Yaakov replied that there was 
no comparison, that Yeshaya had been giving Shiurim since the age of 
15 and far outshone his peers. This rejection so surprised and disturbed 
the scholar that he said to R’ Yaakov: “If so, then perhaps Yeshaya would 
be interested in a Shidduch with my daughter”. The ‘plan’ having 
worked, the marriage was not long in coming. Yeshaya was able to live 
a long, happy and Torah-filled life with his wife for over 50 years.   
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family.  


