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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Berachos 16a) describes how workers manage to 
say Krias Shema while working, concluding that for the first 
Parsha, they must stop working, but while saying the second 
Parsha, they may resume their work. The Rambam (Krias Shema 
2:4) rules accordingly, stating that one must stop while reciting 
the first Parsha, u,ftknc exugu ufrsf tuv true rtavu – and the 
rest he recites in his way as he works. The Salmas Chaim (97) 
was asked if one may fold and put away his Talis and Tefillin 
while the Tzibur says the ouh ka rha, in light of the following: The 
Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 191:3) rules that workers may recite an 
abbreviated Birchas HaMazon when they interrupt their work to 
eat, but lrcn usugc vftkn ,uagk ruxt – one may not work while 
saying it. The TaZ notes that this prohibition is not limited to 
Birchas HaMazon but rather to all mitzvos which must be done 
with focus, and not with distraction, while doing something else. 
This may be derived from the Posuk: hrec hng ufk, otu – that 
even if one fulfills mitzvos (hng ufk, otu) but he does so 
coincidentally (hrec), then he runs the risk of the vjfu,. If so, 
how would the TaZ explain the Rambam allowing work to resume 
when reciting the second Parsha of Krias Shema ? R’ Yerucham 
Perla notes that the Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 183:12) had said earlier: 
u,ftknc exug tuvu lrck ruxt - almost the same thing regarding 
Birchas HaMazon while working, as is stated later (191:3). The 
difference is that one speaks of working while reciting and the 
other speaks of reciting while working. The TaZ is critical of one 
who while reciting, wishes to work, which makes his mitzvah 
hrec. However, if while working, he wishes to do a mitzvah, that 
intention is a credit to him, and as the Rambam states, if he stops 
work for the first Parsha of Krias Shema, or for Birchas 
HaMazon -  both t,hhruts, he may resume work for the rest.   

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
On which Erev Shabbos is it recommended  vfkvk that one make 
an “early” Shabbos ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Does one recite a brocho over an orange or banana with or w/o the peel ?)  
The Magen Avrohom (211:1) notes that it is preferable to recite a 
brocho over a complete fruit (oka). Sefer Chasidim allows that  
with nuts, the shell is inedible and the nut itself might be spoiled, 
so one may open it before saying the brocho. Shaarei Teshuva 
(202:1) considers the nut/fruit itself as oka if the peel is inedible. 
If there is little fear of spoilage, to say a brocho over an unpeeled 
orange would still cause a Hefsek while peeling it. But a banana 
can be peeled quickly, so the brocho should be said unpeeled.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one is attempting to purchase something on sale at a discounted 
price, if another tries to push him aside and get it for himself, he 
is not considered a gar, but a apb kgc should not do so. If the 
grabber is wealthy, then he is deemed a gar. (SMA n”uj 237:5) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Arachin  19a) notes that when one expresses a vow 
to donate the “value of a person” to the Beis HaMikdash, the 
value associated with a man aged 20 to 60 is 50 Shekel; and for a 
woman, 30 Shekel. After age 60, the man’s value falls to 15 
Shekel and the woman’s value to 10 Shekel. The Meshech 
Chochmah points out that for the 20 to 60 period, the Posuk uses 
the word “otu” for a woman (thv vceb otu) but it does not use 
otu for a man. In the after 60 period, the Posuk does the opposite. 
The Meshech Chochmah suggests that according to the Gemara 
(Bava Basra 119b), if a woman marries before the age of 20, she 
can bear children until age 60. Thus, a woman during the period 
of 20 to 60 will potentially undergo many instances of childbirth, 
which theoretically are endangering. For that reason, the Posuk 
uses otu, because of her questionable survival. After 60, when she 
can no longer bear children, her survival rate rises, whereas the 
man’s begins to drop, which is why the Posuk says otu for a post-
60 man only. The Gemara asks, why does a man’s value drop 
70% at age 60, and a woman’s value drops only 66% ? The 
Gemara answers, by reference to a popular expression, t,hcc tcx 
- an old man in the house is viewed as something torn or broken, 
whereas t,hcc t,cx - an old woman in the house is seen as a 
treasure, who can still be productive. However, the Gemara 
(Shabbos 152a) states that as a Talmid Chochom ages, his wisdom 
increases. How then can the Gemara characterize an old man as 
broken ? The Mishnah Halachos notes that the Gemara uses the 
words t,hcc tcx which suggests that the old man is t,hcc (in the 
house) and not in the Beis HaMidrash, which is where a Talmid 
Chochom would presumably be after reaching a post-60 age, and 
where his wisdom would increase as he grows older. Also, use of 
the word tcx rather than iez, where iez refers to one who has 
been vnfj vbue (acquired wisdom) further distinguishes the 
“broken” old man from the Talmid Chochom.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Yaakov Galinsky was at a Chasunah where the Mechutanim had made 
clear that the Chupah would take place before the Shkiyah, for several 
reasons. The Shkiyah came and went, and the Rosh Yeshiva had still not 
arrived. Shortly after Rabbeinu Tam’s Zman had passed, the Rosh 
Yeshiva entered, smiling to everyone as he went to the front and took 
his seat. R’ Galinsky patiently waited until after the Chupah was over, 
and approached the Rosh Yeshiva with the following question: The 
Gemara (Succah 28a) says that Hillel had 80 students, some of whom 
were worthy that the Shechinah could rest on them like on Moshe, and 
some were worthy that the sun would immobilize in the sky like for 
Yehoshua. That the Shechinah would rest on someone is certainly a 
Madreigah. But what purpose would stopping the sun in the sky serve ? 
The Rosh Yeshiva agreed that it needed an explanation. R’ Galinsky 
continued: “Until today, I thought I had a good answer. Who could have 
been Mesader Kidushin for Bnei Yisroel in the Midbar ? Moshe had to 
be near the Ohel Moed at all times. He must have sent Yehoshua, who 
may have had hundreds of Chupahs each day. How could he do them all 
before the Shkiyah ? He had no choice but to immobilize the sun until all 
the Chupahs were done. But now that I see from the Rosh Yeshiva that 
a Chupah scheduled before the Shkiyah can still take place well after the 
Shkiyah, my question returns and I ask the Rosh Yeshiva for an answer”.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family.  


