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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Yoma 36b) states that the Kohen Gadol would recite 
Viduy on behalf of himself, his family, other Kohanim and all of 
Bnei Yisroel in a specific order - h,tyju h,gap h,hug, patterned 
after the Posuk describing the Viduy recited over the Azazael goat, 
which lists: o,tyj kfk ovhgap kf ,tu ktrah hbc ,ubug kf. The 
Minchas Chinuch (364) derives from here that apparently, it is 
possible to say Viduy thru a Shliach, as that would seem to be the 
Kohen Gadol’s role. How does such a Shlichus work ? Is not 
Viduy an integral part of Teshuvah, which one must certainly do 
oneself ? One could say that Viduy is only an admission of 
wrongdoing, similar to an admission of debt, where by admitting 
that one owes money, one establishes an obligation, as if 100 
witnesses had testified (ohsg vtnf ihs kgc ,tsuv). One may 
certainly admit to a debt via a Shliach, and be obligated thereby, 
so the same should hold true for Viduy. The MaHarit (j”ut 127) 
states that one may not declare something to be Hekdesh via a 
Shliach, because such a declaration is mere words (hkhn) and we 
have a rule that jhkak irxnhn tk hkhn – words cannot be handed 
over [for implementation] to a Shliach. How does this differ from 
Viduy, which is also just words ? The Nachalas Elchanan 
suggests that words cannot be handed over to a Shliach where 
those words are intended to effect a significant change in status or 
Halacha, such as making something Hekdesh, where the 
applicable rule is yuhsvk u,rhxnf vucdk u,rhnt (a declaration to 
Hekdesh is equivalent to an act of Kinyan on non-Hekdesh). 
However, Viduy is only an admission, which may incorporate a 
resolve not to repeat the sin, but the Viduy words alone do not 
effect a change. Such hkhn may be transferred to a Shliach.             

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When is there a mitzvah to stomp on food with one’s feet ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When might the 2nd day of Pesach be Yom Tov today, even in Yerushalayim ?) 
Rashi implies in a few places that without a Beis Hamikdash, 
even in Yerushalayim, a second day of Yom Tov might be 
observed. The Chasam Sofer (s”uh 252) explains that if the  
Chachomim in Chutz LaAretz are greater than any in Eretz 
Yisroel, then the months and leap year will be determined by 
them, and the same Yom Tov Sheni would then be applied to Eretz 
Yisroel as well. The Pri Chadash (j”ut 468) rules that what 
applies to Eretz Yisroel generally, also applies to Yerushalayim.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
One should not prepare the table with food on the night before a 
Bris Milah (i.e. letting it sit all night), as preparing meals in such 
a way was a form of Avodah Zara worship. However a “Vach 
Nacht” meal for immediate use is permitted. Some also forbid 
setting the table with Lechem Mishna on Friday night after the 
Seudah, in preparation for the next day, but if one does so 
L’Kavod Shabbos it is permitted. (Rema, Taz s”uh 178:3)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Chulin 113b) states that slaughtered meat will not 
release its blood unless salted vph vph - very well, and washed very 
well. The RaN states that one may eat the salt after it has been 
used for salting meat, and the Ramban explains that salting meat 
destroys the blood in the meat without absorbing it, leaving the 
salt itself unchanged and r,un.  However, other Rishonim such as 
the Issur V’Heter Ha’Aruch (11) and the Kol Bo maintain that salt 
sucks the blood out of the meat and absorbs it, and is therefore 
rendered ruxt after the salting. There is a related Machlokes over 
whether salt may be reused for a second salting. The Rema (s”uh 
69:9) rules that one may not use it again, and certainly one may 
not eat used salt. However, he quotes other opinions that allow it 
to be used again. R’ Akiva Eiger points out that the Rema must 
agree with those Rishonim who hold that salt absorbs the blood, 
since otherwise there would be no “certainly” connection between 
not reusing salt and not eating used salt. Could it not be that salt 
destroys the blood and yet, it cannot be reused because it only has 
strength to suck out blood once ? However, since the Rema says 
that one can certainly not eat used salt, it is obvious that the 
strength of the salt is not the issue, but rather the fact that it has 
absorbed the blood. Additional proof is provided by the Pri 
Chadash who holds that the Mechaber also agrees that the salt is 
ruxt after salting, since the Mechaber rules that if meat was 
salted and then cooked, without an intervening washing, it will 
only be permitted for eating if the volume of meat is at least 60 
times the amount of salt being cooked with it. Obviously, the 
entire salt is the Issur because of its absorbed blood. The Rosh 
understands the Gemara’s phrase “vph vph” (very well) to mean 
using copious amounts of salt to cover the entire surface of the 
meat. This is derived from the Posuk which states that Korbanos 
must be: jkn, jknc – salted with salt. The Gemara (Menachos 
21a) states that since two forms of the word salt are used in this 
phrase, an amount of salt must be used, sufficient to render the 
meat inedible, as long as the salt is on it.      

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
In the city of Izmir lived a wealthy miser. His butler had strict 
instructions to send away all people collecting vesm with some sort of 
excuse, regardless of their story or need. However, he was still 
concerned with how to escape the collectors on his way to Shul. He hit 
upon the idea, not to take any money with him. He would therefore be 
able to say "I have no money with me. Come to my home later…" and 
depend on his butler to do the rest. Once, as he was walking in the 
street, his sandal tore. Without a single coin on him, he could not fix it, 
so he dragged it along. Suddenly he met the Rav, R' Chaim Pilaggi. R' 
Chaim understood at once what was happening and offered the miser a 
coin to fix his sandal. The miser was reluctant to take it, but R' Chaim 
said to him: "You deserve this coin, as I now understand the meaning of 
chsb ,c ohkgbc lhngp uph vn. What have shoes to do with ,uchsb ? 
Clearly, he who is not a chsb (generous donor) will carry no money and 
will thus be forced to go shoeless, as he has no money with him to 
repair his shoes !” 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family.  


