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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Pesachim 36a) relates that R’ Yehoshua told his 
sons to bake him Matzos without honey for the first day of 
Pesach, but for the rest of the Yom Tov, when there is no mitzvah, 
they should bake him Matzos with honey, even though one cannot 
fulfill the mitzvah with them, because there is no mitzvah on those 
remaining days. However, the Chizkuni says that one fulfills the 
Posuk: ukft, ,umn ohnh ,gca by eating matzoh all seven days of 
Pesach. How does he understand the above Gemara ? The Baal 
HaMaor asks, why do we not recite a brocho over matzoh every 
day of Pesach when we eat matzoh, like we recite one over the 
Succah every day of Succos ? He answers that both Succah and 
matzoh are a ,uar after the first night, and one can survive all 
Pesach without having to eat matzoh. However, one cannot go 
three days without sleep, which means that he will have to sleep 
at some point, which must be done in the Succah. Therefore, we 
recite a brocho over it. The Avi Ezri points out that the Baal 
HaMaor could have simply stated that there is no mitzvah to eat 
matzoh after the first night, but he didn’t. Obviously, he held, like 
the Chizkuni and the GRA that there is a mitzvah all seven days. 
However, the mitzvah may not be the same mitzvah that one 
fulfills by eating matzoh on the first night of Pesach, but rather a 
“tnkgs vumn” – a positive act consistent with Torah. As such, R’ 
Yehoshua correctly distinguished between matzoh which is 
obligatory on the first night, when the main mitzvah is performed, 
versus the voluntary “tnkgs vumn” that can be fulfilled during the 
rest of the Yom Tov.      

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When might the first 2 days of Pesach be observed as Yom Tov in 
Yerushalayim and Eretz Yisroel, as well as outside Eretz Yisroel, 
today ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would one be obligated to accept Schar Shabbos and then destroy it  ?)  
The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 26a) states that one should not assist 
in the birth of an idolater. However, to avoid vcht it is permitted, 
if one gets paid. To do so without pay violates obj, tk. The Ritva 
notes that if done on Shabbos, the pay constitutes Schar Shabbos, 
which one may not accept. Therefore, to resolve the dilemma, one 
should accept the pay, and then throw it into the sea. The Chasam 
Sofer (n”uj 194) ruled that in such cases, the money may be given 
to the poor.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
Although one should not work past ,umj (midday) on Erev 
Pesach, still, if it falls on a Friday one may be lenient and work 
until Mincha, like every Erev Shabbos. (Biur Halacha 468:1) We 
are dvub today to cease working Erev Shabbos from vbye vjbn 
onward (approx. 2-1/2 hours before vghea), and a worker should 
therefore arrange upfront with his employer to leave earlier on 
Fridays. (Biur Halacha & Shaarei Tzion 251) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Yoma 62b) states that the word ohrupm automatically 
indicates a minimum of 2 birds necessary for the Taharah process 
of the Metzora. The Posuk nevertheless says ,uhj ohrupm h,a to 
teach us that they must be the same, both pure and without 
disqualifying blemish. Tosafos Yeshanim cites the Yerushalmi 
which notes that even one grain of wheat is not exactly the same 
as another, but the Torah’s mandate is that the birds should be as 
similar as possible. Still, the one that is even minutely better 
should be used for the Korban, as indicated by the fact that the 
word rupm for the Korban is spelled with a Vov (tkn) while the 
bird to be sent away is without a Vov. The Oznayim LaTorah 
points out that each Posuk in the process is connected to the 
previous one by using a Vov – tmhu, vumu, vzvu, xcfu, vhvu, shngvu, 
with one significant exception in the middle – vhjv rpmv ,t, 
without a connecting Vov. He suggests the following explanation: 
The Shulchan Aruch (s”uh 36:14) rules that if an animal’s liver 
should shrink because it was frightened by someone, such as 
where another animal was slaughtered in front of it, the animal 
becomes a Treifah. The Pischei Teshuvah (16) adds that the same 
applies to birds, and he cites the Beis Ephraim (s”uh 26) who 
criticizes those who line up on Erev Yom Kippur, holding their 
Kaparos chickens and waiting for their turn with the Shochet. To 
subject the chickens to such a spectacle constitutes ohhj hkgc rgm 
and will likely render their own chicken a Treifah before they get 
to the Shochet. As such, since the Gemara (Chulin 140a) derives 
from ,uhj that the Metzora birds cannot be Treifah, it would be 
necessary to Shecht the Korban bird out of sight of the other bird, 
so as to ensure that the surviving bird does not become a Treifah 
before it has a chance to serve its function. For this reason, the 
Torah did not connect the Posuk dealing with the surviving bird 
to the previous Posuk which described the Shechitah of the bird 
designated for a Korban, to stress how the two birds and their 
activities should be separated.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A Rav came to visit the Chofetz Chaim. He introduced himself as the 
Rav of a certain city. The Chofetz Chaim asked him to describe the 
situation of Yahadus in his city. The Rav sighed. “The Yiddishkeit is in a 
sorry state. The detractors and irreligious are powerful, and wield much 
influence. What can I do ?” The Chofetz Chaim asked if there are Torah 
Shiurim. “I say a Shiur to a handful of old men”, the Rav answered. “The 
youth run away. What can I do ?” The Chofetz Chaim asked about the 
Kashrus. The Rav replied “The butcher paskens his own Sheilos, 
regardless of my warnings to him. What can I do ?” The Chofetz Chaim 
asked about Taharas HaMishpacha. The Rav said “The Mikveh is 
padlocked – the Kehilah has not paid the attendant. What can I do ?” 
The Chofetz Chaim asked about the Cheder and Yeshiva. The Rav 
explained “They have been closed for a while. The parents send their 
children to irreligious schools. What can I do ?” The Chofetz Chaim’s 
patience had come to an end. “What can you do ?” he asked. “You can 
at least faint from distress ! Perhaps then some sort of Yeshuah may 
come your way”.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family.  


