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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Yoma 81a) states that we derive from vzv ouhv omgc 
that the punishment of Kareis for eating or doing Melachah on 
Yom Kippur only applies where it was done during actual Yom 
Kippur, but not during Tosafos Yom Kippur – the extra time 
added on to the beginning of every Shabbos and Yom Tov. As 
such, the Netziv points out that in a similar Posuk regarding 
Shevuos which says: vzv ouhv omgc o,treu we may also derive 
that the day to be called Shevuos will have no Tosafos added to it. 
This may be because, as the TaZ and Magen Avraham (j”ut 494) 
state, it is customary to begin Maariv on Shevuos evening late, in 
order to complete the full ,unhn, of the seven weeks of Sefiras 
HaOmer before beginning Shevuos. Any time taken away from 
Erev Shevuos to serve as Tosafos Shevuos would reduce the 49 
days and encroach on ,unhn,. As such, Shevuos begins and 
applies only omgc – on the actual day. The GRiZ suggests another 
application of the Posuk vzv ouhv omgc o,treu, based on the 
Rambam (Kiddush HaChodesh 3:15) who rules that if witnesses 
arrived to testify about the new moon a few days late, and Beis 
Din had already made the previous month a full 30-day month, 
Beis Din shall recalculate the month based on their testimony, and 
if it turns out that the previous month was only 29 days, then Beis 
Din shall “redo” the calculations and change the current month’s 
events accordingly. As such, every Yom Tov which is based on 
the calendar could potentially have been “mislabeled” if the 
above scenario were to occur. Only Shevuos will always be set on 
the correct day, since it is calculated from the second day of 
Pesach, not from the calendar, as the Gemara (Rosh HaShanah 
6b) illustrates, Shevuos can fall on the 5th, 6th or 7th of Sivan. Since 
any possible re-calculations of the month of Nisan will have been 
completed long before Sivan, the Shevuos day is always firmly set 
and can’t be redone, regardless of what might occur to the 
monthly calendar.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
In the middle of saying which brocho is one permitted to stop and 
answer Amein to another’s brocho, unless the other’s brocho is 
the same one that he is saying ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When may a Tzibur not daven Mincha, even in its proper time  ?)  
R’ Shlome Kluger (Eitz HaChaim j”ut 131) rules that if a Tzibur 
in an established Beis HaKnesses or Beis HaMidrash already 
davened Maariv, a subsequent minyan may not daven Mincha 
there, although they may daven Mincha in a different spot (e.g. 
hallway etc..) which is not guce for Tefilah. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
According to the Ari Z”L, one may not cut hair (or shave) during 
the entire period of Sefiras HaOmer, including Lag BaOmer, the 
three days of Hagbalah and including one who makes a Bris 
Milah and the Sandek. However, this Chumra does not apply to 
small children, many of whom receive their first haircut on Lag 
BaOmer, nor does it apply to weddings. (Piskei Teshuvos 493:15) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Shabbos 21a) lists various oils that Chazal have 
said one may not use to light Shabbos candles, because those oils 
are not drawn into the wick. Abaye asked: may one add a little 
approved oil to some disapproved oil, in the expectation that the 
good oil will pull the bad oil into the wick ? Rabbah answered:  
ihehksn iht – we do not use that to light. Why ?  ihehksn ihta hpk – 
because we do not use that to light (i.e. it is subject to the 
Gezeirah against bad oils). R’ Akiva Eiger points out that the 
Torah uses a similar format when explaining why a Kohen with a 
blemish may not offer Korbanos, where the Posuk says that a 
Kohen  creh tk oun uc ..rat because creh tk oun uc rat aht kf. 
Rashi explains that the Torah is stating a reason - that it is 
unseemly for a Kohen with a blemish to offer sacrifices. But what 
if the blemish is small and not visible ? Might that be acceptable ? 
The Gemara (Zevachim 21a) states that if a Kohen stood inside 
the Azarah but his hair was outside, he may not do the Avodah, as 
the Posuk requires: sgun kvut kt otucc – his entire self (in Bigdei 
Kehunah) must come into the Ohel Moed. As such, one could 
argue that a Kohen with a blemish (missing a limb etc..) cannot 
appear “entirely” in the Ohel Moed, which should disqualify him 
from the Avodah. If so, this could be the Torah’s meaning, that 
“aht kf” (i.e. the whole man) is required for the Avodah, but if 
there is a blemish - creh tk, he may not approach the Azarah. The 
Gemara (Yoma 23b) derives from: ohrjt ohsdc acku uhsdc ,t yapu 
that even a blemished Kohen may perform the mitzvah of ash 
removal from the jczn after changing his clothes. The arupn tren 
suggests that this may be tied to Reish Lakish’s opinion that for 
ash removal, the Kohen needs to wear only two of the Bigdei 
Kehunah – the shirt and pants. Since the other Bigdei Kehunah 
are not required, presumably the “aht kf” entirety of the Kohen is 
also not required, permitting a oun kgc to participate.      

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
Once, when the financial condition of the yeshiva in Radin was 
particularly weak, the Chofetz Chaim visited one of the wealthy Gevirim 
in Russia to seek his help. This Gevir owned many factories where the 
employees worked on Shabbos. When the Chofetz Chaim finished his 
appeal, the Gevir was moved to be generous and he placed a large sum 
of money on the table. When the Chofetz Chaim saw the large amount, 
he began to weep. The Gevir was startled and, thinking that perhaps the 
amount was not enough, he tried to soothe the Gadol’s feelings by 
assuring him that he could give more if necessary. The Chofetz Chaim 
told the Gevir that he was not crying over the amount, but rather over 
the tragedy that “such a generous and good-hearted man such as you 
will end up burning in Gehinnom over the Chilul Shabbos that takes 
place in your factories”. When the Gevir saw how disturbed the Chofetz 
Chaim had become over his welfare, he promised to close his 
businesses on Shabbos.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sorscher family. 


