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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Avodah Zarah 6b) states that if one provides 
something forbidden to another, such as wine to a Nazir, he will 
be liable for transgressing kuafn i,, tk rug hbpku, unless the Nazir 
is able to obtain that wine himself. As such, the rule for rug hbpku 
is known by the name: trvb hrcg hr, - 2 sides of the river. This 
means, if the Nazir is on one side of a river and unable to obtain 
the wine which is on the other side, someone who hands it to him 
across the river will have violated rug hbpku. The Tzitz Eliezer 
(21:14) considers whether a merchant who sells cigarettes 
transgresses rug hbpku thereby, since he is selling something which, 
even used properly, is potentially an instrument of death. Since a 
smoker can easily obtain cigarettes from many sources, rug hbpku 
would not apply. Furthermore, rug hbpku would only be relevant 
where facilitating that which is forbidden or harmful is sure to 
bring about the aveirah, but cigarettes can be used in a somewhat 
non-harmful manner  (e.g. without inhaling). Still, in certain 
instances, where rug hbpku would not apply to an act, the Rabonon 
would forbid it as an act that is vrhcg hrcug hsh ghhxn – assisting 
those who sin, and this assistance could make him liable even 
where the sinner was able to obtain that which is forbidden, on 
his own. However, one must concede that the act of selling or 
buying cigarettes is not a forbidden act per se, and as such, one 
might not be able to say that a seller has actually assisted in a 
sinful act. The Tzitz Eliezer adds that even where an act would be 
forbidden as vrhcg hrcug hsh ghhxn one could enlist a woman to do 
the act without liability. This is because according to the Chasam 
Sofer (s”uh 19) the liability of one who is ghhxn is based on the 
concept of ,ucrg, where every Jew is connected to and 
responsible for every other Jew. Since the Rosh (Berachos 3:13) 
excludes women from ,ucrg, a woman would be a good candidate 
to sell cigarettes, and even to buy them for her husband.  Based 
on their exclusion from the liability of  ghhxn , it would also be 
permissible for a woman nurse to secure a written prescription 
from a non-observant doctor on Shabbos.    

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Where did Chazal specifically decree that women should speak ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When is no Maftir said at the end of a regular Shabbos vthre ?)  
The Mishna Berurah (143:6) states that if, in the middle of a 
Shabbos vthre, some Mispalelim left, and there was no longer a 
minyan present, the vthre should be completed, but no Maftir 
should be read, as it is additional to the vthre.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
One may not listen to songs that are sung in non-Jewish houses of 
worship, even over the radio or thru other media. This includes 
songs that were in use at one time, but are no longer. If one 
knows that a non-Jewish song was composed with no religious 
connotation or inspiration, it is not forbidden. However, if in 
doubt, one must suspect it was. (Igros Moshe s"uh 2:56) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Bava Basra 91a) states that one who lives in Eretz 
Yisroel may not leave unless the price of wheat doubles – from 4 
Seah per Sela to 2 Seah per Sela. The Rashbam notes that by 
leaving Eretz Yisroel, one deprives oneself of the opportunity to 
fulfill mitzvos. R’ Shimon says that this inflation Heter only 
applies if there is no wheat available. However, if it is available, 
albeit at a higher price, one may not leave. (Tosafos asks, if no 
wheat is available, even if the price has gone down, he should be 
permitted to leave !) The Meforshim suggest that R’ Shimon’s 
opinion is based on the rule that one must spend all of one’s 
money to avoid transgressing an Issur, even if one’s financial 
obligation to perform a positive mitzvah is limited. What would 
the Tanna Kamma (first opinion) hold ? The GRA (Yoreh Deah 
157:5) cites the MaHaryav who says that one need not always 
spend all of one’s money  to avoid a utk. The source for this rule 
is: lstn kfcu lapb kfc, which the Gemara (Berachos 54a) 
identifies as referring to Avodah Zarah. Since lapb kfc obligates 
us to give up our lives, which we only need to do to avoid the 3 
cardinal sins, it stands to reason that lstn kfcu also only applies 
to those 3 sins. So the Tanna Kamma would hold that leaving 
Eretz Yisroel is not an Issur whose avoidance  requires all one’s 
money, and since the Rashbam characterized the issue in terms of 
fulfilling mitzvos, one may leave when facing a loss of 2 Seah per 
Sela.  Rashi quotes a Midrash on the Posuk: vkt hrcs ,t o,nau 
which says that we are obligated to fulfill the mitzvos of Tefillin 
and Mezuzos even after being sent into Galus, so that when we 
return to Eretz Yisroel we won’t have to re-learn how to perform 
them. The Ramban notes that we certainly must perform Tefillin 
and Mezuzah outside Eretz Yisroel as they are a ;udv ,cuj and not 
dependent on the land of Eretz Yisroel. However, the Midrash 
means to say that all mitzvos – even Tefillin and Mezuzos, were 
intended to be performed in Eretz Yisroel. By performing them in 
Galus, we are also preparing ourselves for that preference. The 
Sefer uvhkt ighu (j”ut 14), in responding to the question of 
whether a mitzvah performed in Eretz Yisroel is in any way better 
than one performed elsewhere, stated that every mitzvah fulfilled 
in Eretz Yisroel contributes to the overall Kedushah of the land, 
safeguarding its inhabitants from expulsion hudv ,t vte ratf and 
thereby fulfills additionally the mitzvah of Yishuv Eretz Yisroel.    

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
Rav Tzadok was once present during a discussion concerning the 
practice of Tzadikim davening Shacharis late in the morning, usually 
after Zman Krias Shema, and sometimes even after Zman Tefilah. Rav 
Tzadok said he had heard in the name of R‘ Yechezkel of Kuzmir that 
such a practice could not be deemed an aveirah. Chazal have stated: 
r,hvf uk vagb vbau rcg – when one does an aveirah, and then does it 
again, it will become in his eyes, permitted. R’ Yechezkel noted that 
davening late had not yet become r,hvf in his eyes, so it must not be 
an aveirah.    

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Schmerhold family.   


