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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Gemara (Pesachim 22b) states that one who gives a cup of 
wine to a Nazir, or a limb from a live animal to a gentile, has 
transgressed kuafn i,, tk rug hbpk. The Toras Kohanim adds that 
“rug” means one who is blinded to the consequences of what is 
being proposed to him, and one may therefore not offer any 
person advice which is not good for him. The Chinuch (232) 
describes rug hbpk as: vgr vmg ovk ,,k ktrah hbc khafvk tka, and 
the Minchas Chinuch questions the “ktrah hbc” in light of the 
above Gemara which clearly includes gentiles as well. Rashi also 
cites the Toras Kohanim on the Posuk: u,hng ,t aht ubu, tku 
which says: uk ,bduv vbhta vmg ubthah tku  - do not offer someone 
advice that is not good for him. Why does the Torah need to say 
this twice, deriving the same thing from 2 Pesukim? The Minchas 
Chinuch (224) states that although some opinions hold that when 
the Torah said kuzd, tk it did not include stealing from a gentile, 
(which is prohibited Rabbinically), yet even they would hold that 
cubd, tk does include gentiles. The reason is that with cubd, tk, 
the Torah seeks to dissuade us from behaving deviously, as 
evidenced by an apparent fear of witnesses but not of Hashem. 
Whereas kuzd, tk was concerned with a monetary loss to the 
victim (which might not include gentiles), cubd, tk was concerned 
with discouraging a thief’s negative behavior, towards anyone. 
The same distinction can be made between the offering of bad 
advice proscribed by rug hbpk and that forbidden by ubu, tku. The 
Torah forbade 2 things with rug hbpk: 1) causing one to sin, and 2) 
giving bad advice. The Gemara’s example of handing hjv in rct 
to a gentile, directly caused the sin. Giving bad advice to anyone 
is inherently bad, but according to the Chinuch, since it might not 
lead to a sin, it is only forbidden when given to a Jew. Here too, 
the concern is that a bad adviser is engaged in negative behavior, 
regardless of its effect, requiring Teshuva and Hashem’s 
forgiveness. u,hng ,t aht ubu, tku on the other hand, is concerned 
with damage to the victim, which can only be a Jew (u,hng) and 
would require the victim to be kjun. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
May one dye his dark hair white in order to appear older ?     

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Who may eat only with 2 adult males – no more or less ?)  
The Gemara (Berachos 45a) and Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 170:21) 
state that a waiter may join a meal of 2 in order to provide Zimun, 
without their permission. Otherwise, he may not, unless invited to.  

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one ate cake and drank a beverage, but is unsure if the beverage 
was wine, he may not add the words ipdv kg to the ‘hjnv kg 
brocho over the cake, because it may be untrue. However if he 
knows it was wine but is unsure if he drank enough to warrant a 
vburjt vfrc, he may add ipdv kg to ‘hjnv kg because it is true, 
even though the amount of wine alone might not have required its 
own brocho. (Igros Moshe j”ut 2:109) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Yoma 85a) relates that five Tanaim were discussing 
the source for the rule that Pikuach Nefesh overrides Shabbos and 
they each offered a Posuk. Shmuel remarked that had he been 
with them, he would have suggested the Posuk: ovc hju. Rava 
adds that all of the suggestions of the Tanaim can be refuted, 
because they only allow for rescue when the threat is certain, but 
not where there is some doubt if it is life-threatening, or whether 
the rescue attempt will be successful. However, Shmuel’s source 
has no refutation as ovc hju is a mandate to do mitzvos only where 
his life is no endangered, which exempts even possible danger. 
The Kapos Temarim asks, how do we know that ovc hju allows 
one to transgress Shabbos to save someone’s life ? Perhaps it only 
allows the one in danger to save his own life. Some Meforshim 
agree, and derive from lng lhjt hju that one has an obligation to 
save another, even at the expense of Shabbos. The Gemara (ibid 
84b) states that we do not follow the majority when facing issues 
of Pikuach Nefesh. This means that if an unknown person is 
buried under the rubble of a collapsed building, even if most of 
the townspeople are non-Jews, excavation on Shabbos will be 
permitted because of the possibility that he is a Jew. However, as 
a minimum, we must have knowledge that a Jew had been present 
in the area. At the same time, the Gemara (Berachos 33a) states 
that if a snake has curled around someone’s foot while he is 
davening, he may not interrupt, and Rashi explains that cur hp kg  
a snake is not prone to bite. If we don’t follow cur for Pikuach 
Nefesh, how can we rely on that cur to endanger him ? The 
answer is that our goal is to remove the danger, which is what the 
snake cur does, so here we do follow cur. Tosafos notes that if we 
have reason to believe the snake is upset, we would not rely on 
cur. Where global calamities, such as earthquakes, tsunamis etc.. 
occur in foreign lands, may/must one transgress Shabbos to reach 
the distress points in order to determine if he can help save lives, 
without specific knowledge that Jews are endangered ? R’ Avidan 
(Yeshurun 13:550) says that if there is no indication that Jews are 
in the area, Shabbos may not be transgressed. If there is [even] a 
small number of Jews, Shabbos may be overridden for efforts in 
residential areas, but in public or commercial areas, knowledge 
that at least one Jew passes thru there often is required. 

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:   
A Chasan, speaking at his engagement, gave special thanks to his 2

nd

 
grade Rebbi for a pivotal moment in his life. It seems that a wealthy boy 
received an expensive watch for his birthday, and was showing it around 
to his 2

nd

 grade friends. One day, the boy left the watch on his desk and 
when he returned it was missing. The Rebbi instructed all the boys to 
stand up and raise their arms, as he checked each one’s desk, bag and 
pockets. When he got to the “Chasan”, he found it, but concealed it as 
he continued around the room. The Rebbi then announced that he had 
found it, but that no child in the class had taken it – that it was the 
Yetzer HoRa who had overwhelmed one of the best boys, and that after 
such an experience, the boy is sure to resist it in the future. “Who 
knows what might have become of me if he had done otherwise ?” 

P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored by the Sternberg family. 


