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IMPORTANCE OF ....  

The Mishna (Bava Metzia 58b) states that one can transgress the 
Issur of u,hng ,t aht ubu, tk with words as well as with  money. 
Therefore, one should not ask the price of something when he has 
no intention to buy, and one should not say to a Baal Teshuvah 
“remember your earlier deeds”, i.e. the sins that he had done 
before doing Teshuvah. The Gemara (Kidushin 49b) states that if 
a man betroths a woman on condition that he is a Tzadik, the 
betrothal is effective even if he is totally wicked, because we say 
“maybe he entertained a notion of Teshuvah”. However, the 
Gemara (Taanis 16a) states that one of the attributes of a Shliach 
Tzibur is that he be vtb uerp – that he not have a reputation for 
wickedness from his youth. This is necessary even if he had done 
Teshuvah, because without Teshuvah, he would certainly not be 
appropriate. Does this not indicate that even Teshuvah doesn’t 
wipe the slate clean ? The MaHarashdam (j”ut 32) notes that 
with regard to a Shliach Tzibur, even though no one has the right 
to say “ohbuatrv lhagn rufz”, yet, it is inevitable that even if he 
did Teshuvah, there will always be someone who feels compelled 
to talk about him, and this will affect ruchmv sucf, and as such, it 
should be avoided. The Minchas Yitzchok (6:139) suggests that 
this is why the Gemara phrases it in terms of reputation, instead 
of simply requiring that he not have sinned when he was younger. 
Having sinned when younger will not be a disqualification if it 
was not widely known, and he did Teshuvah. As such, the 
Minchas Yitzchok rules that when someone is asked for Shiduch 
information, and he happens to know about a significant aveirah 
committed by the boy when young, if he knows of no other 
negative information since then, and the young man is engaged in 
Torah study, he should not reveal the aveirah, and if he believes 
that the Shiduch is appropriate, he may even recommend it to the 
girl’s side. However, if the young man had sinned several times, 
then the information should be revealed, especially if there is no 
basis to believe that Teshuvah was done. If Teshuvah was done, 
the Shiduch may still be recommended, but if it is obvious that 
disclosure will break the Shiduch, he should not offer any advice.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When would one healthy adult fast on behalf of another ?   

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(How can one answer to several Zimuns without moving  ?)   
The Mishna Berurah (200:9) states that 1 person may stop eating 
and answer for 2 others who are eating with him, and then, when 
2 others come along and eat with him, he may answer for them as 
well. He may continue as long as he eats a K’zayis with each. 

DIN'S CORNER:  
If one wishes to daven both Mincha Gedolah and Mincha 
Ketanah, he may do so, the Mincha Ketanah being labeled 
“Reshus”, despite it being the preferable time. One may not daven 
a Reshus unless confident that he will be able to have proper, 
undistracted Kavanah for the entire Shemona Esrei. (j”ut 234:1) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   

The Gemara (Avodah Zara 27b) states that if someone is ill, and 
without medical treatment he may still be able to survive, then it 
is not permitted to have him treated by idolaters. This is because 
of the suspicion that the idolatrous doctor will hasten his death 
under the guise of treatment, and since the patient may survive on 
his own, we may not take that chance. However, the Gemara 
continues, if the patient will certainly die without treatment, then 
we may allow him to be treated by the idolatrous doctor, because 
of the small chance that it may help. The Gemara’s conclusory 
statement confirms that we may sacrifice vga hhj – momentary 
life for the chance of achieving longer life, even if the suspicion 
that the idolater may kill him is greater than the possibility that he 
may help him. What is the definition of vga hhj ? The Achiezer 
(s”uh 16:6) was asked regarding a dangerous operation, without 
which the patient would live no longer than 6 months, but if 
successful, he would live longer. Based on the above Gemara, he 
permitted it, noting that there was no difference between vga hhj 
of a day, days or several months. Igros Moshe (s”uh 3:36) explains 
that vga hhj also contains within it an element of quality of life, 
such that the six-month estimate of the doctors reflects a medical 
deterioration that will last no longer than 6 months, during which 
the patient may die at any time. He compares it to ,pja (wasting 
away) and ,jse (fever), where Rashi comments on the 
expression: apb ,chsnu ohbhg ,ukfn that sometimes, a sick person 
is feverish but he believes that he will ultimately recover. The 
Torah says that this will not be the case during the ravages of the 
Tochachah, as is indicated by the words: ohbhg ,ukfn – his eyes 
will yearn [for respite]. And sometimes, a sick person thinks he 
will not survive, but others think he will. This too will not be the 
case, as the Posuk says: apb ,chsnu – causing others to feel 
distress. If the nature of the terminal period of one’s vga hhj is 
such, then the length of the time period is not relevant.       

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
R’ Boruch Ber Leibowitz, Rosh Yeshiva in Kamenitz, was studying the 
Gemara (Succah 25a) which describes R’ Yochanan b. Zakai as having 
knowledge of the whole Torah - iye rcsu kusd rcs. The Gemara defines 
the words kusd rcs as the story of the Merkava, and iye rcs to mean 
the discussions of Abaye and Rava. R’ Boruch Ber was disturbed by the 
notion that matters of Abaye and Rava could be termed iye rcs. After 
thinking for several long minutes, he said to the assembled bochurim 
that it was similar to a man walking by a river, and seeing someone 
drowning. There is no doubt that he would jump in and save him. 
Another time the same man might have been asked for a piece of bread 
with butter, which he readily gave. One would think saving a life is the  
kusd rcs and giving the bread is a iye rcs. However, in truth, one 
could not wait a few minutes before saving a drowning man. But one 
could wait a few minutes before giving the bread. Not waiting there, 
makes it a kusd rcs. For this reason, discussions of Abaye and Rava, 
without which one could not organize one’s life, are also referred to as 
iye rcs. A man could still exist without Maaseh Merkava for a while, 
and so, engaging in it earlier is referred to as a kusd rcs. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sorscher family.  


