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IMPORTANCE OF ....
The Gemara (Yevamos 46b) derives from: �� ��� ���� ��� that if a
man declares that he is a convert, we may not accept his claim and
permit him to marry a Jewess unless we have other evidence to
presume he is truthful. The Shulchan Aruch (�"�� 268:10) rules
accordingly, where the claimant was known previously to be a
gentile, requiring witnesses to testify that he did in fact convert
before a Beis Din. However, if a stranger claims that he was a
gentile and that he converted before a Beis Din, he is to be
believed under the rule of ����	 ��� ��� ���	 ��� - since he
could have simply claimed that he was a Jew, and have been
believed. Tosafos says that this is apparent from the Gemara
(Pesachim 3b) where the Aramean was tricked by R’ Yehuda b.
Besaira into asking for the Korban Pesach’s tail, igniting the
suspicion that ultimately led to his exposure as a non-Jew. The
fact that no investigation was made of him previously indicates
that if one simply claims to be a Jew, he is believed. However,
when the Gemara (Yevamos 47a) stated that one claiming
conversion must prove it, Rashi explained that it is because we
suspect he may be a circumcised Gibeonite. If so, if we do not
know anything about him, why is he not believed with a ��� that
he could have said he was a Jew ? The Panim Yafos explains that
the ��� was active regarding the Korban Pesach but such a ���
only helps to remove an ����� - not to permit marriage. Rashi
himself says (Kesubos 25b) that without verification, an unknown
person is to be suspected of being a � �� or a ���
.  As such, he
cannot marry a Jewess. He can also not marry a �� �� or a �
��


since he claims to be a Jew. Therefore, in Yevamos there is no ���
since an unknown stranger’s status would not improve as a Jew.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:
Where would ten or more adult men eat bread together but in
preparing to bentsch together, not be permitted to add �
��� in
their ����  ?

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:
(Why is Korban Pesach not mentioned in the Pesach Shemonah Esreis ?)

The Binyan Shlomo explains that mentioning a Korban in ����� is
a fulfillment of �
���	 ���� ���	
�. This applies to Korbanos
which serve to provide a ����. The purpose of the Korban Pesach
was to be eaten.

DIN’S CORNER:
Although one who didn't sleep all night does not say the berachos
of ��	
 ���� and �
�	 ������ (but should hear them from
another) because they don't apply to him, he still says the other
��	� ����� even if he did not hear a rooster crow, or he did not
put on shoes, or a belt, making certain of those berachos
technically inapplicable to him as well. (MB 46:24)

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....
The Gemara (Kesubos 91b) describes a case where a man died,
leaving a field worth 50 zuz to his heirs and owing a debt of 100
zuz. When the creditor seized the field, the heirs paid him 50 zuz
to get it back. The creditor then seized it again for the other 50
zuz. Abaye ruled that although Beis Din cannot force the heirs to
pay their father's debt, it would honor their father to do so.
However, the Gemara (Bava Kamma 94b) states that if a thief
dies, leaving behind a stolen cow, the heirs are ������ (obligated)
to return it as an act of respect to their father, which implies that
Beis Din can force them. The Gemara (Kesubos 86a) states that
since repaying a loan is deemed a mitzvah, if one says that he does
not wish to perform this mitzvah, he is to be physically forced -
�	�
 ���	 �� ���� ����. (This may only be done while the mitzvah
is still available to him.) The Ramban explains that this rule is the
basis for Beis Din's ability to seize property. Since the Gemara
(Kesubos 37b) derives from: ���� ���� ����� that Beis Din must
always select ��� ���� - the most humane punishment, Beis Din
need not use physical force to make the debtor pay if it can just as
easily be ����
� ���� and seize the debt from him without inflicting
pain. However, this only applies to the debtor himself. Once he
dies, the mitzvah to repay is no longer available to him. As his
heirs are not bound by the mitzvah, they can't be forced. However,
regarding a stolen cow, the mitzvah of �� �� �� ��	�� is an
obligation available whenever a stolen item is intact and
returnable. Thus, the heirs are obligated and may be forced to
return it. The Gemara asks, if the father would not have returned
it, had he still been alive, is it respectful to him for the heirs to do
so ? The Gemara concludes that the father had done Teshuvah but
had unfortunately died before being able to return it himself.

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:
:KHQ� 5·� 6KRORP� 6FKZDGURQ� =7µ/� ZDV� D� \RXQJ� PDQ�� KH� EHFDPH� D
0DJLG� 6KLXU� LQ� D� <HVKLYD�� 3DUWO\� E\� GHVLJQ� DQG� PRVWO\� GXH� WR� KLV
SHUVRQDOLW\��KLV�6KLXULP�ZHUH�SHSSHUHG�ZLWK�KLV�XQLTXH�VHQVH�RI�KXPRU
VXFK� WKDW� ODXJKWHU� FRXOG� RFFDVLRQDOO\� EH� KHDUG� IURP� ZLWKLQ� WKH� 6KLXU
URRP�� 6RPH� SHRSOH� EHOLHYHG� WKDW� VLQFH� 7RUDK� VKRXOG� EH� WDXJKW� DQG
OHDUQHG��������������� LW�ZDV�LPSURSHU�IRU�KLP�WR�WHDFK�WKLV�ZD\��$QG
VR��RQH�GD\�5·�6KRORP�ZDV�VXPPRQHG�EHIRUH� WKH�&KD]RQ� ,VK�DQG� WKH
%ULVNHU�5DY��ZKR�ZLVKHG�WR�KHDU�KRZ�KH�WDXJKW�DQG�FRQGXFWHG�KLPVHOI
GXULQJ�D�6KLXU��5·�6KRORP��QRW�ZLVKLQJ� WR�KLGH�DQ\WKLQJ��EHJDQ� WR�VD\
RQH�RI�KLV�6KLXULP�LQ�KLV�QRUPDO�ZD\��$V�KH�SDXVHG�IRU�D�PRPHQW�LQ�WKH
PLGGOH��5·�6KRORP�QRWLFHG�WKDW�ERWK�WKH�&KD]RQ�,VK�DQG�WKH�%ULVNHU�5DY
KDG� WKHLU� KDQGV�RYHU� WKHLU�PRXWKV�� WU\LQJ� LQ� YDLQ� WR� VXSSUHVV� D� VPLOH�
:KHQ�5·�6KRORP�ILQLVKHG�VD\LQJ�WKH�6KLXU��WKH�&KD]RQ�,VK�DVVXUHG�KLP
WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�QRWKLQJ�ZURQJ�ZLWK�KLV�PHWKRG�DQG�WKDW�LQ�IDFW��LI�WKLV�LV
D�ZD\�WR�NHHS�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�RI�WKRVH� OLVWHQLQJ��´$]RL�'DUI�0LQ�=RJLQ�$
6KLXU��µ

P.S.  Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Chaimowitz family.


