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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Mishna (Yoma 22a) describes how the Kohanim all vied with 
each other for the honor of performing the iasv ,nur, - removing 
the ashes from on the jczn. When the competition became 
dangerous, a lottery was instituted whereby all interested 
Kohanim would hold out a finger, the supervisor would select an 
arbitrary number greater than the amount of Kohanim, and count 
the fingers over and over until he reached the number. That last 
Kohen would be the winner. The Gemara explains that fingers 
were used because one may not count heads, as is derived from 
the census taken by Shaul before fighting Amalek, where each 
soldier took a sheep, and the sheep were then counted. The 
Gemara further questions the fact that the Torah says the Bnei 
Yisroel would be as numerous as the sand on the seashore, while 
also saying that they would be too numerous to count. Does not 
the Torah state ktrah hbc atr ,t ta, hf, implying that it is 
possible to count Bnei Yisroel, albeit through the keav ,hmjn ? 
The Gemara reconciles these issues, noting that a number would 
only be possible when the Bnei Yisroel do not do Hashem's will. 
The RaCH adds that in this case: ktrah hbc rpxn vhvu 'tba ,ohrpxb - 
they are counted, as the Posuk says they have a number. The Tzitz 
Eliezer (7:3) cites a Sefer which derives from this RaCH that it is 
permitted to count even heads during a time when the Bnei 
Yisroel are not acting properly. As such, the argument continues, 
in modern-day Israel, where it cannot be said that the Bnei Yisroel 
are fulfilling the ouen ka ubumr, it should be permitted to hold a 
census and count heads. The Tzitz Eliezer severely criticizes this 
interpretation of the RaCH, showing how the RaCH was merely 
patching together the Gemara's conclusions, not embellishing 
them. Besides, no one has the right to say that the Bnei Yisroel are 
not ouen ka ubumr ohaug, especially in order to be lenient and 
permit a head-count vfkvk.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Where may one eat only bread and beans ?         

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:   
(How would improved Shul attendance Mon. & Thurs. affect Halacha  ?)  
The Gemara (Gittin 59b) states that a Kohen may not relinquish 
his right to the first Aliyah on Shabbos or Yom Tov when many 
people are in Shul, so as to avoid quarreling. However, on 
Monday or Thursday, since fewer people are in attendance, there 
is less chance of a quarrel, and therefore, a Kohen may give up his 
right. If Shul attendance should improve on Monday and 
Thursday to Shabbos levels, then the Halacha would be as it is 
for Shabbos. (See Igros Moshe, j”ut 3:20).   
DIN'S CORNER:  
All adult males are obligated to hear the Parsha read from a 
kosher Sefer Torah every Shabbos. This Rabbinic mitzvah is not 
fulfilled if even one word is omitted and the Baal Korey should 
not read hurriedly, as this may cause him to swallow a word or 
letter. Although some Poskim include women in this obligation, 
the accepted custom is to exempt them. (MB 142:6) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Bava Metzia 83b) states that a worker's daily 
schedule obligates him to begin work at sunrise (vnjv .b) - not at 
dawn (rjav ,ukg). Therefore, since his travel from home to work 
is for his employer’s benefit, he need not leave his house until 
sunrise. Tosafos notes that in the time of Ezra and Nechemiah 
when the second Beis HaMikdash was being built, the builders 
would start working at dawn. This, Tosafos explains was because 
of the importance attached to building the Beis HaMikdash, but 
under normal circumstances, workers need not begin work until 
sunrise. The same might be suggested regarding the construction 
of the Mishkan, where the normal daily schedule would have 
begun at sunrise, but those who wished to begin earlier, from 
dawn, would have done so as a Nedavah, donating extra time 
above and beyond their obligation. This may be hinted at in the 
Posuk: ktrah hbc uthcv rat vnur,v kf ,t van hbpkn ujehu -  that 
Betzalel's group took all the raw material donations brought by 
Bnei Yisroel to Moshe, and built the physical Mishkan with them, 
recc recc vcsb sug uhkt uthcv ovu,  and then they - who is this 
"they" ? It must refer to Betzalel's group, who brought in addition, 
a Nedavah every morning, the Nedavah being one of time, 
whereby they arrived every morning to begin work at dawn, 
instead of sunrise. This may be supported by the double use of 
recc in the Posuk, as Rashi has already pointed out on the Posuk: 
…rec sg ubnn r,ubvu rec sg ubnn urh,u, tk - why does the Posuk 
say rec twice ? To add an additional "rec", where the first one 
refers to sunrise, and the second one refers to dawn, establishing 
that once rjav ,ukg has been reached, the Korban Pesach has 
become Nosar and may no longer be eaten. So too, the extra recc 
may add rjav ,ukg to the relevant labor time of Betzalel’s men.    
A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A bochur studying in Eretz Yisroel was asked to visit an orphanage in 
Chadera, and report back to a would-be benefactor who was 
considering making a large donation. The bochur wanted to look 
presentable so he went to a barber shop to have his hair cut. As the bus 
to Chadera would be leaving soon, the bochur rushed out after the 
haircut to buy some chocolate for the children he would meet, leaving 
behind his gloves at the barber shop. As it was December, the bochur’s 
hands were cold but he did not have time to return for the gloves. 
Instead, when reaching Chadera and leaving the bus, he noticed a 
Yemenite man selling a very peculiar set of elbow-length gloves. The 
bochur bought the gloves and proceeded to the orphanage, where he 
was greeted warmly by the staff. After his tour of the facility, the bochur 
came to the director’s office where he met a smiling 10-year old boy 
who had just received a 100 on his Chumash test. The bochur looked at 
the test paper and was impressed with the young boy’s knowledge. 
Looking at the boy’s name – Yitzchak Alfasi, the bochur asked him if he 
knew that his name was the same as one of the great Rishonim – the 
RiF. The boy said that of course he knew – the Rif was his great great … 
grandfather, for whom he was named. The bochur asked the director 
how much Torah was studied there, and the director said very little – 
there wasn’t enough funding. The bochur asked the young Yitzchak if he 
would study more if he had a Rabbi to study with him, and the boy said 
yes, if he could have the bochur’s elbow-length gloves. The bochur 
handed them over and returned to Yerushalayim. He went to the barber 
and asked if his gloves were there. The barber returned them and said 
that everyone should know that Moshe Alfasi is an honest man. “Alfasi ? 
asked the bochur. “Do you have a son ?” Moshe said yes, but he was 
taken away to an orphanage, and he does not know where. The bochur 
put them together and Moshe moved to Chadera to be near his son. 
P.S. Shalosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


